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T ms is a short record of the exploits of 
troops from India, British and Indian, in the 
theatres of war of the Middle East during 194041. 
It is a stirring and impressive story. For a 
period of eight or nine months, from December 
1940 to July 1941, from the great victory of Sidi 
Barrani to the capture of Damascus, the 4th and 
5th Indian Divisions wore engaged almost conti- 
nuously. They fought in the dusty wastes of the 
western desert, in the bush of the Ahy&inian 
border, on the dry scordiing plains of the Sudan, 
in the towering rocky mountains of Eritrea and 
Abyssinia, and amid the softer and greener hills 
of Syria. 

"With their comrades from the United Kingdom, 
Australia, New Zealand, South Africa and many 
other parts of the British Empire, the Indians 
utterly defeated two great Italian armies; they 
helped to hold Tobruk and to stem the German 
counter offensive in Cyronaica; and to save Iraq 
and Syria from enemy domination. 

At Keren and Amba Alagi they stormed two 
positions which their enemies had with some reason 
deemed impregnable; al "Mecliili an Tn’dian ^otor 
Brigade fought with impressive gallantry to cover 
a retreat ; a brigade of an Indian division led what 
seemed a forlorn hope against the defences of 
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Damascus and by their courage made the capture 
of that city possible 

India may 17611 be proud of her troops ■which 
performed such feats In all these battles British 
and Indian soldiers fought side by side in mutual 
comradeship and esteem 

Off the field, their discipline and soldierly hear 
ing, their good humour and kindliness have 
everywhere aroused admiration 

May all good fortune and success coijtinue to 
attend the efforts of these magnificent troops in 
the great cause for which they are fighting 



PREFACE 


In 1939, some weeks before the outbreak of 
war, the first Indian troops appeared in Egypt. 
They were the vanguard of two Bidian divisions, 
who were to play one of the foremost parts in the 
battles of the Middle East. At that time there was 
peace in the IMediterraiican. General Sir Archibald 
■Wavell was in command of the British Imperial 
Forces, but the Supreme Commander of the Allied 
defence in the Middle East was General "Weygand, 
and the mainland strength was formed by the 
French colonial armies. In June 1940, Italy chose 
what Mussolini evidently thought to be the 
psychological moment, and entered the war as 
France collapsed beneath the swift and terrible 
blows dealt by the German army on the western 
front. Suddenly, in a few days, General Wavell 
found that he and his troops had to hold the Middle 
East alone. The French armies of Tunisia, Syria 
and French Somaliland were no longer available. 
The Italians, with large forces both in Libya and 
in Bast Africa, had not only a tremendous advan- 
tage in numbers but had been preparing and 
equipping for years for the possibility of a major 
conflict — and now they had only General Wavell 's 
small army to face on a huge front stretching from 
Kenya to the western borders of Egypt. At sea 
they could bring their whole fleet against the 
handful of warships His Majesty’s Navy was able 
to spare for the Mediterranean. In the air, as 
the enemy was well aware, the Eoyal Air Force 
needed almost every machine to win the Battle of 
Britain from the Luftwaffe. 
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The one asset on the right side was the fact 
that until Britain’s land, sea and air forces were 
crushed, Italy's communications with her East 
African Empire were, except hy air, definitely cut 
The Itahans had of course prepared for that 
eventuality and had poured enormous quantities of 
equipment and stores into Abyssinia, Entrea and 
Italian Somaliland 

In the western desert of Egypt, General 
"Wavell, with an incomplete armoured division, an 
incomplete Indian division and a small number of 
newly arrived British, Australian and New Zealand 
troops faced Marshal Graziani’s Libyan armies, 
amounting to something over three hundred 
thousand men 

In East Africa, Italy also bad an army of 
more than a quarter of a million Against this, in 
the Sudan, General "Wavell had the small Sudan 
Defence Force and two British battalions In 
Kenya were the King’s African Rifies and some 
detachments from East and South Africa In 
British Somahland was the locally recruited Somali 
land Camel Corps 

The outlook was unsettled, to put it mildly 
Democracy’s David faced a Fascist Goliath 
Before the Italian had even embarked upon what he 
obviously anticipated would be a walk over, 
General Wavell ordered offensive patrolling on the 
Egyptian and Sudan frontiers In the south the 
Sudan Defence li’orce took the initiative and com 
pelled the reinforcement of Italian outposts The 
Boyal Air Force, though pitiably weak in madunes, 
began a deliberate and intensive bombing of bases, 
petrol dumps and supply depots throughout East 
Mnca, where the enemy could not replace such 
losses la Egypt units of the armoured division, 
and particularly the 11th Hussars, embarked on a 
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series of pinpricks ’whicli had most disconcerting 
results for the Italians. Gradually Marshal 
Graziani reinforced Ms much harassed outposts 
like the fort of Oapnzzo, and began to press the 
scanty British screen back over the Egyptian 
border. 

A serious Italian advance did not begin until 
the late summer and autumn, but when it did 
General Wavell offered no serious opposition; he 
contented himself with sharp rearguard actions 
against Italian forward troops, permitting them in 
Kenya, the Sudan and Egypt to occupy large but 
useless desert areas at a disproportionate cost in 
casualties to the invader. In each case, like a river 
running into sand, the forward move petered out, 
handicapped as it was by the enormous numbers 
the Italians employed. In the meantime a 
measure of British reinforcements in men and 
material had begun to arrive. Early in the winter 
of 1940 it was decided to take the oSensive 
rather than await the further advances for which 
•the Italians were obviously, but laboriously, 
preparing. Then took place that amazing series 
of victories which extinguished Italy's East African 
Empire and removed the immediate threat of a land 
invasion of Egypt. 

Using small but very mobile, well equipped and 
highly trained forces, General "Wavell struck at the 
greatly superior Italian army in the western desert 
of Egypt. TVithin two months the Italians in 
Cyrenaica had been annihilated, but before that 
campaign was eves eampiets ’Wave!} had struck 
again. This time it was against Italian East 
Africa, where the enemy, evidently disconcerted by 
Marshal Graziani 's invasion having gone into re- 
verse, had actually begun to withdraw from British 
soil before onr armies atfariced. From Kenya in 
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the south and the Sudan m the west, Imperial troops 
started on two epic pursuits, storming each position 
where the enemy attempted to make a stand, and 
within two and a half months securing the colonies 
of Eritrea and Italian Somaliland and the greater 
part of Abyssinia Asmara and Addis Ababa were 
occupied, British Somaliland was reconquered and 
the remaining Italian forces in Abyssinia were 
quickly added to the bag 

Leaving a few troops in Abyssinia to mop up 
the remaining pockets of resistance in that huge 
and mountainous country, General Wavell again 
switched troops and armaments back to Egypt and 
Syria to meet the German, who was now coming 
to the rescue of his battered Italian ally In these 
lightning campaigns General Wavell had taken from 
the enemy 350,000 prisoners of war, vast masses 
of equipment, arms and ammunition at a cost which 
in any military estimate would be counted as 
negligible in relation to the results achieved 

The account which follows of the part played 
by troops from India in Egypt, Eritrea, Abyssima 
and Syria does uot claim to be either a mihtaiy 
history or by any means the whole story It has 
been compiled by Major W G Hingston, of the 
1st Punjab Regiment, who was until March with 
the 4th Indian Division Apart from first hand 
knowledge, the material has been culled from such 
reports as are so far available, from the war diaries 
of the units involved, from the despatches of Indian 
Army observers overseas, and fromT firsthand 
couversationa with those who took part in the 
operations 

The 4th Indian Division, when it went 
overseas, had no modern equipment None of the 
officers or men had ever handled an anti tank rifle 
or a mortar There were no motor vehicles and 
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no trained drivers. Though the re-organisation of 
the Indian army from an animal to a mechanical 
transport basis was sanctioned, equipment had not 
yet begun to reach India. On arrival in Egypt, 
vehicles and weapons were issued as they were 
received and the units were trained. Desert 
warfare is very different from mountain warfare, 
and yet these men showed astonishing tiuickness in 
picking 'up the new tactlcs« Knowledge of the new 
weapons and tJie driving and maintenance o f motor 

yem ^s.ir ~ 

In both the 4th and the 5th Indian Divisions, 
in addition to British gunners, there were 
three British battalions, and throughout these 
campaigns British and Indians fought shoulde r 
to shoulder, sharing the s^me dhiiggl's an d 
di sco^orts, ana acquiring a remarJtable degree^'Qf 
^admiration and tnengsaip lor each other. A lett^ 
Trom a young officer in a British battalion gives 
some iuication of this spirit. He wrote: “ ‘V^en 
we were first put into the Indian division we 
resented it greatly. We wanted to be in a British 
division with our own kind, and not mixed up with 
a lot of ‘ koi hais * and Indians whose language 
we could not speak and whom we did not even 
begin to understand. But after being through 
Keren we feel quite differently. If anyone ever] 
suggests to you that Indian troops are not all that 
might be desired, just you clip him one at once. 
They are damned good fight ers, and we don^want 
to leave the Division at all. Although our 'fellows 
cannot speak to them, they get on together in first 
class style. The Indians are so friendly and 
pleasant, and yet snch MEN, No \vonder these 
Indian army officers are so cocky about them 

There is sometimes a tendency to admire 
defence against heavy odds and for history to 
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record m glomng terms those courageous retreats 
■which have so otten saved us from disaster, and 
m consequence to forget "victones as something to 
be taken for granted The retreat from Mons, the 
defence of Ypres^ and the great German attack in 
March 1918 are remembered as the highlights of the 
Kaiser’s War, ■while few recollect the Battle of 
Amiens of August 1918 The corollary is that any 
victory gamed on our part is often estimated as 
having been secured against poor opposition or 
against an eneiay whose morale is crumhlmg 
Dnrmg the wmter of 1940*41 in North and East 
Africa it was suggested in many quarters that the 
Italians had not their heart in the war and that 
they were poor fighters That was far from the 
case — until the coUapso of the “ invasion of 
Egypt ” and the fall of the “ impregnable ” Keren 
convinced them that they were up against troops 
|of better quahty, fighting in a better cause 
iFigures of the actual odds m favour of the enemy 
Ion the field of battle, not to mention the reserves 
*he had at his disposal, are illuminating 


Sidj Barrnm 

Gallahat 

Agordat 

Barentu 

Keren 

Massawa 

Amba Alagi 

Damascus 


3 to 1 
2 to 1 
175 to 1 
125 to 1 
2 25 to 1 
1 25 to 1 
125 to 1 
1 to 1 


the exception of the initial evacuation of 
British Sotoahlimd and the action at Mechih, this 
story IS one of continuous success, the two out 
^anding victonos bemg those of Sidi Barrani and 
Keren, with the fight at IXezze, near Damascus, 
as the peak of Indian gallantry 
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British Somaliland and the AnglO'Egypdan Sudan 


June 1940 found British SomalUand with only 
the locally recruited Somaliland Camel Corps, main- 
tained for preventing looting and for chasing 
raiding parties in the deserts of this inhospitable 
country. The Sudan ivas in an even worse state- 
a more 5,000 troops were widely scattered over this 
land of deserts and swamps half as big as India 
But at the outbreak of war with Italy the Suln 
Defence Force at once tool- the initiative. Eaids 
on frontier posts and on patrols tept the enemy on 

the offensive. Strong forces then attacked and 
captured the Sudan fronfirr foira. af w===ni, 
Gallabat and Knnnnt of Kassala, 

although outnumber^ h- troops^ 
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The British Air Force in these parts ws very 
small, but it began the "war well, bombing bases, 
destroying petrol dumps and inflicting on the enemy 
losses which could not be replaced But in for 
vaid aieaa the enem> gained air supremacy, mainly 
owing to the scarcity of aircraft to oppose him, 
and the R A F ’s inability to maintain landing 
grounds sufficiently far forward on the treacherous 
cotton soil dunng the wet weather In distant 
bombing the enemy failed to take advantage of his 
numerical superiority, few attempts, and all ineffeo 
tive, being made to destroy the bridges over the 
Blue Nile and Atbara Rivers 

During August the Italians were busy conquer 
mg British Somaliland In September their forces 
advanced from Libya mto the western desert of 
Egypt Towards the end of September an attack 
on the piactically defenceless Sudan was daily ex 
peoted It did not take place, however, and our 
f 01 CCS, whv2h had been reinforced by the 5th Indian 
Division, noticed signs of apprehension among the 
enemy troops Steps were taken to augment their 
fears by raids, offensive patrols and bluff British 
officers penetrated into Abyssinian territory and 
assisted the inhabitants to raise patriot troops 
ag'iinst their oppressors This threat to their rear 
gradually drew Italian troops away from their 
aggressue designs on the Sudan, and Kenya The 
initiatu e thus slowly passed to the still numerically 
infenor British forces 

British So»ialila»d 

The defection of the French in French Somali 
land left the position of British Somaliland very 
precarious At first it was considered that the 
countiy was not worth fighting for , it is practically 
all desert v ith no industries or products and could 
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only be a liability to the Italians. Then it was 
decided that although there were insufficient forces 
to hold the country it would be worth while making 
the Italians fight for it and so use up their carefully 
husbanded supplies. A small force, consisting of 
battalions of the Black Watch, 2nd Punjab Regi- 
ment and 15th Punjab Regiment, was therefore 
sent to meet the large Italian forces being massed 
across the frontier. 

The story of the fight in British Somaliland can 
be told briefly. On land, as at sea, the Italians had 
shown themselves disinclined to try conclusions in 
battle save whore and when the odds were heavily 
in their favour. Into this country they brought 
more than two divisions with tanks, aircraft and 
heavy artillery in support. The small force against 
them, includiug Somalis and a few troops from 
East Africa, had little equipment, and was quite 
insufficient to hold a continuous line. 

In the ring of hills surrounding Bcrbera the 
Imperial troops took up positions covering the 
passes, the most famous of which is the Tug Argan 
Gap. Patently over-confident under cover of their 
tanks, artillery and air support, the Italians attacked 
the thinly defended posts in massed formation 
and were time and again moira down by ^Tithering 
fire. Their opponents took full advantage of 
darkness to effect retirements from one position to 
another, and as a result the enemy often lost contact 
only to find themselves up against stolid opposition 
from new and unexpected directions. Even the 
most audacious defence could not, how’ever, prevent 
infiltration; the enemy’s steady advance was 
recognised to be as inevitable as it proved costly to 
them. 

Indian troops for the first time experienced 
dive bombing during this fighting. The howl of 
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the aeroplane engines, the ■whistle of bornhs anil 
the devastating crash of explosions at first rather 
shook these soldiers many of whom had never been 
attacked fiom the air before Yet in a very short 
tune they lealised that noise docs not kiU and th it 
a trench is verj good protection Dive bombing 
lost its terrors 

The withdrawal to the port now began Ono 
company of the 15th Punjabis, holding out against 
a concentrated enemy assault, became isolated and 
■uas feared to be lost, but by a sl^lful night march 
it evaded the cnemj and rejoined the rearguard 
two days later Such losses had been inflicted on 
the enemy that re embarkation was carried out 
unopposed The total casualties of our foiccs was 
38 killed, 71 wounded and 49 missing It vvas 
thought at the time that the Itahans must have lost 
ten times those figures After the recapture of 
Berbera our troops found large numbers of graves 
and it was considered that the enemy’s losses must 
hare been nearer twentj times more than our own 
The Italians had had to pay dearly for a barren 
Victor} 

The Sudan 

During September the 0th Indian Division 
arrived in the Sudan and was moved up onto the 
frontier Ihe Anglo Egyptian Sudan is a huge 
country of vnr}ang tvpcs, desert in the north, cast 
and nest with tropical swamps in the south 
Adjoining Eritrea and Abjsainin there arc between 
1,200 and 1,300 miles of frontier, ranging over the 
utter desert of the coastal plain, the rock} hills and 
scrub desert in the Knssnla area, the savannah of 
Godaref, to the thick tropical forest of the south. 
The 5th Division was wndelj dispersed part watch 
ing the eucm} at GalHhat, part at Godaref and 
Butann 3?ndge, while there were detachments at 
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ambushes, attacking isolated parties and causing 
worry and loss to the enemy A substantial reverse 
to the Italians was now necessary to make 
this smouldering movement flame into a serious 
rising It was therefore decided to drive the enemy 
back over the border at Gallabat Though the move 
would have no strategic importance, it would force 
the Italians out of the Sudan at one point, thereby 
lowering the morale of the enemy and showing the 
Abyssinians that British forces were able to take 
the offensive 

Gallahat 

Gallabat la a fort and small village just on the 
Sudan side of the frontier, about 100 miles south 
of Gcdaref Opposite is Metemma, a village and 
fort, across a deep nala known as the Boundary 
Khor On either side are steep rocky hills, 
covered with scrub and long grass Movement of 
vehicles off the roads is not possible, for tbe whole 
country is co\ ered with elephant grass six to tv elve 
feet high Between Gcdaref and Gallabat ran 
an indifferent track on which tbe Sappers and 
Miners did much work in October 

On November C a small mixed force 
attacked the enemy position at Gallabat, and had 
the privilege of instituting the first British 
offensive in Africa The Baluch Regiment which 
was holding the outpost lino in contact with the 
enemv, seized a hill overlooking the fort during 
the night, and covered the flank of the advance 
At 5 30 am the fort was thoroughly bombed, 
while the artillery put down a heavy concentration 
on it The Royal Garhwil Rifles followed up 
tanks m a direct assault The fort was reached 
b> G40 am and fierce hand to hand fighting 
ensued The enemj fought well Some very 
stout hearted Italians and Eritreans, who liad 
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remaiued to figlit in spite of the severe bombing 
and shelling, took a deal of evicting One enemy 
machine gunner was bombed away from his gun 
three times, but kept on till finally crushed at his 
post by a tank 

As soon as the Garhwalis had mopped up aU 
the enemy in and near the fort, the Esses Eegi 
ment moved forward to attack ifetemma if this 
were possible It was found that there were thick 
belts of barbed wire around the Boundary Khor, 
and as the enemy was obviously holding prepaied 
positions strongly, it was decided not to try to 
advance any further Meanwhile the enemy 
started to bomb the Esses Regiment and the 
Garhwolis heavily Owing to rain the previous 
night RAF fighter aircraft had to use landing 
grounds far back, meaning that Itahan bombois 
could not be opposed for more than a few minutes 
at a time The enemy planes came over in large 
numbers and bombed with accuracy The troops, 
unable to dig trenches in the hard rock, had a very 
tough time, and it was found impossible to hold 
the fort The overlooking hills were however 
retained, thus making it impossible for the Itabans 
to re occupy it 

The casualties sustained in this action, an 
attack on a position which had had foiu months’ 
preparation, are interestmg These figures for 
the enemy only include the wounded made captive 
(many more were presumably able to get away) 


while ours 

show all, including 

the shghtlj 

wounded 

British and Indian 

JtaliauB 

Killed 

33 

189 

"Wounded 

154 

231 

Captured 

ml 

214 
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The lesultB of this battle were heartening, for 
Gallabat assumed a psychological importance out 
of aU proportion to its real value, which was that 
of just another ridge offering observation for 
fnither advance The fact that the enemy had 
been dnven back across the border, gave the patriot 
movement in Abyssinia considerable stimulus and 
heaitened the Commonwealth with its first land 
success 

After this action constant offensive patrolling 
was maintained, shaking the enemy’s morale and 
inflictmg further casualties British gunners 
forced the Italians to evacuate the town and fort 
of iletemma, uhich became a no man’s land in this 
area The troops which took part had been 
blooded and in their patrolhng were so fierce that 
the enemy feared to stir out of their trenches 
behind barbed wire In addition to the dailv bag 
of prisoners, a steady stream of deserters began 
to come in 

At the same tune as the fight at Gallabat was 
taking place, Gazelle was having a senes of little 
battles on its ovm near Kassala Late m October 
a party of the enemy was ambushed behind 
Kassala, fifteen colomals were killed, six were 
captured, while several lomes and the telegraph 
line were destroyed Gazelle suffered no casualties 
whatsoever and slipped away when enemy reinforce 
ments came out of Kassala From November 
6 to 11 an action was fought neai Jebel 
Serobatib, some 30 miles north cast of Kassala, 
01 or very difhcult rocky country Two companies 
of the 2ncl Punjab Regiment and one company of 
12fh rronfier Force Regiment assisted Skinner’s 
Hoise m tins fight in which 262 prisoners were 
taken and considerable damage inflicted 

Oppo'^ito Um Hager also our forces w ere active 
One da\ a patrol of the hRvhrattaa ebased some 
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onomy cavnlry as far as the frontier. On another 
occasion a colonial battalion iras ambushed in the 
scrub and fled in disorder. All through November 
and December these amaU actions %vent on, 
continually harassing tlie enemy and creating 
an impression of superior strength. The Italian 
Intelligence Service was completely foxed 
They reported that an Australian Dhnsion had 
attacked them at Gallnbat, a compliment to the one 
battalion of Garhwalis in their broad-brimmed hats. 



TWO 


The Western Desert 


The situation in Egyp*- gravely prejudiced 
by the collapse of France, particularly by the 
dcCccUon of tlic FreucU troops in Tunisia, which 
released large Italian forces for an attack on Egypt* 
During August 1940 it became clear that an 
enemy advance along the coast was being planned. 
Dclnforcoments wore immediately required in the 
'SVostcru Desert to support the British 7th 
Armoured Division, whidi had been in contact 
with the Italians since the previous Juno. On 
August 19 the 4th Indian Division moved out 
from the Nile Delta. 

The flat, stony plain of the western desert of 
Egj’pt is in no way similar to tho deserts of India. 
A thin layer of dusty soil tops solid rock which 
in BDinc places lies uncovered, bare flat slabs 
grilling in tho sun. There are no trees. Except 
near tho coast, \s*hcrc the soil has been blown into 
hummocks, there is uo vegetation at all. The 
rainfall is ginnll, decreasing rapidly inland, so much 
so that 30 miles from the coast there is never 
any rain. During the occupation of Egypt by the 
Itomans some 2,000 years ngo, tlio desert was 
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developed for the growing of Corn, a fact hard to 
believe, but in those days there used to be much 
more earth on top of the rock; twenty centuries 
of strong wind blowing off the land have carried 
most of the soil into the Mediterranean Sea. This 
bare, desolate land is inhabited only by a few « 
wandering Bedouins, who trek from one water 
hole to another and eke out a miserable existence 
mth the grain they grow near the coast. The chief 
features of the desert are the cisterns, hewn in the 
rock to collect the surface water and store it for 
the times of drought. Made by the Romans, most 
of these cisterns, known as Birs, have silted up, 
but there are still many in use to this day. 
Distinguished by a mound of soil, possibly ten feet 
high, beside a hole in the ground some three feet 
square, they are the sole landmarks in the feature- 
less desert. Consequently these little hiUocks, 
which would be unnoticeable in any other country, 
have become of importance in military operations, 
while some sucli as Bir Sofafi, Bir Enba or Bir 
Gobi, arc now well knomi throughout the world. 

The land rises from the coast in n scries of 
escarpments of varying abruptness, but always of 
naked, rugged rock, cut and fissured by water- 
courses through which water but rarely flows. The 
main escarpment leaves the coast at Solium, 
running south-eastward do^\'n into the desert to 
disappear some 25 miles south of Sidi Barrani. 

It starts again on the coast 30 miles east of Sidi 
Barrani, passes south of Jfersa Matruh and fades 
away near Gcrawla, to appear once more at 
!Ma*atcn Baqqush. Inland there are oflier escarp- 
ments less steep, hut in some places presenting an 
impassable face to motor traffic. Except for these 
curious cliffs there arc no obstacles in the desert 
and motors can drive anywhere. This provides the 
outstanding feature of desert warfare, where tanks, 
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trucks and even heavy lorries can pick their own 
way, formations sometimes moving on a front of 
four or more miles instead of the 18 feet provided 
by the normal road 

The 4th Indian Division at this time consisted 
of two Indian Infantry Brigades, but these two 
brigades were more highly trained than probably 
any other m the world Tor nearly a year they 
had been m Egypt training with the new weapons 
and vehicles with which they had been issued, 
learning new types of warfare and above all 
becoming desert wise, units of the Eoyal 
Indian Army Service Corps had been gaming actual 
experience working with British Armoured 
Regiments The Division was proud of itself and 
confident of its ability to deal with the Itahans 
There was healthy though friendly rivalry between 
units In the division were Bengal, Madras and 
Bombay Sapper and Miner Companies among 
which also the competition was keen The 
R I A S C units rather scornfully wanted to 
know what all the fuss was about they had been 
on active semeo already Divisional Headquarters 
patted them all on the back, but secretly thought 
that they were all lucky to have such good head 
quarters behind them There were two British 
battalions in the division, and the gunners were 
British also The remainder of the infantry, all the 
cavalry, engineers, supply, medical and ordnance 
services were Indian Everyone realised that they 
were only getting their due when they were told 
that the 4tli Indian Division was the crack infantry 
formation in the Middle East The British 7th 
Armoured Division had, of course, already earned 
an enviable reputation in desert fighting 

The move to the desert was done partly by 
rail and partly across country All desert worthy 
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vehicles -were driven across firstly the sand desert 
and then the stony desert, one of the highest tests 
ot driving imaginable, and yet only one per cent 
of vehicles had to be abandoned even temporarily 
On arrival ■work was at once begun preparing a, 
defensive position Digging in the sohd rock was 
no joke at all, but the speed with which the trenches 
went doivn was phenomenal To see the sepoys 
with crowbars and picks battering at the rock, until 
it cracked and was lifted out amidst acclamations, 
was a curiously inspiring sight The Sappers and 
Miners worked like heroes, blastmg the rock, 
erecting concrete pill boxes, assisting -with dug outs 
and water supply The hours of work were long, 
from sunrise to sunset, after dark no lights -svere 
allowed but as the nights were short this was not 
much handicap at this time of year The British 
troops were so tanned by the blazing sun from 
which there was no shade that they became as dark 
as the Indians, while the way in which all 
fratermsed made this encampment m the desert 
a friendly and happy place 

In September a British brigade joined the 
division Just at this time the Itahan advance 
began, harassed by the Armoured Division The 
Central India Horse, who had been rather 
scandahsed that a Cavalry Regiment should have 
to dig, were sent out to cover demohtion parties on 
the Matruh Sidi Barram Road Though machme- 
gunned from the air the> fimshed their task without 
other mterference from the enemy and returned 
to the Division Meanwhde about a dozen 
casualties bad been suffered by the Dmsion from 
thermos bombs dropped by the Italians These 
bombs do not explode when dropped, but he on the 
ground m a live state 'When moved they explode 
This secret was discovered at once by the Sappers 
and Mmers For the next two days many units 
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had some fun finding and destroying these deadly 
instruments Each invented its o\vn method and 
many were the arguments as to which had the most 
efficient idea 

The Italian advance got no further than Sidi 
Barrani and our division carried on mth the pre 
paration of its defensive positions Life in the 
desert was hard Now that dug outs were being 
finished, the nights were more tolerable, but the 
hours were long and the water ration small One 
and a half gallons a day left little for ablutions and 
none for washing clothes Fortunately the sea was 
close The bathing must have been of the best in 
the world , the quickly shelving beach, clear smooth 
water and no tide made it ideal Sea water soap 
was issued, and though it was impossible to get a 
good lather, it was possible to get clean The condi 
tions wore especially unkind to the Sikhs, for the sea 
water matted and hardened their hair and beards 
It was a common sight to see a line of sepoys 
standing up to their waist in the sea, flogging the 
water with their clothes to try to get them clean, 
and it was reported that on one occasion a bevy of 
brigadiers had been seen surreptitiously doing like 
wise 111 a little cove known as General’s Beach 
After being washed in salt water clothes became 
stiffer than any dhobi in India starches them, and 
shorts could be seen standing up on the ground to 
air Dust was the bane of existence Motor traffic 
cut up the surface of the ground so that the slightest 
breeze raised clouds of white, clinging dust For 
tunately during the hot weather in August and 
September liigh wmds did not blow, but in November 
the storms began and tiien conditions were vile 
Visibility was frequently reduced to five yards, 
trenches filled in a few hours, food and bedding 
Were contaminated, eyes, ears, nose and mouth 
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Enemy Dispositions 

The euemy by this tiino had made himself 
secure (as ho thought) iu his position at Sidi 
Barraui. He had constructed a good road from 
Fort Capuzzo through Solium and Buq Buq nearly 
as far as Sidi Barrani, and he had laid a pipeline 
for water all the way from Bdrdia. The Italian 
is a good engineer. He had brought up largo 
supplies of stores in preparation for a further 
advance. To protect his lines of communication, 
whicli ran along the coast, he had placed his troops 
in large defended camps in a half circle from the 
sea to tho top of tho escarpment at Bir Sofafi. 
These camps five to ten miles apart wore really 
fortresses, being strongly defended with mines, 
anti'tank obstacles, trenches and in some cases wire. 
Tho camps were too far distant to support cacli 
other, hut they were able with one exception to 
cover the gaps between them by artillery drc. Tho 
exception was tho Bir Enba Gap between Nibciwa 
and Babia. During November the Italians tried 
to dose tlio gap, but were thwarted by tho over 
vigilant British armoured units. 

This system of perimeter camps seems to have 
been dcrised by tho Italians os a protection against 
tho enterprise of tho tank and armoured car 
commanders of the Armoured Division, who hod 
shown a persistent aggressive spirit from tho 
boginning of the campaign. They had kept tho 
Italian.'? continually under observation and iu fear 
of raids. As a general rule defence is by its very 
nature static, whereas tho otTcnsivo gives oppor- 
tunity for mobility and diversity of tactics. In 
this desert warfare it proved to be tho reverse. 
The fjghting spirit of these British troops forced 
the^ vastly superior attacking fora-s to adopt a 
rigid defence utterly unsuited to the conditions. 
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Lncmy Dtsposiltovs 

The cnom\ b\ tins time li ul mode 
Bpcure (ns he thonrjht) in his position at Sidi 
Barnm lie Ind construclwl a good road from 
Fort C apuzzo through Solium and Buq Buq nearly 
ns far ns Sidi Barraia and ht had laid a pipeline 
for untor all the \\a\ from Bitrdia The Italian 
IS a good engineer Ht had brought up largo 
Eupphes of stores in propiration for n further 
adMinco To protect his lines of communication, 
which ran along the coast, he had placed Ins troops 
m large dtfended camps m a half circle from the 
Bca to the top of the escarpment at Bir Sofafi 
These camps fi\o to ton miles apart wore really 
forlrcshcs, being strongl> defended with mines, 
null tank obslncUs, trendies and in some cases wire 
The camps were too far distant to support each 
other, but the) wore able with one cEccplion to 
co\cr the gnjjs between them bj nrtiJ)er> fire The 
exception was the Bir Fnba Gap between Niboiwa 
and Babia During Ko\cmbcr tbe Italians tried 
to close the gap, but were tbwnrtcd bj the o^cr 
Mgilaiil British armoured units 

This pj-Ftom of penmclcr camps seems to ha%o 
1)0011 dc\i«od b> the Italians ns a protection against 
the interpnse of the tank and armoured car 
commanders of the Armoured Di\ision, who bad 
owTi a ptrsislcnt oggrcs5i\e spirit from tlio 
boginmng of the campaign Tlioj had kept the 
Italmns ^ntiiiunlh under observation and in fear 
of As a general rule dcfineo is bj its ^c^ 5 ' 

nature static, whereas the offensive gives oppor 
tunitv for mobilitv and diveiritv of tactics In 
tl IS d»**‘'rt warfart it provt-d to be the reverse 
Tl fghlirg spirit of these Brilifth troops forcwl 
tl • vj**1v sujh tier attacking forte* to adopt n 
rit,id difi Cf uttcrU uniuitid to the corditions 
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Encmtf Disposiiions 

The eiu-niy by tliiy time liiitl made himself 
Eecuro (as lie thought) in his position at Sidi 
Barraui. lie hud constructed a good road from 
Fort (’apuzzo through SoUum and Buq Buq nearly 
as far as Siil) Barraiii, and he had laid a })ipclino 
for water all the way from Bdrdia. The Italian 
is a good engineer. He had brought up largo 
supplies of stores in preparation for a furtlier 
advance. To protect his lines of communication, 
which ran along the coast, ho had placed his troops 
in large defended camps in a half circle from the 
aoa to the top of the escarpment ut Bir Sofad- 
These camps live to ton miles apart were really 
fortresses, being strongly defended with mines, 
anti-tank obstacles, trouches and in somo cases wire. 
The camps were too far distant to sui)port each 
other, but they were able with one exception to 
cover the gaps between them by artillery lire. The 
exceplioa was the Blr Kiiba Gap between Nibeiwa 
and Babia. During Xovember tljo ItaHans tried 
to close the gap, but wore thwarted by tho over 
vigiLuit Brili.sh armoured units. 
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Enemy Dispositions 

The enemy by this time had made himself 
secure (as he thought) m his position, at Sidi 
Barrani. He had constructed a good road from 
Fort Capuzzo through Solium and Buq Buq nearly 
as far as Sidi Barrani, and he had laid a pipeline 
for water all the way from Bdrdia. The Italian 
is a good engineer. He had brought up large 
supplies of stores in preparation for a further 
advance. To protect his lines of communication, 
which ran along the coast, he had placed his troops 
in large defended camps in a half circle from the 
sea to the top of the escarpment at Bir Sofafi. 
These camps five to ten miles apart were really 
fortresses, being strongly defended with mines, 
anti-tank obstacles, ironies and in some cases wire. 
The camps were too far distant to support each 
other, hut they were able with one exception to 
cover the gaps between them by artillery fire. The 
exception was the Bir Enba Gap between Nibeiwa 
and Rabia. During November the Italians tried 
to close the gap, but were thwarted by tlie ever 
vigilant British armoured units. 

This system of perimeter camps seems to have 
been devised by the Italians as a protection against 
the enterprise of the tank and armoured car 
commanders of the Armoured Division, who had 
shoiTO a persistent aggressive spirit from the 
beginning of the campaign. They had kept the 
Italians continually under observation and in fear 
of raids. As a general rule defence is by its very 
nature static, whereas the offensive gives oppor- 
tunity for mobility and diversity of tactics. In 
tins desert warfare it proved to be the reverse. 
The fighting spirit of these British troops forced 
tho^ vastly superior attacking forces to adopt a 
rigid defence utterly imsuited to the conditions. 
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Enemy Dtspostitons 

Tlie enemy by this tune had made himself 
secure (is he thought) ui Ins position at Sidi 
Barram He had constructed a good road from 
Fort Capuzzo thiough Solium and Buq Buq nearly 
as far as Sidi Barram, and he had laid a pipelme 
for water all the way from Bdrdia The Italian 
IS a good engmeer He had brought up large 
supphes of stores m preparation for a further 
advance To protect his lines of commumcation, 
which ran along the coast, he had placed his troops 
m large defended camps m a half circle from the 
sea to the top of the escarpment at Bir Sofafi. 
These camps five to ten miles apart were really 
fortresses, being strongly defended with mmes, 
anti taul\. obstacles, trenches and in some cases wire 
The camps were too far distant to support each 
other, but they were able with one exception to 
cover the gaps between them by artillery fire The 
exception was the Bir Cnba Gap between Nibeiwa 
and Rabia During November the Itahans tned 
lo close the gap, but were thwarted hy the ever 
vigilant British armoured umts 

This system of perimeter camps seems to have 
been devised by tlie Italians as a protection against 
tho enlerpnso of the tank and armoured car 
commanders of the Armoured Division, who had 
shomi a persistent aggressive spirit from tho 
beginning of the campaign They had kept the 
Italians continually under observation and in fear 
of ranis As a general rule defence is by its very 
nature static, whereas the offensive gives oppor 
tunity for mobility and diversity of tactics In 
tins desert warfare it proved to bo the reverse 
The fighting spirit of these British troops forced 
the superior alticking forces to adopt a 

rigid ueftneo utterly unsuited to the conditions 
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Lnemy Dxsposthons 

The cnemj bv this time hnd made lumsclf 
secure (ns he thought) in his position at Sidi 
Bnmni lie hnd con«;tractcd a good road from 
Fort Cnpu/zo thiough Solium and Bnq Buq nearly 
as far as Sidi Barrani and he had laid a pipeline 
for water all the waa from Btlrdia The Italian 
IS n good engineer He had brought up large 
supplies of stores m preparation for a further 
ndMiiico To protect his lines of communication, 
whicli ran along the coast, he had placed his troops 
in largo defended camps in a half circle from the 
sea to the top of the escarpment at Bir Sofafi 
These camps five to ten miles apart were really 
fortresses being strongly defended with mines, 
anti tank obstacles trenches and in some cases "wire 
The camps wore too far distant to support each 
other, but tlicj were able witli one exception to 
co^ or the gaps between them b> nrlillerv fire The 
exception was the Bir Bnba Gap between Nibeiwn 
and Rabin During November the Italians tried 
to close the gap, but were thwarted b> the c\cr 
Mgilant British armoured units 

This Bjstem of perimeter camps setms to hn\c 
been dcMscd b> the Italians ns a protection against 
the enterpnse of the tank and armoured car 
commanders of the Armoured DiMsion, who had 
sliown a persistent nj,grcssi\p spirit from the 
beginning of the campaign They had kept the 
Italians continualU under observation and m fear 
of raids As a general rule defence is bj its ^en 
nature static, whereas the offensue gl^cs oppor 
tunit\ for mobilitv and di\cr8it\ of tactics In 
this desert warfare it proved to h< the reverse 
Th< fuhtiri^ spirit of Uicro British troops forced 
tl vafitlv sup< rior attacking forces to adopt a 
rigid deftrev utttr)» unsmted to the conditions 
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Botli for attaining and preventing surprise accurate 
reconnaissance is essential. This, unfortunately for 
themselves, the Italians neglected. They relied 
entirely on their air arm to gite them notice of any 
movement in front of their line, and were badly 
let down. On the other hand while our air forces 
were used for distant reconnaissance and for photo- 
graphy, our armoured troops watched the enemy 
forward positions. The daring with which this 
was achieved was extraordinary, subalterns and 
N.O.O.s frequently penetrating right inside the 
Italians’ fortified camps and exploring their secrets. 

The largest enemy camp was Maktila, on the 
coast some 15 miles east of Sidi Barrani, garrisoned 
by the 1st Libyan Division with a large number 
of guns and some tanks. The Cameron High- 
landers carried ont a raid in November on this 
camp, and although the resnlts were disappointing, 
much was learnt about enemy tactics and methods 
of defence. One young ofiScer with six men 
managed to get into the camp and had a joyous 
time burning two lorries and destroying another 
four with picks and crowbars. He reported with 
relish that the tyres were ripped up easily with 
bayonets, the steering wheels snapped mth little 
effort, the gear levers were twisted and the cylinder 
blocks cracked with crowbars. They left the tap 
of a water tank running with almost fiendish delight, 
for in this country water was more valuable than 
either petrol or food 

Some ten miles to the south-west was the next 
camp, known as Pt. 90. Three miles to the west 
was Tummar East and a further three miles away 
was Tummar "Wost. These camps contained the 
2nd Libyan Division, and were strongly defended. 
South of Tummar West was Nibeiwa the strongest 
of all and manned by the Maletti Jlobile Group 
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■With a Battalion of Medium Tanks This fortiess 
contained many motor vehicles and about 4,000 
men, Italian and Libyan 

Puither to the south beyond the Bir Enba Gap 
lay the Sofafi Group of Camps, four -well sited posi 
tious on top of the escarpment adequately supplied 
mth tanks, and garrisoned by a Division of Italian 
Kegulars Behmd this outer line of defences were 
more positions Blackshirt Divisions at Sidi Barrani 
and Sollnm and a regular division at Buq Buq 
The enemy had m this strip of occupied Egypt, 
SIX divisions, one Mobile Group and two tank 
brigades Though other troops were available, 
Geneial 'W’avell had actually facing this large force 
only two divisions, one armoured and one infantry 
But a battahou of “ I ” tanks had arrived, and 
such confidence did these giants inspire that the 
troops "were eager to challenge the Italians 



THREE 


The Battle of Sidi Barrani 


1 HE 4th Indian Division moved ont of its 
defensive positions early on the morning of 
December 6, 1940. It -was a cold, cloudy day with a 
rising wind which gave pr-omise of a heavy dust- 
storm later on. There was a feeling of tenseness 
in the air, for although the reason given for the 
move was that the Division was taking part in 
another full-scale exercise, everyone suspected that 
something more was afoot. Moving ^ in well 
dispersed groups the force crawled across the 
desert, hidden from air obscn'ation by the thick 
dust, with everyone muffled to the eyes to keep ont 
the piercing cold. By afternoon the Division, 
having covered about^ 50 miles across country, 
was concentrated in the area of Bir Keiiayis some 
30 miles south of Mersa Matrnh. Though it had 
been a most unpleasant day, the troops agreed 
that a third-class ride was better than a first-class 
walk. As soon as slit trenches had been dug all 
turned in to get as much sleep as possible. 

For two nights the Division remnined in tins 
place, dispersed over an enonnous area. Enemy 
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aeroplanes passed over several times, but they saw 
nothing, although there was no bush nor tree noi 
cover of any kind to hide cither men or vehicles 
On Decembei 7, orders were issued, and at 
last the troops learnt that they were about to be 
committed, not to an exercise, not even to a raid, 
but to a full scale attack on the enemy entrenched 
camps south of Sidi Barrani The eseitemeiit and 
enthusiasm were immense The corps commander, 
Lieutenant General B N O’Connor, nso, mc, 
visited the Division, and a special order from the 
C in C , containing a heartening message from the 
Prime Minister, was issued "When the men 
went to sleep that night, the last occasion for 
several days, all were on tiptoe of excitement 
and anticipation, full of confidence and genumclv 
happy and proud that after the long period of 
waiting and training thev should have been 
selected for the great effort 

Briefly the plan for the attack was that the 
Armoured Division would “ hold the ring ” for the 
4th Indian Division, which would attack first 
Nibeiwa, then the Tummar Camps and finally Sidi 
Barrani Part of the Armoured Division was to 
watch the Sofafi Group of Camps while the re 
niainder went through the Bir Enba Gap to form a 
screen against any counter attack from the 
direction of Buq Buq In addition Selby Force, 
consisting of the Coldstieam Guards and a battery 
of the South Notts Hussars, would make a demons 
tration against Maktila and contain the garrison 
of that camp The BA-P had the tasL of dealing 
with a numerically superior enemy air force and 
so preventuig the bombing and machine gunnmg of 
the attacking troops Three battahoiis, one British 
and two Indian Tvere held m reserve and took no 
part m the battle 
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Early on the morning of December 8 the 
advance began. It Tvas a cold, bright day ; no dust- 
storm blew to hide the great columns of vehicles 
moving up towards the enemy. Navigating officers, 
however, heaved sighs of relief, for it is far from 
easy work leading large forces over that open 
desert with no landmarks, while a duststorm puts 
grey hairs on to the head of the youngest guide. 

The limitless plain was covered with black dots 
as the trucks, lorries and guns crept fonvard at 
about eight miles in the hour. Anxious glances 
were cast upwards, air attacks were expected at 
any moment, but no enemy planes appeared 
overhead. During the aftenioon the sky became 
more overcast, and by 3.30 pm. the Division was 
concentrated only 15 miles to the south-east of 
Niboiwa camp. Once again the force had moved 
forward for 50 miles across the bare desert without 
being seen by the enemy air patrols. Since then 
various reasons have been put fonvard to enqplain 
how this huge body of troops was able to move 
nearly a hundred miles across com;^letely open 
desert vuthout being seen by the enemy. In olden 
days it would have been said simply that God 
blinded tlie eyes of the enemy. It is difficult to 
thinlc of any other adequate explanation. 

At this point the ** I tanks joined the 
infantry.* These monsters had been creeping 
slowly forward for several days and had apparently 
moved the whole distance in a purely local dust- 
storm The crews felt that the elements were 
ITbi* jinaf 

tanks is inspiring, and to see a large collection like 
this has the tonic effect of a rum issue. From the 
enemy’s point of view they are the most terrifying 


* The “ I ” tank la a >cty heaviljr annoured tank, which 

precedes the infantrj' in an 3<san]t on an entrenched position 
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sight imaginable, foi no ordinary gnu is of any nse 
against them 

At night on December 8 9 the Navy bombarded 
ifaktila, with the RAT dioppiug flares to light 
up the area It must have been highly unpleasant 
for the garrison, even the mine sweepers came in 
close to add their little quota to the torrent of 
shells pouring into the camp This was too much 
for the Libyan troops who refused to stay in the 
camp another night, and the commander was so 
bus} quelling the trouble for the next 12 hours 
that he had no time to think of anything else 


Nihetwa 

It vas dark by 6 pm, but before this the 
Indian Division was on the move The Cameron 
Highlanders and the Rajputana Rifles* together 
with the “ I ” tanks moved slowly forwaid through 
the Bir Enba Gap To the south the armoured 
troops could be heard moiung on a parallel course 
All through the night they crept along, the moon 
nent dowu^bat in the utter darkness there was no 
check Keeping some five miles from the enemv 
peiimeter, the party carried on, until they reached 
their leudezvons to the northwest of Nibeiiva by 
5am a brilliaut piece of leadership without lights 
over previously unreconnoitred counti} 

A battalion of the 7th Rajput Regiment had a 
different task It moved forward on its own in 
lorries to within three miles of the cast face of 
Nibeiwa , thence it worked forward on foot tow ards 
the perimeter. At abont Sam eneni} listening 
posts were ehcountcred and fire was opened all 
along the east side of the camp It was a 


6th. Bajputana Rifles should not be confused with the 
<ui Rajput Regiment They are different regiments and the 
Bajputana Rifles are never referred to as the Rajputs 
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magnificent siglit Tracer, stai shells, flaming 
footballs, flares, the flishes from the guns and 
buisting shells lit the place up beautifullj As soon 
as the enemy fire began to slacken, small parties 
of the Rajputs worked up into new positions and 
opened file again At once the firework displar 
re opened This continued until about 6am when 
the regiment withdrew It had done its work well 
The enemy had been kept busj, had used up a 
quantity of ammunition and most important of all 
had drowned the sound of our tanks and vehicles 
getting round the west face of the camp The 
second in command of Nibeiw a, who was later 
captured, said that he had heaid vehicles moving 
to the south, but ho thought that it was merely onr 
armoured forces “ fooling about again ” When 
the Rajputs opened fire from the east side with no 
artillery support he unagmcd it was all a blutf and 
congratulated himself on his accurate appreciation 
of the situation It was not until our artillery 
began to shoot at 7 am that ho reahsed something 
serious was happening — and rose fiom his bed 

After the Rajputs hod left to shoot up ” the 
east face of the camp, the artillery group moved 
fonvard to a position south oast of Nibciwa At 
7 am, although it was not properly light, 
registration started and a quarter of an hour later 
a terrific concentration of artiUer} fire ■^vas put 
doivn on the camp The hail of shells poured 
down onto the defences, the lorry parks, the dumps 
and headquarters In the morning light the camp 
was blotted out by a huge cloud of dust, thickened 
6y fjhf fharr dvriTwag* Aunaker swai' dvGvHS’ 

25 minutes this fearful bombardment con 
tinned while the tanks and infantry advanced 
from the north west 

The battalion of Itabau tanks were in the 
habit of spending the night in leaguer outside the 
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gate at the north-west corner of the camp. There 
they were found by our advancing “ I ” tanks. 
Some of them had their engines running, but the 
crews were not ready. In less than live minutes 
every one of those 28 monsters was knocked 
out. In an area of about 500 yards square 
lay this collection of giants, many burning fiercely 
with their ammunition exploding, while on towards 
the perimeter of the camp swept the victorious 
“ I ” tanks, not one of which had even been stopped. 
On they went, up to the wall. Anti-tank guns, field 
guns, machine-guns and rifles blazed at them from 
the defences along the perimeter. The “ I’s 
reached the wall, checked and then ponderously 
heaved themselves up, over and down into the 
doomed camp. The Italians and Libyans fought 
stoutly, the gunners in particular firing their guns 
until they were shot down or run over. But even 
a field gun, fired at 30 yards range, made no 
impression on these wonderful tanks. Across the 
camp they roared, putting a shell into each dug-out 
and firing their machine-guns down each trench. 
The enemy troops were aghast. Their anti-tank 
guns were useless, their Molotov Cocktails had no 
effect, they could do nothing.* 

Then came the armoured carriers of our 
battalions, shooting up strong points that had been 
passed, and holding the ground that had been won. 
The work of these crews was particularly gallant, 
for the carrier is not a light tanlc. Close behind 
rolled the infantry in lorries Some 700 yards 
from the camp the lorries halted, and out 
poured the men. In front went the Cameron 
Highlanders, then the Eajputana Eifles. The 

* General Maloti, the Italian Comraander of Nibeiwa, was 
' fculed early on He came out of few dug-out just as a tank 
approached, and was killed instantaneously His son was wounded 
and captured 
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Jocks mopped up the first half of the camp. The 
enemy, terribly shaken by the artillery bombard- 
ment and the invulnerable tanks, and having 
suffered heavy casualties, could not stand the sight 
of the bayonet. They now began to surrender in 
large numbers. The Camerons pushed on, storm- 
ing isolated points of resistance, bombing dug-outs 
and collecting prisoners by the hundred. Through 
them went the Eajputana Rifies, to clear up the 
further half of the camp. Through the dust and 
smoke they advanced, the bayonet a terrible 
weapon in the hands of these men from the plains 
of northern India. By 8.25 a.m. all resistance was 
over. In one hour and 25 minutes from the firing 
of the first shell, this huge camp was in our 
possession. Nearly 4,000 p^^isoners had been taken, 
with many guns, lorries and vast quantities of 
stores. It was a magnificent victory. 

Nibeiwa presented a fearsome sight. The wind 
was rising and iii the swirling clouds of dust, 
columns of smoke rose from the burning tanks and 
lorries. An ammunitiou dump, blazing fiercely, 
added to the noise and confusion. Along the 
perimeter were many dead and wounded. Though 
the Italian doctors had stuck to their posts, the 
collection of the casualties was not easy owing to 
the duststorm which now became so dense that 
visibility was frequently down to a mere five yards. 
The thousands of prisoners were marshalled outside 
the camp, and were evacuated in captured 
transport. It has been very widely presumed that 
the large number of prisoners taken in this 
campaign indicated that the Italians did not fight. 
This is not correct. They fought well, but the 
conditions of desert warfare are such that defeated 
troops, deprived of their transport, cannot retire 
on foot to other positions owing to lack of water. 
Any body of men retreating into this grim desert 
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IS doomed to a dreadful death of hunger and thiist 
A fe^\, very few, managed to get awav to the 
Tummar Camps, but the surprise had been so 
complete and the attack so ovei whelming that no 
organised letreat could be made 

Fiom the west came the sound of filing wheie 
our armoured troops were engaged In this storv, 
little mention is made of the doings of the 7tli 
Armoured Division, for it is only intended as a 
recoid of the actions of the Indian troops But 
this should not be taken as any lack of appreciation 
of its great work Its Cavalrj and Tank 
Regiments have won a name for themselves equal 
to that of the famous Light Division in the 
Peninsular "War 

The Tummai Camps 

At 8 40 a ra the second phase began A fresh 
brigade which included the Rojal Fusiliers, the 
1st Punjab Regiment and another battalion of the 
Rajpntana Rifles moved lound the south and '^est 
of NibeiwT. to a point some three miles due west 
of Tummar "West Camp The rendezvous was 
marked bv no feature either on the giound or the 
map, and in the raging duatstorm it entailed a 
most difficult piece of leading The young officer 
responsible led the brigade with the calmness of an 
old hand and placed it with complete accuracy 
The artillcn group, escorted by the Rajput Regi 
ment, moved northivards to the east of Nibeii\a, 
and by 10 a ra all was set foi the next assault 
Actually the attack did not take place till some 
tunc latei, due to the difficulty of locating the camp 
itself in the duststorm Eventuallj the brigadier 
with his commanders had to drive to vithin 400 
yards of the walls before its position was 
accuratelv ascertained, and thence make a hurried 
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withdrawal Fortunately the Italians had sent no 
patrols to find out what was happening at 
Nibciwa, they sat in Tumraar West waiting to see 
Tihat was going to happen next At 1 pra they 
found out 

Once again the teirific storm of shells came 
down on the enemy, and the tanks, carriers and 
infantry started towards the western extremity of 
Tummar West Again the tanks met with a stout 
resistance which once more was unavailing The 
infantry carriers came in foi a tougher time than 
at Nibeiwa, but they were handled with superb 
gallantrj It is difficult on these occasions to 
single out men for special mention, but the story 
of Havildai Kalyau Singh of the 1st Punjab 
Ecginient will gi\o some idea of the determination 
with which those earner crews performed their 
perilous work When inside the camp where 
theic was still mnch lesistance all around his 
carrici was set ou fiie by a hand gicnade He 
w reached his gun from its mounting getting 
badly burnt as ho did so, and at once wont 
into action on the ground, silencing an enemy post 
Not until his last round had been fired did ho think 
of getting away, and then still under fire saw his 
men packed into another earner hefoie finding room 
for himself 

The lnfant^^ followed up iii their lorries to 
withtu 150 yards of the wnllb The dri\i.rs of these 
lorries were New Zealanders, who showed great 
bravery under fire in bringing their vehicles so 
close to the enemy position , many of them 
accompanied the infantry in the assault after 
dcbussing Although there was considerable rifle 
and mnclmic gun fire no mau was hit in the lorries, 
piobib]\ because in the excitement the Italians 
forgot to lower their sights A number of 
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casualties ^\ele suffeied when crossing the open 
space to the walls of the camp, but there was no 
stopping the troops, who went in with tremendous 
dash and elan Once again a British battahon 
(the Eoyal Fusiliers) led the wa\, and an Indian 
battalion (1st Pun 3 ab Eeguneiit) passed through 
to take the further half of the fortifications The 
Rajpntana Rifles, remaining in lorries, proceeded 
along the north side of the camp, ready to move 
on to the attack on Tummar East 

The Fusiliers went in with the bayonet and 
soon had the first half of the camp mopped 
up Many prisoners were taken but several 
casualties were incurred including Lieutenant 
Colonel Johnson, commanding the legunent, who 
was mortally wounded Then the 1st Pun 3 ab 
Regiment went through with their conuuauding 
officer at their head There was a much greater 
degree of resistance in this half of the camp than 
had previously been met, but the Pun 3 abis pro 
ceeded methodically with the work of reducing 
strong points, clearing dug outs and collecting 
piiBoners B\ 4 pm the camp was entirely in our 
hands, except for a few machine gun posts in the 
eastern defences Some three or four thousand 
prisoners and again large numbers of vehicles and 
stores were taken 

The scene was remarkable Large 10 ton 
lorries filled with ammunition were burning and 
exploding A huge dump of fireworks blazed 
merrily giving a display that would have drawn 
thousinds at Diwali The duststorm was djung 
down, but tile camp was enshrouded hv dense clouds 
of smoke Documents, equipment, abandoned 
rifles and wounded lay everywhere Yet in this 
scene of carnage mules were making the best of 
their opportunity amongst the stores of forage 
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As soon as it was seen that the attack on 
Tnmmar West was snccessfnl, the Rajputana Rifles 
moved on to attack Tn mm ar East. Just after 
passing the north-eastern corner of the captured 
camp, a counter attack accompanied by tanks 
developed from the east. Dismounting from their 
lorries the Rajputana Rifles* poured in rifle and 
inachine-gnn fire from the flank, joining hands with 
the Ist Punjab Regiment* in the defences. Two 
enemy light tanks attacked a platoon of the 
‘ ‘ Rajrif ’ ’,t but a Lance Naik stalked one of 
tliem and set it on fire with a Molotov Cocktail. 
Both tanks thereupon surrendered. The enemy 
counter attack got into the south-east corner of the 
camp, but was repulsed by fire from Battalion 
Headquarters of the Ist Punjab Regiment. 
Another portion of the enemy forces then attacked 
the Rajputana Rifles, who drove them off w'ith 
withering fire, inflicting over 200 casualties. The 
enemy in this assault lost 400 killed and wounded 
and 700 odd prisoners, but the attack on Turnmar 
East was so delayed that it was postponed until the 
morning. The Rajputana Rifles patrolled through- 
out the night and next day at first light occupied 
Turnmar East without opposition. The garrison 
had retired to Pt. 90. 

At nightfall the British brigade had moved 
up to a position facing Sidi Barrani two miles north 
of Tnmmar West. Divisional Headquarters had 
joined the brigade inside the camp and the 
victors of Nibeiw'a were moving np. The battle 
had oompletely successfuL Everything had 


•The';e two battaJion® ha^e covered themselves with glory 
dunng the fighting in the Middle Ei'st Thi"! is the brief story of 
their first action, and later they were to show themselves even 
greater heroes at Agordat, before Keren, at the capture of 
Damascus, and in Cyrenaica in December li)41 

“"Rajnf” is the official abbreviation for the Rajputana Rifies, 
and IS frequently u«ed m conremtion 
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gone accoidmg to plan Thiee enemy camps had 
been captured, some 7,000 prisoners had been 
taken, about 100 guns of all types, several hundred 
motor vehicles, vast quantities of stores and 
ammunition were in our hands, while upwards of 
40 tanlvs had been destroyed Oui casualties had 
been almost ridiculously small It was not sur- 
prising that the troops were confident that the 
next day would bring further successes 

Very little sleep was had by anyone that night 
Rations had not arrived, but that made no 
difference for ample reserves for such an emergency 
were carried, also there was plenty of macaroni, 
tinned tunny fish, tomato sauce and cheese which 
were tried and quite liked for a change The 
enem> did no bombing during the night, for he 
cannot have known what the situation was, and 
dared not bomb the Tummar West area for fear of 
damaging his o^vn troops Once again the Royal 
Navy imder cover of daikness shelled Maktila, and 
this finally proved too much for the garrison which 
next day abandoned the position 

The Capture of Stdi Barrani 
Fighting re opened at an early hour on 
December 10 * The British brigade began to 
advance at 5 SO a m The plan was for this brigade 
to get astride the two roads running west from Sidi 
Barrani towards Buq Buq This would cut the 
line of retreat of the Blackshirt Division in Sidi 
Barrani and of the 1st Libyan Division now 
retiring from Maktila throi^h which Selby Fbrce 
from Mersa Matruh was already advancing The 
Camerons, Rajputs and Rajputana Rifles were to 
move up north of Tummar West facing Sidi 
Barrani 


•During the day orders were received for the 4th Indian 
Division to move to the Sudan unwelcome orders at such a tune 
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At 5.50 a.m. tiie British brigade moving north- 
west in motor transport was shelled at short 
range by enemy artillery in the Sidi Barrani 
defences. Getting out of their lorries these British 
regiments fought their way onward without 
artillery or tank support, in some cases using their 
anti-tank guns to counter the enemy artillery which 
was firing at a range of only 1,000 yards. A 
considerable number of casualties were suffered, 
but when the “ I ” tanks arrived and the British 
artillery opened fire, the battalions soon atormed 
the enemy defences. One of the Tank Regiments 
from the Annoured Division came np along the 
road from Bnq Bng and assisted in this attack. 
Over 2,000 prisoners were taken, all from the Ist 
Blackshirt Division, and it was noticeable that 
these troops did not fight nearly as well as the 
Italian Regulars and Libyans had done on the 
previoris day. The Argylc and Sutherland High- 
landers took heavy punishment in this battle. 
Lieutenant Muir, the regimental doctor, although 
severely wounded through the pelvis and the 
shoulder, and with his medical orderlies 
knocked out, organised a dressing post behind 
a low bank. Under sJiell and machine-gun 
fire he continued the work of dressing the 
wounded, afterwards organising a convoy of lorries 
to evacuate them to safety through the shelling. 
His own wounds were not looked to until he had 
seen the wounded into the main dressing station, 
and if ever a man earned his D.S.O it was he. 

At 4 p.in. another attack by the Queen’s Royal 
Regiment, the Leicestershire Regiment, the 
Camerons and the Kajputana Rifles was made 
on Sidi Barrani itself. This small fishing 
\iDage of about 20 small honses, had been 
completely destroyed in the scrapping and naval 
bombardments that had taken place during the 
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autumn Shortly after occupying the village the 
Italians hkd published the news that they had got 
the electric trams running m Sidi Barrani again, 
by such methods attempting to magnify the 
importance of the places they captured At 5 pm 
a message was received in Divisional Headquarters 
that British troops were in Sidi Barrani 
“ stopping the trams ’M The Italian corps com 
mander with all his staff and many others had 
been captured 

By nightfall the situation was very satis 
factory Two brigades were on a north south line 
through Sidi Barrani facing east, Selby Force was 
moving westwards from Maktila, while another 
brigade faced Pt 90 Camp 

That day (December 10) the enemy air force 
had been more active having recovered somewhat 
from the drastic bombing by the E A F and their 
heavy losses on the 9th A big dive bombing 
attach was earned out on the 11th Brigade during 
the morning, causmg a few casualties In the 
afternoon an extremely heavy raid was earned 
out on Tummar West, but only three men were 
wounded All three of these casualties occurred 
when the men stood up to shout encouragement 
and advice to our own fighters which arrived It 
is believed that two enemy bombers were brought 
down by fire from captured enemy anti aircraft 
guns manned by Indian sepoys, but it was 
difficult to see, owing to the dense clouds of dust 
raised by the explodmg bombs There were 
several other bombing and machine gun attacks 
during the day but the Eoyal Air Force kept 
them down to a mimmnm So long as a man is 
able to shoot back at tJie bomber he does not worry 
One Indian follower was found busy firing with a 
captnred rifle, hut as the aeroplane was then two 



THE TIGEB STRIKES 33 

miles off scurrying away close to the ground, his 
effort was exceedingly unpopular with those in 
front of him. 

On December 11 the plan was to round up 
the 1st Libyan Division and the remains of the 1st 
Blackshirt Division ■ on the coast cast of Sidi 
Barrani, while the garrison of Pt. 90 Camp was 
dealt with. The British brigade held Sidi Barrani 
facing oast with one Indian brigade to the 'south 
facing north-east. On the flank were the Central 
India Horse making touch with Selby Force, which 
advanced w’estward, gradually closing the circle. 
The fighting was not severe, and by midday most 
resistance had stopped, though in the thick dust- 
storm which was again blowing it was difficult to 
sec what was happening. 

Meanwhile a flag of truce was sent to the 
commander of Pt. 90 Camp carried by two 
prisoners escorted by I ” tanks. The envoys 
bore a message demanding the unconditional 
surrender of the garrison in order to save 
unnecessarj’ bloodshed. This was refused by the 
Italian commander, but the envoys stated that it 
was only done to save his honour (and the Uvea of 
ins family in Italy), and that he would not resist 
seriously. So the attad: was mounted. Again the 
concentration of shells descended and the tanks 
waddled forward, followed by the Ist Punjab Regi- 
ment. The enemy artillery repUed vigorously, 
but when the tanks climbed into the camp 
they found the garrison formed up as on parade 
with white flags flying. Some of the Italians even 
had their suit-cases and kit-bags packed beside 
them. Some 2,000 more prisoners were collected, 
•with the usual huge quantity of stores. 

There was no time to rest after these battles. 
The order was given to prepare for a long move, 
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and before 5 pm the hro Indian brigades, the 
artillery, tanks and C I H with Divisional Head 
quarters were on the move, leaving the British 
brigade and Selby Force to clear up the mess, 
and to reduce any points of resistance remaining 
By 10 p m the Division was moving 25 miles 
away to the south west on its way to try 
to catch the garrisons of the Sofafi Camps 
before they could retire But at this moment 
news was received that those positions had 
been abandoned and that the Armoured Division 
was following up, taking many prisoners A halt 
was ordered, and at last everyone was able to get a 
little sleep This last manoeuvre was probably the 
most brilliant performed by the Division, ivithout 
a single written order, after three days’ continuous 
fightmg and moving in a thick duststorm, the units 
disengaged themselves from the aftermath of a 
battle, replenished with petrol, food and w ater, and 
moved through the dark for 25 miles over previously 
unreconnoitred country 

The share of the 4th Indian Division in the 
battle was now finished On December 12 units 
started to move back to their old positions, while 
others afranged the evacuation of prisoners It 
was galling to sec other troops going forward to 
exploit the great success, especially as the move to 
the Sudan was a close secret No attempt could 
he made to count the guns, or estimate the amount 
of booty captured, but the Italian food and also the 
Chianti made welcome additions to the hard scale 
of rations on which all had subsisted since 
December 5 Supplies of water had been captured 
m the camps, which supplemented the meagre ration 
of half a gallon a man per day, and enabled some 
to get the first wash for a week This water was 
most unpleasant to dnnk as it contained a certain 
amount of the salted water from the cisterns Tea 
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made mtli it had much the same effect as a dose 
of hot epsom salts. Everyone incredibly 

dirty; the dust had matted in beards, faces •were 
blackened ■with smoke, and all were weary. But 
all were wonderfully happy. In three days the 
Division had taken over 20,000 prisoners, ■with 
many guns, tanks and stores. Three enemy 
divisions and the ITaletti Mobile Group had been 
utterly routed, while the Division had suffered 
less than 700 casualties. 

The nut had been cradced. General ‘Wavell’s 
army swept on to SoUum, Bardia, Tobruk, Derna 
and Benghazi. 


Mstij found it difficult to realise that tber bad been through 
their first battle and such an amanng victory It had gone so 
smoothly, Tntbout a single hitch, that it seamed ▼cry like the usual 
manoeuvres One sepoy, nben asked bow be had enjoyed the 
battle, replied '‘bobut achchba scheme I*’ 



FOUR 


The Advance into Eritrea 


^ HE scene now shifts to Eritrea, the oldest 
Italian colony. It is a curious country consisting 
of desert on three sides, with a well-watered plateau 
in the centre. Seven thousand feet up among the 
mountains lies Asmara, the capital, a to\vii with a 
pleasant e<\uable climate and more than 70,000 
Italian inhabitants. On the coastal plain is 
Massawa, a well developed and strongly defended 
port and one of the hottest places on earth. As 
the harbour was protected by many miles of coral 
reef an attack from the sea was not possible, while 
the strong land defences made an advance along 
the coast across an almost waterless desert seem 
equally foolhardy. iTbere is only one railway La 
Eritrea, of a gauge different to any other in the 
world, Eroro Massawa this line climbs the 7,000 
feet to Asmara and. thence drops down 5,QQQ feet 
to Agordat- The only road from the plateau down 
to the western, plains is at Keren, where road and 
railway wriggle their way through a narrow gorge 
into a long valley. To the traveller in the days of 
camel and mule transport the plateau seemed as 
remote and impregnable as a fastness of the gods, 
for the mountains rise hke a great wall, grim and 
even threatening in the harrier they present. 
Between these mountains and the Sudan Frontier 
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lies an arid, almost waterless desert,- dusty, flat 
ground lying between precipitous hills, covered with 
gaunt thorn scrub and tamarisk in the wadi beds, 
down which for three months of the year tear wild 
torrents to lose themselves in the sand. The 
climate even in the winter is hot, while in the 
summer it is almost unbearable. The 4fh and 5th 
Indian Divisions, which were now to operate in this 
grim country, were able to overcome the rigours 
of the climate, mainly owing to excellent medical 
and hygiene arrangements. 

On the arrival of the 4th Indian Division in 
the Sudan it was intended to attack the enemy in 
the Kasaala and Tessenei area, thus driving the. 
Italians out of the Sudan and making possible"' the 
re opening of the Sudan railway which had been cut 
by the Italian seizure of Kassala. Early', in 
January it became clear, however, that the enemy 
was preparing to retire from his exposed positions 
and that he was in fact already thinning but. 
Although the date originally fixed for the attack 
was February 8, aud the arrival of the 4th Division 
had been arranged to fit in with that date, it was 
suddenly decided to advance on January 19. 

The 4th Division was far from ready by this 
date. In the Gash Delta was Headquarters with 
the mobile Gazelle Force, which was now placed 
nnder this division, some artillery and part of one 
brigade. The 14th Punjab Regiment had not yet 
arrived. The 11th Sikh Regiment joined Gazelle 
jimf mfrw cTixpYsJAfv? wvAb .ts' jav.al^ .theip ap 

mobile as the remainder of this little force, but the 
other brigade was only just beginning to arrive 
at Gedaref, and would not be concentrated for 
another fortnight. The 5th Division on the other 
hand was ready, although one brigade was still 
down at Gallabat. 
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The Action at Keru 

Or January 19 the advance began. The 
enemy was found to have evacuated both Kassala 
and Tessenei during the previous 48 hours, and so 
both forces set off in pursuit. The 5th Division 
pushed along the fine motor road to Aicota, while 
the 4th Division advanced along the dry weather 
track towards Keru. Both columns were delayed 
by road mines, obstructions and demolitions 
prepared by the Italians, aud our Sappers and 
Miners had their first taste of the dangerous and 
trying work of clearing the roads. By the after- 
noon Gazelle caught up with the enemy at "Wachai, 
some 40 miles from Kassala, and at once engaged 
them, the Sikhs* having their first taste of fighting. 
During the night and early morning the enemy, 
who had suffered a number of casualties, abandoned 
'Wachai, retiring towards Keru. Gazelle followed, 
and again caught up. This time the Italians were 
moving through a defile between hills, giving the 
gunners the tyiio of target for which they prayed. 
Passing through that night, Gazelle by 4.30 n.m. on 
January 21, having advanced against opposition 
nearly 70 miles in 48 hours, made contact with the 
enemy in the Keru defences. 

At this place the road passes through a narrow 
gorge more than a mile long enclosed by steep 
rocky mountains some 1,200 feet high. It was 
known that the enemy intended to make his stand 
there, where strong defences had been prepared; 
it was the first of the positions considered 
impregnable by the Italians — ^Keren, Ad Teclesan 
and Amba Alagi were the others. 


• Althouph there are Sikhs m many other regimeats, especially 
the PLnjab Regiments and although the llth Sikh Regiment does 
not consist entirely of Sikhs m this work the llth Sikh Regiment 
IS often referred to as the Sildis”. 
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At 7 am Gazelle Headquarters and a battery 
of British artillor> -wore charged from the rear by a 
squadron of Eritrean ca\alrj Out of the scrub 
thej burst, galloping funouslj, and throwing the 
Uttlo Italian hand grenades at anjonc near The 
guns •\\cre rapidly turned round and opened fire 
at point blank range Gazelle Headquarters di\ed 
into their sht trendies and started to fire ^\lth 
everything aiailable, c\en antitank ritles and 
rc\ol\cr8 The charge was stopped less than 30 
jards from the guns, and the fc\\ surviving 
cavalrjancn fled tiursucd b> an armoured car 
Out of the 60 men who made the charge, 25 dead 
and IG wounded were left on the ground It was 
a most gallant affair, but demonstrated bojond all 
doubt that this obsolete arm cannot bo used to 
attack troops armed with modern weapons 

During the da> the Cameron Highlanders and 
Ka 3 putnna Rifles had been raov ing up behind Gazelle 
along the hot airless vallc>, frequently being 
bombed, but suffering few casualties owing to the 
cover from view among tfie thorn trees Down to 
the south the 5th Division occupied Aicota, and then 
divided One Indian Infnntrj Brigade continued 
along (lie “ autostrada ’* towards Barentu, while the 
otlier turned iiortli east bj a drj weather track 
to Biscia 
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On the 22ud took place the first serious fight 
of the campaign During the early hours of the 
morning the Sikhs climbed the mountain just to the 
south of the Keru Gorge and by daylight were on 
top, after hard fighting Then it nas found that 
the hill was separated from the mam ridge by a 
deep valley, impossible to cross with the enemy 
holding the far side Fighting continued on the 
hill throughout the day, while Skinner’s Horse 
mbbled at the defences on the low ground and the 
Camerons arrived to help the Sikhs By nightfall 
the enemy’s foremost defences had been driven back 
and severe losses inflicted The Italian colomal 
troops had fought stoutly, as they did throughout the 
campaign, but just before darkness there were signs 
that the enemy were beginning to evacuate their 
defences During that night patrols kept touch, 
and by the morning it was found that the enemy 
had abandoned this almost impregnable position 

All signs of resistance having censed by 7 am. , 
Skinner’s Horse attempted to enter the gorge 
The road, however, had been demolished in several 
places, and both the road and the river bed had been 
heavily mined, making it impossible to get through 
"Worlcmg at high pressure, the Sappers and Mmeis 
methodically cleared a way, though as the mines 
had been cleverly laid and were most difficult 
to locate, this work was highly dangerous 
Fortunately there had not been time for the Italians 
to blow all the charges, while in some cases the 
mines had not been buried and were lying beside 
the road By 3 pm the Kajputana Rifles had 
trickled through the gorge and were following up 
the retreating enemy Oontaot was regained m the 
hills to the east just before dark 

The enemy’s retreat was primarily caused by 
the movement of the 5th Division to get astride 
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the lines of communication of this position, although 
the battering given by Gazelle had assisted. 
During January 23 the H.LJ., with various 
armoured units of the Sudan Defence Force, 
estabhshed themselves on a north and south line 
from Bahar, some 15 miles east of Keru, and by 
the afternoon were in touch with the enemy in the 
hills. 

On January 24 the first major defeat of the 
Italian forces in Eritrea took place, when the five 
Colonial battalions cut off in the Keru hills were 
smashed. After considerable fighting all day the 
H.L.I. assisted by the 10th Balueh Begiment,* 
inflicted severe casualties on the enemy and cap- 
tured over 700 prisoners including the brigade 
commander and all his staff. Gazelle and the 
Eajputana Rifles collected another three hundred. 
Although a portion of the enemy managed to escape 
through the scrub, none got back as formed bodies. 
The Italian Colonial Brigade was so broken that 
it was not used for any further fighting during the 
campaign, until it was met and finally annihilated 
at Ad Teclesan. 


The Pursuit to Agordat 
Gazelle followed by the Camerons, Eajputana 
Rifles and the 14th Punjab Begiment, who had 
caught up after being bombed in the train from 
Haiya, now pushed on taking little part in the fight. 
Biscia, some 35 miles from Keru, was reached by 
Jltf* if ss^ xhsstSGiMSfg ihsis 

were hurried out by this mobile little force. 
Throughout the day the enemy aircraft continued 
their bombing, and so great had been the speed of 
the advance that the B.A.P. added its quota of 


•Often referred to as “the Baluchis". 
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bombs on the long- suffering Gazelle, fortunately 
witb. little effect. 

By 1 p.m. next day the main defences covering 
Agordat on the Biscia Road had been contacted, 
v’hile the autostrada had been cut some six miles 
from the town. On this road two large convoys 
of motor lorries were intercepted, over 100 
prisoners and more than 20 vehicles being 
captured. Just before dark five enemy medium 
tanka attacked in this area. In this first action 
^vith tanks in the campaign, the enemy were driven 
off mth the loss of one and another badly damaged. 

At nightfall the Rajputana Rifles arrived to 
assist Gazelle. This battalion had marched CO 
miles in three days over heavy going, and had 
actually covered 120 miles in seven days. Next day 
the remainder of the brigade arrived and took 
over the rest of the front from Gazelle. At the 
same time a brigade of the 5th Division moved 
south to cut the autostrada 20 miles from 
Barentu. Two battles now started, the 4th Division 
at Agordat and the 5th at Barentu, and were 
fought simultaneously. For the sake of clarity 
they are recounted separately. 


Preliminary Manoeuvres at Agordat 
On January 26 reconnaissances were carried 
out to discover the location and extent of the 
enemy’s defences on the west of Agordat, while 
Gazelle attempted fo get round the tovTi to the 
south and cut the road to Keren. To the east of 
the to\ni arc high steep hills, rising 1,000 to 1,500 
feet from the plain. Through these Gazelle was 
nnnblc to find a way and so withdrew to make an 
attempt to the north. That was also found 
impossible owing to steep scrub-covered lulls. 
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whicli the enemy -were holding in strength 
Agordat is a small toini, -with an Italian quarter 
on low lulls overlooking the remainder, Ijang on 
the south bank of the River Baraka, which at this 
time uas a wide, di^, sandj bed, lined on cither 
side bj a thick palm forest South west of the 
town IS a long, steep ridge named Laquotat, on 
either end of A\hich arc forts Between Laquotat 
and Mt Cochen to the cast lies a rolling plain 
covered with tliorn scrub, while just to the south 
cast of the town arc four hills strongly fortified 
The garrison consisted of some Blackshirts and 
three brigades, including the 2nd Brigade of 
five battalions which had fought well in British 
Somaliland and was considered the star Colonial 
Bngade in Italian East Africa 

January 27 saw a further stop in 4th Division's 
concentration, for the second Brigade was brought 
up in lorries all the way from Kassala However, it 
was not yet complete, for the other battalion of the 
Rajputana Bifloa had still to join The original 
date by wbicli the concentration of this 
brigade was to Imve been completed at Gedaref 
was Pebruarj 5, but actually it finished its 
concentration at Agordat, in face of the enemy, five 
days earlier, and 250 miles further forward It 
was a great feat of organisation, entailing much 
extra work cspcciallj on the part of the R I A S C 

The enemy confined his activities to spasmodic 
shelling but there were frequent, though not heavy, 
bombing and jnsichwo gun attacks from the air As 
had been prcMously experienced in the "Western 
Desert and at Kassala the Italians never sent out 
anv patrols either to gam information or to harass 
the forward troops Tlic Division took advantage 
of this on Januarv 28 when the 1st Punjab 
Regiment and the Sikhs worked their way forviard 
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towards Laquetat mthout meeting any opposition 
The 14th Punjab Regiment trickled forward 
across the plain towards Mt Cochen and by 
SIX o’clock in the evening had established them 
selves on top without being fired upon The 
Rajputana Rifles and the Camerons followed across 
the plain, and by nightfall these three battalions 
were established on the flank of the enemy position, 
while the advance on Laquetat pmned the enemy’s 
attention to his front 

During the night the 1st Punjab Regiment 
and the Sikhs advanced on Laqnetat with orders 
to seize it if possible, but not to incur casualties 
The battalions found that the hill was strongly 
held, and withdrew One company of the Sikhs 
actually got up onto the hill, though not into the 
fort itself, hut was also brought back at daybreak 
These battalions were then quietly moved from 
this sector, which was taken over by Gazelle, and 
slipped across to join the others below Mt 
Cochen A few “ I tanks also arrived during the 
day and by the evening the 4th Division was con 
centratod ready to attack on the weakest flank of 
the enemy position 

The Fight on Mt Cochen 
Meanwhile, however, the situation had changed 
on Mt Cochen This stoop mountain rises 
about 1,500 feet from the plain It is covered with 
thin scrub and hidden in clouds every morning until 
chant 9 O.WJ. Oiaw«, vw \t he 

seen that it stretches for about two miles in steep 
knife edge ndges and gullies as far as the gorge 
through which runs the motor road to Keren To 
the south cast a tumbled mass of rugged hills 
stretches ns far as the eye can sec During the 
prev lous night the oncmj had brought back at least 
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two battalions and throughout the day heavy, 
confused fighting had taken place on top. The 
Rajputana Rifles were sent up to join the 14th 
Punjab Regiment and the brigadier with a skeleton 
headquarters took command on the peak. A force 
with no animal transport like this division was at 
a disadvantage in mountain warfare. There were 
no mules to carry up supplies, and guns could not 
be got up the hills to give that close support which 
is so necessary in this type of fighting.* One com- 
pany from ea^ battalion was employed on carrying 
water, food and ammunition to the top of the 
mountain, and a company of Bengal Sappers and 
Miners assisted. 

The obscure situation on Mt. Cochen delayed 
the attack nest morning. It became necessary to 
clear the enemy from the foothills, especially from 
the low ridge, which was named “ Gibraltar 
standing out into the plain for nearly .half a mile 
and barring progress like a wall. The' Camerons 
attacked this, and after much fighting took it, 
beating off counter attacks during the afternoon. 
But up on Mt. Cochen severe fighting was taking 
place and the two Indian battalions were hard 
pressed. The enemy had by now brought back five 
battalions from bis defences to the area of Mt. 
Cochen and attacks were made from the north- 
west, north-east and even south-east. Pack guns 
also had been taken up and onr troops were given 
a very hard time. During the afternoon a heavy 
attack on the Rajputana Rifles was driven off, but 
with the enemy getting guns in the rear of the 
position, the brigadier decided to withdraw a short 


•For inoimtaiD warfare a gun, whjch can be taken to pieces 
and earned on mule*', is necessary The 4th Indian Division was 
equipped with 25-pounder Field Gun*, which have proved the 
outstandins artillcr 3 ' weapon of the war, but which cannot be 
earned up mountains 
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distance and re organise In this estraordmanly 
tangled country the situation had become very con 
fused, vith small local hghts proceeding in many 
different places During the early hours of 
darkness a retirement was successfully carried out 
to an area overlooked by the mam peak, but covered 
from the enemy positions to the north and north 
east Tlie movement i\as not without exciting 
incidents The commanding officer, signalling 
officer and two sepoys of the Bajputana 
Bifles when carrying back a wounded Indian 
signaller were followed up by some of the enemy 
who got ivithm 30 yards The party managed 
to get back, although unfortunately the signaller 
died The bngadier and commandmg officer ro 
organised the battalions, who were still full 
of fight after their gruelhng time The 
companies carrying up supplies were terribly 
tired, but after a short rest continued their 
distressing work These men had a task which 
carried no glory or excitement, soul destroying, 
utterly boring, back breaking and yet dangerous 
work But to them was largely due the success 
gamed m the battle 

Before dawn the Rajputana Rifles, 14th 
Punjabis and the Sappers and Miners attacked 
again They gained the peak, forced the enemy 
back, and advanced towards the main road A 
partj of Sappers and Miners and 14th Punjab 
Regiment, 20 men of each, put in a most 
spirited bajonet charge on a large party of the 
enemy Afterwards in that place 100 Colonial and 
four Italian dead were counted, which gives some 
idea of the fury of this charge by men from the 
Punjab The fight in the clouds on the mountain 
was now over, the enemy troops were seen to be 
retreating Leaving the Rajputana Rifles to mop 
up, the 14lh Punjab Regiment and the Sappers 
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and ^Miners ■withdrew. This fierce battle enabled 
the main attack on the plain to take place that day 
without serious interference. The Kajputana Rifles 
had fought like heroes, while the company of 
Bengal Sappers and Miners deserve special 
mention. 



FIVE 


The Battles of Agordat and Barentu 


Agordat 


It is twenty minutes past five in the morning- 
The thin mist is just beginning to show 'grey hi 
the first light o£ the dawn. From the heights of 
Mt. Cochen the sounds of battle, the sharp crack 
of rifie shots, the rattle of machine-guns, the 
harsher esplosions'of grenades, come dully to the 
ears, deadened by the thick blanket of fog that 
envelops the peaE The plain is strangely quiet. 
From the back areas the blurred hum of motor 
engines blonds -with the dim early morning light, 
and, adds to the tenseness as zero hour is awaited- 
Suddenly our artillery opens. The overhanging 
cloud is lit with dull orange flashes from the gnns 
and bursting shells. The noise reverberates among 
the hills till it sounds like one continuons peal of 
thunder. The Camerons slip do^vn the wall of 
Gibraltar and toil their way along the foothills, 
down into the gullies and np the precipitous little 
ridges. The enemy is shaken; he cannot stand the 
threat of the bayonet; the Camerons make their 
way on, mopping up nests of enemy until they get 
round the north-western shoulder of Mt. Coclieu, 
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Loc Liqa ««rosi th« pUm fraro the Fort os Laquetet towardi 
Mo int Cochen The wall of Gibraltar can be seen et ebing out 
into the ph n from the far mo tnlain* 
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looking across a plain, Ihinly covered, with scrub, 
to the main road, the Italians* only lino of retreat. 

Meanwhile the artillcrj' has changed its target. 
It now pours its torrent of shells into the line of 
trenches stretching across the plain from Laquetat. 
As it docs so the engines of the four “ I ’» tanks, 
which have been gently purring, roar into life. 
Across the flat plain they crawl, crushing trees in 
their progress, tipping down into the little water- 
courses and climbing ponderously out on the far 
side. The infantry armoured carriers follow 
boiiind, like piglets scurrying after the old sow. 
Behind again come the Royal Fusiliers, grim-faced, 
hoarded under their steel helmets. As the tanks 
approach the enemy line the fire becomes intense so 
that it is impossible to distinguish individual shots. 
The continuous rattle sounds ns if a whole school 
of small hoys were ninning their sticks along on 
iron paling. Tho tanks reach the lino. The 
enemy’s Urc begins to die do^vn. The Fu.siliors 
come in with the bayonet. Tlie fighting is fierce, 
but our men arc fiercest. Tho news comes back 
“ tlie position is ours Once again our combina- 
tion of artillery, tanks and malcliless infantry has 
gained tho day. The enemy’s line is broken and 
tho 4th Division is threatening the only route by 
which the Italians can withdraw their guns and 
wheeled vehicles. 

But the battle is not yet won. There is still 
fight loft in the enemy. From tho Camerons comes 
the nows that in front of them they have scon tanks 
and infantry apparently preparing to counter 
attack. Tliey also proudly report that they have 
knocked out an Italian medium tank %vilh one shot 
from an anti-tank rifle; a report received with some 
scoptici.sm hut afterwards proved to be correct. At 
once tho “ I ” tanks are recalled from the front of 
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the Fusiliers ; three return but the fourth is enjoying 
itself and cannot be found. At 10 a.m. the three 
tanks %nth seven infantry carriers in front roll 
round the comer of Cochon to do battle with the 
enemy. The carriers are acting as bait to entice 
the enemy tanka into action — and they succeed. 
Out onto the plain come ten medium and eight light 
tanks intent on the easy prey of seven little carriers. 
Then from the scrub burst the three “ I ” tanks, 
and the battle is on. It is not much of a fight ; in 
a few minutes six medium and five light tanks are 
knocked out, many blazing. Great pillars of dark, 
greasy smoke shoot up with flames from which come 
loud reports as the ammunition explodes. On roll 
our monsters into the valleys running up to the 
hills. Here they find a Blackshirt battalion ready 
to attack. The Fascists break and rnn; if they 
climb into the hills they are safe, bnt in their panic 
they fly along the valley bottom. They are shot 
down by the dozen. The Camerons follondng up 
collect the remainder and the 150th Blackshirt 
Battalion ceases to exist. While the infantry press 
on towards the road, the tanks return for the next 
phase of the attack. 

The 1st Punjab Kegimcnt now takes the 
stage. They have to capture the four hills astride 
the road just outside the toivn which their com- 
manding officer names Tinker, Tailor, Soldier and 
Sailor. They are fortified with concrete emplace- 
ments, trenches and wire and the commanding 
officer is told that he must get them and hang onto 
them throughout the night whatever may happen. 
At 2.30 p.m. the Punjabis start across the plain, 
leaving the Fusiliers watching Laquetat on their 

.1 ii.. -i... .t ^ 
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Ecgimont is on Tinker and Tailor mopping up the 
dug-outs and organising their defences in 
preparation for a sticky night. 

The enemy, however, has had enough. With 
his lino of communication cut and his main position 
turned, ho makes haste to get away what he can 
before ail his forward troops arc “ put in the bag 
In the evening light men can be seen coming down 
off Laquetat and running across the plain, and the 
R.A.F. reports that the Cochen Gorge is choked 
with men and vehicles. Night falls, pitch dark 
and the armoured cars of the Sudan Defence Force 
arc unable to find a way into Agordat across the 
many gullies. Two “ I ” tanks arc sent ’into the 
gorge with orders to do as much damage as possible. 
This they do and chaos reigns in Uic narrow pass. 
The rout is complete. 

• 4 * 4 4 

Nest day at first light the Division wont into 
the town, which was found abandoned. The enemy 
had slipped away by a track to tbc north of the 
River Baraka, leaving all his guns, vehicles, and 
huge quantities of stores. About a thousand 
prisoners had been taken and this number was 
doubled when the pursuing forces overtook 
stragglers. It had boon o great victory, brought 
about by a brilliant manoeuvre. The enemy’s 
strong positions were turned and his lino of retire- 
ment cut. All troops, both British and Indian, had 
sho\sm their greatest fighting qualities in a struggle 
fvTl’i^V fTtW tveri'r -ixvsf’. Jis .sa Alv? 

Colonial Battalion which was smashed by the 
Fusiliers was thought to be finished. Yet ton days 
later it was fighting stoutly at Keren and continued 
to do so Ihrongliout that sue weeks’ battle. And 
that battalion was considered the worst in the 2iid 
Italian Colonial Brigade. 
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Barentu 

Round Barentu a very different type of battle 
•was taking place. There, there was no opportunity 
for wide manoeuvre. The enemy, though not as 
niunerous as at Agordat, had better ground to 
defend It was a grim soldiers’ battle in whidi the 
better men won by sheer fighting ability. 

Barentu is another town very similar to 
Agordat, lying on a small plain surrounded by 
steep, scrub-covered hills. One brigade of the 5th 
Division was advancing from Aicota, the other from 
Agordat ; the only possible line of retreat left to the 
Italians was by a road running westward. But this 
road fades out 25 miles from Barentu, and there is 
uo way up the escarpment except for men and 
animals. Retirement would mean the loss of all 
guns, vehicles and stores, so the Itabnns had no 
alternative but to stand and fight it out. 

On January 27 one brigade advanced south* 
wards along the Agordat autostrada. About eight 
miles from Barentu opposition was encountered. 
At this point the road climbs np to a pass through 
the hills surrounding the to^vn, and the enemy had 
completely blocked it to a great depth by rolling 
down huge masses of rock from the overhanging 
hills. The commanding heights and the lower 
features as well were held by the enemy. Next 
day the smaller bumps near tbo road were taken, 
enabling work on removing the blocks to be begun, 
ViA. tm Wfrs inifi un nu’oscqaen't days s'litt 
took place. The enemy would be cleared from one 
feature, but there were always other positions 
behind in this Lilly intricate country. It is not 
possible to recount any particular phase in this 
battle, in which the enemy iivas slowly driven back 
to within three miles of Barentu. Each battalion 
was continually taking part in small attacks, while 
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the Sappers and Miners worked like heroes at the 
many road blocks, frequently under fire. 

The Fighting on the Aicota Jtoad 

On the road from Tessenei the other brigade 
was fighting its way forward gradually. Opposed 
by the best part of two brigades, who took up a 
series of positions veiy ronghly 15 miles apart, 
it had to fight four separate actions. The first was 
on January 21, when a Colonial Brigade was 
evicted from a strong position astride the road 
by the 13th Frontier Force Rifles as a result of 
a wide movement round the flank. On January 
25 the brigade bumped the enemy again in an 
even stronger position. Next day a pre-dawn 
attack was not successful, for although the 2nd 
Punjab Regiment managed to get on to its objective, 
it was heavily counter attacked on one flank 
while its other flank was exposed owing to the 
"Worcesters having lost their way in the dark. 
Next day a further attack was put in, and, 
although only partially successful, so shook the 
enemy that they retired during the night. On 
January 28 yet another action had to be fought. 
The 13th Frontier Force Rifles again did an out- 
flanking movement which this time did not fully 
achieve its object. Later in the day, however, the 
2nd Punjab Regiment carried out a successful 
turning manmuvre round the other flank and the 
enemy was once more forced to retire. 

Contact was regained next day when the enemy 
was found to be holding most intricate and scrub- 
covered country some six miles from Barentu, the 
last possible position before the open plain 
surrounding the town was reached. Fighting 
against the position continued for three days, the 
enemy resisting most stubbornly and being with 
difEcnlty driven back step by step. On February 
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1, the day on ■which A^ordat fsll, the two 
brigades of 5th Division were exhausted and it 
appeared that Barentn would not fall until further 
reinforcements were received. But the enemy had 
been feeling the pressure severely and the news 
of the fall of Agordat was too much for him. 
Patrols, on the morning of February 2, found 
that the Italians had abandoned their defences and 
Barentn fell. 

During the advance along the road from 
Aicota, the Sappers and Miners had had much to 
do. In rear of each and any poBition the road had 
been very thoroughly mined, and as movement of 
vehicles off the road in this area was 
seldom possible, considerable delay was imposed. 
Although it was not so difficult to detect the mines 
as it had been on the dusty Keru track, it was a 
tedious job rendering them harmless. It is said 
that on one occasion the Sappers and Miners 
worked with such speed all through the night, that 
when dawn broke they had nearly caught up with 
the enemy. Only 300 yards ahead was a party of 
Italian Sappers busily laying mines! 

The 'Worcestershire Begiment, 2nd Punjab 
Regiment and 13th Frontier Force Rifles* bad 
fought very well in pushing across the difficult and 
scrubby country. The total casualties suffered 
by the 5th Division during the advance were 
434 killed, wounded and slightly wounded. 
This was heavier than those incurred at Agordat, 
but was not severe considering the large amount 
of hard fighting that had taken place. Later, when 
the 4th Division was to take over 1,500 casualties 

_ Frontier Porce Raiment and 12th Frontier Force 

r.vllf"’ scleral other uuts are frequently known aa 
The Pmera The nickname orismatcd in the days when the«o 
imila formed part of the Poojab Frontier Force 
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in the first Battle of Keren, it was realised that 
oui forces had got off very lightly, hut at the 
tune the losses seemed unpleasantly large 
Throughout the campaign the proportion of lightly 
wounded was high If a man when assaulting one 
of these boulder strewn lulls were to fall and cut 
himself badly he had to be evacuated for fear of 
the wound turning septic He would thus be shown 
as a casualty but in a fortnight he would be back 
with his unit perfectly fit 

In Barentu only the wounded in the hospitals 
abandoned by the Italians were taken prisoner, but 
in following up along the road to the cast, a 
Iilotor Machine Gun Company of the Sudan Defence 
Force picked up many exhausted stragglers both 
Italian and Entrean Some guns, velucles and 
considerable quantities of stores were found in the 
toim, and the booty was greatly increased when the 
pursuing troops readied the mountains Below the 
precipitous wall lay all the guns, ammunition and 
stores, for, unable to get anything except men and 
animals np the mountams, the enemy had had to 
abandon everything else Chased by our armoured 
cars and mobile troops, continually bombed from 
the air, this enemy force was utterly disorganised 
Over 3,000 prisoners were taken Many of the 
native troops went off to their homes, and their 
umts although afterwards reformed were never fit 
to be taken into action again It had been a very 
complete victory 

XJm Sager 

While the battles at Agonlat and Barentu were 
takmg place, one of the battahons of the 5th 
Mahratta Light Infantry (usually knoivn as “ the 
Mahrattas ”) was having a campaign all on its 
own This battahon, together with French 
Spahis and some small Sudan Defence Force 
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units, irere watching* the Italian garrison at 
TJm Hager ’nhere together with internal secnnty 
troops the enemy strength approached two brigades 
TJm Hager lies at the border junction of the Sudan, 
Abyssima and Eritrea The advance in the north 
threatened to cut off this post so the Italian 
commander decided to withdraw from the isolated 
valley Followed up by the Mahrattas the Italians 
began to retreat on January 25 It may have 
been “ according to plan ** but it was certainly not 
earned out “ m good order ”, for in addition to 
collecting a few prisoners, our troops found much 
equipment, including 75 lorries in good condition, 
abandoned m the area These Mahrattas hod also 
the rare distinction of capturing a gold mine, with 
all its machinery in full working order, normally 
employing 50 Italians and 2,000 native workers 

Gallabat 

One Indian Infantry Brigade was still at 
Gallabat watching the enemy at Mctemma The 
enemy retired m early February towards Gondar, 
and his retreat was very well carried out Long 
stretches of the road were rained and destroyed, 
the blocks being regularly covered by fire from 
small rearguards The Indians could make but 
slow progress m spite of the gallant work of the 
Sappers and Minors It was for his outstanding 
courage and endurance in clearing a way 
throu^ these mines that 2nd Lieutenant Premmdra 
Singh Bhngat was awarded the Victoria Cross, 
the first awarded to the Indian Army m 
this w ar and the first ever won 1)> an 
Indian Commissioned OIBcer All the Sappers and 
Miners in both diMsions could be proud of this 
recognition of the tedious, dangerous work which 
the) earned out often at night, frequently under 
fire and alwa^8 at a speed which increased the nsk 
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The First Fights at Keren 


O KUB more wG return to tie 4£Ii Indian Umsion. 
Late in the evening of Friday, January 31, 
Gazelle came for^vard to go in purenit ot the flying 
Italians, although Agordat had not been then 
occupied. At first light the force moved through 
the Cochen Gorge and started off along the motor 
road to ■Keren, somo 60 miles away. The gorge 
presented a scene of great disorder. Lead and 
wounded lay along the road, lorries still smouldered 
and great heaps of ammunition and supplies were 
dumped iu the scrub. By 0 a.m. Skinner's Horse 
reached the Ponte Mussolini (later rechristened the 
Ponte Platt) 15 miles from Agordat, a great steel 
bridge of four spans over the Biver Baraka. 
Although it had not collapsed, several girders had 
been cut by explosive charges and it was unusable. 
The approaches on both sides had been heavily 
mined, as had also the drj* bed of the river, which 
is sandy and almost impassable to motors. It took 
eiffbt. bouts for Gny.ehp +fv wn* ft... 
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get any ■wheeled ■vehicle up In five miles the road 
rises 1,500 feet and is cut on the steep side of 
the mountains like the hill roads of India Two 
hundred yards of road had been blo^wn down into 
the gorge and in two places the hill above had fallen 
clown forming complete obstacles 

On Monday the tanks, in an attempt to get 
past the block, gave covering fire to men vho 
tried to clear the road, but the task proved 
impossible There was no other way 'up these 
mountams The cavalry searched all along the 
foothills, but far to the north and far to the south 
a forbidding impassable wall forbade all wheeled 
movement The 4th Division had come to the place 
which the Italians had always confidently said 
would make it impossible to capture Asmara from 
the west 

One brigade remained la the Agordat area, 
mopping up on lift Cochen, collecting the booty 
ami organising the town, where the inhabitants had 
had a glorious night of looting before the arrival 
of our troops The victors of Cochen moved up to 
join Gazelle on Sunday, marching and being ferried 
in all available lorries, and the nest day an attempt 
was made to scale the mountains to the west of 
the Keren Gorge 

The surroundings of Keren are grim and 
forbidding The road winds up tlio narrow 
Asculora Valley with rocky precipitous mountains 
on cither side gnduall) closing in But before the 
end IS readied a narrow ravine enters from the 
north oast This is the famous Dongolaas Gorge 
dowTi which come the railway and the road from 
tlio plateau To the cast is the pinnacle of 
Dologorodoc vrith a fort on top, ■while to the west 
stands the vast bulk of Mt Sancinl towering 
1 000 feet higher Behind Dologorodoc rise the two 
great massifs of Zeban and Fnlcstoh, while to the 
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north of the valley are great inountains running np 
to the peaks of Amba, Saminana and Beit Gabru 
The Italians appeared to be justified m their claim 
that Keren "was impregnable During the time 
that the 4fh Division remained in the valley, every 
place got a name, many of which will go down in 
history Cameron Ridge, Sikh Spur, Rajpntaua 
Bidge were named after regiments which fought 
on them Sugar Loaf, Pimple, Pinnacle, Hog’s 
Back give some indication of the shape of the 
features. Hell Fire Corner richly deserved its 
histone name, while the desolate Scescilembi 
Valley was in gnm humour named the Happy 
Valley 

Cameron Rtdge 

On Tuesday reconnaissances were made and 
nest day the attack started The Camerons fooght 
their way up onto a ridge below the mam Sandul 
feature, inflicting heavy casualties on Italian and 
Colonial troops 2nd Lieutenant J A- Cockrane 
was awarded the D S 0 for great bravery, he had 
already won the M C for valour at Maktila 
From prisoners it was discovered that the Savoy 
Grenadier Division had arrived from Addis Ababa 
only two days before, this regular division of 
picked men, including Bersagbcri and Alpmi, had 
the finest troops in Italian East Africa, and 
throughout they fought well 

The 14th Punjab Regiment now seized 
Brigadier’s Peak without much opposition, 
and for the first time our troops were able 
to look down into the pleasant Keren Valley 
and the white buildmgs of the town itself 
Brigadier’s Peak, later shortened to Bng’s Peak, 
was the scene of much bitter fightmg during the 
next seven weeks Five tunes our troops attacked 
across the dividing ravme, up the boulder strewn 
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north of the valley are great mountains running up 
to the peaks of Amba, Sammana and Beit Gabru. 
The Italians appeared to be justified in their claim 
that Keren was impregnable. During the time 
that the 4th Division remained in the valley, every 
place got a name, many of which will go down in 
history. Cameron Ridge, Sikh Spur, Rajputana 
Ridge were named after regiments which fought 
on them. Sugar Loaf, Pimple, Pinnacle, Hog’s 
Back give some indication of the shape of the 
features; Hell Fire Corner richly deserved its 
historic name ; while the desolate Scescilembi 
Valley was in grim humour named the Happy 
Valley. 

Carnet on Ridge 

On Tuesday reconnaissances were made and 
nest day the attack started. The Camerons fought 
their way up onto a ridge below the main Sandul 
feature, indicting heavy casualties on Italian and 
Colonial troops, 2nd-Lieotenant J. A. Cockrane 
was awarded the D.S.O. for great bravery; he had 
already won the M.C. for valour at Maktila. 
From prisoners it was discovered that the Savoy 
Grenadier Division had arrived from Addis Ababa 
only two days before; this regular division of 
picked men, including Bersaglieri and Alpini, had 
the finest troops in Italian East Africa, and 
throughout they fought well. 

The 14th Punjab Regiment now seized 
Brigadier’s Peak without much opposition, 
and for the first time our troops were able 
to look down into the pleasant Keren Valley 
and the white buildings of the town itself. 
Brigadier’s Peak, later shortened to Brig’s Peak, 
was the scene of much bitter fighting during the 
next seven weeks. Five times our troops attacked 
across the dividing ravine, up the boulder-strewn 
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precipitous slopes from Cameron Eidge 1,000 feet 
bolo^^ , 'vnd four times they captured it On 
three occasions they were unable to hold it 
The 14th Punjab Hegunent held the position 
until the next mormng, when they were driven off 
by a counter attack The Rajputana Rifle<!, who 
were on their way to assist them and the Camerons 
held on to Cameron Ridge against strong assaults 
The 1st Punjab Regiment also arrived from 
Agordat 

Cameron Ridge was a difficult place to defend 
It was commanded from the heights above, in front, 
from the flanks and even rear, while all supplies, 
water, food and ammunition had to be carried up 
1,500 feet of rocky steep slopes to the troops on 
top And vet it had to be held, for if it were lost 
no attack could be mounted with the least hope 
of success It was held by a desperate defence 
Repeated counter attacks were lannUied during the 
next ten days to bo driven back by most gallant and 
in some cases indiMdual efforts Lance Naik 
Bhnira Ram of the Rajputana Rifles, a youngster 
just promoted, after a whole day of continuous 
shelling and constant attacks was left in command 
of a platoon reduced to seven men A night attack 
followed, so heavj that a neighbouring platoon was 
o\ormn and the whole brunt of Uio assault came 
on Bliaira Ram's tinj post h*ot only did he drive 
off this attack and another, hut with his remaining 
two men chased the retiring enemy with the 
ha^onct "Vriicn all was oior 11 enemy lay dead 
jnst outside his post and many more littered the 
lull side Other talcs of equal gallantry could ho 
told but this senes to show liou these British and 
Indian troops clung onto the exposed ndge nnd Aot, 
when the time came wore able to climb the hills 
nliovc and capture them from a stronglj entrenched 
ciiems 



THE TIGEB 8TEJK.ES 


63 


set for tbe attack on Acqaa Col at dawn on 
February 12. 

The night of February 11-12 was an exceed- 
ingly trying one for General Beresford Pierse. At 
8 p.m. information was received that a new enemy 
Colonial Brigade was down in the Baraka VaKey 
some 25 miles away to the south, making towards 
the Ponte ilussolini 35 miles in rear of the Division. 
At midnight came a report that enemy tanks had 
been met only a dozen miles from the bridge, and 
at 2.30 a.m. the grave tidings came back that the 
1st Punjab Eegiment had been counter-attacked 
and driven off Brig’s Peak with heavy casualties. 
In order to balance this the Hahrattas were 
withdrawn from the Happy Valley to support the 
battalions on Cameron Bidge, but this jeopardised 
the success of the attack on the Acqua Col. 

The C.I.H.* which had rejoined the Division 
two days previously, and which had already one 
squadron down watching the Baraka Valley, were 
sent off with some “ I ** tanks to oppose the enemy 
brigade. Next day further information was re- 
ceived that that brigade had started to retire 
towards Asmara. This Colonial Brigade was 
entirely equipped with mule transport aud was 
thus able to get down the escarpment. There can 
be no doubt that if 4th Division had had only one 
brigade on a pack transport basis, Keren would 
have fallen in the first week. For the first time 
the mobility of mechanisation was a disadvantage. 

The story of the enemy tanks gives an example 
of the difficulties that may arise in mobile war 
over such large areas. An K.A.F. wireless 
interception set had been sent do^vn the valley to 


•Tbe Central India Horse is usually known by its initials, in 
tbc samo m ly that the Higbland Light Infantry are often alluded to 
as " Lbo Hi J.”. 
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give warning of the approach of enemy aircraft to 
Agordat and there the crew had fired at what they 
suspected to bo enemy. A patrol of the C.I.H. 
under a Naik, hearing the firing set off in two 
armoured caj’rjers to investigate. The R.A.F. 
wireless crew, who had never seen a carrier before, 
slipped away back to Agordat and gave the alarm 
that they had been attacked by Italian tanks. The 
patrol of the who had seen the R.A.F. and 

knew of their position, carried on with their patrol, 
thinking nothing of the encounter. 

Failure 

The 1st Punjab Regiment had suffered severely 
on Brig’s Peak. The comiter attack had come in 
from the left and rear, rolling up the position. 
The acting commanding officer was killed, two 
company commanders had already been evacuated 
wounded and a third had been wounded and 
captured. In the three companies and headquarters 
more than 280 casualties were incurred. The 
artillery observation posts had been lost, and this 
was serious in view of the attack due to start at 
first lighi- 

In spite of the change for the worse in the 
situation, the attack started at 5.30 a.m. The 
Rajputana Rifles attacked the mountain to the left 
of the Acqua Col under cover of a heavy artillery 
bombardment. The companies climbed up the hill» 
but when they were still 200 feet from the top the 
artillery had to stop. In every attack it was this 
last 200 feet that was the difficulty. So steep were 
the hills that it was frequently hand and foot work, 
and it was not possible to see the enemy on the 
top. The ridges were knife edges. During the 
artillery bombardment the enemy troops were 
concealed in safety on the reverse slope, but as soon 





Looking across tho Ascidera VaUey from 5t 1710 Here our pontiona were overlooked on three sides and the artillery pos 
in the valley could all be seen from the enemy a observation poets 
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as tile artillery lifted they came to the top and 
8ho^\ered grenades on the climbing troops "With 
the light Italian grenades it was possible to hit a 
man 60 yards away, and it was amazmg that any 
troops managed to reach the top A few of the 
Kajputana Kiflea did manage to get there but these 
gallant men were not able to hold the position 
The others, unable to get on, obstinately refused 
to retire, and opened fire on any target that 
presented itself Sfeanwhile the Sikhs attacked the 
Sphinx on the other aide of the Col, with the same 
result One platoon managed to get m with the 
bayonet, and did great eiecntion, but it became 
clear that the enemy were too strong, and both 
battalions wore withdrawn 

The extra brigade from 5th Division was 
only lent to the 4th Division for oxploitmg 
beyond the Ool, and so the attach was 
called oS Both the Sikhs and the Bajpntana 
Rides had fought magmdcently under conditions 
that were as difficult as any that can be imagined 
Frequent references havo been made to the 
similarity of the fighting in Eritrea to tho mountain 
warfare on the North West Frontier of India and 
the implied suitability of the Indian troops for this 
type of fighting There are mountams in both 
these couutnes, but there the similarity ends Give 
the Pathan unlimited modern rides and ammunition, 
eqmp him with baud grenades, machine guns, 
mortars, artillcrj, and aeroplanes and let hun have 
barbed wire to strengthen the tops of hia UiUs , then 
take away the mule transport aud pack guns with 
which our troops are equipped on the frontier and 
conditions would be more alike Yet these two 
battalions nearly achioied tho impossible, indeed 
tho attack might have succeeded, hid it not been 
necessary to remove tlic Mahrattas to tho Cameron 
Ridge position The Itabans made no counter 
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attacks and it was afteiwaids learned that they 
had lost many men In fact the Duke of Aosta 
later admitted that his troops weie at their last 
gasp Had one more push then been possible Keren 
would have fallen 

The extra biigade slipped out of the valley that 
night and returned to the Tessenei area, where the 
5 th Division was now traiiung in fighting 
among the hills Later the brigade from Gallabat 
joined that Division and the whole \\ent through a 
course of intensive training, mainly physical, for 
the great assault of Keren Tins stood them in 
good stead, especially in the capture of Dologorodoc 
Fort in March 

The Period of Waiting 

Meanwhile the 4th Division clung onto its 
positions in the valley bcfoie Kcicu The troops 
were withdrawn from the Happy Valley, and after 
two days’ rest relieved those on Cameion Eidge 
That brigade then had its first rest since leaving 
Haiya on January 12, five weeks during wlndi 
they had advanced 380 miles, 180 against 
opposition They had fought two major battles, 
had rarely had enough sleep, and had had no 
opportunity for washing either their bodies or 
clothes Filthy, bearded, tired, they had well 
earned a lest, yet wthin two days they were clean, 
smart and full of life again 

There now follow ed four weeks of waiting while 
preparations for the great assault were made 
These were not wei^s of peace or quiet by any 
means Frequent attadcs were made on the 
Cameron Eidgo position, though there was never 
any serious attempt to push the defenders off 
Keepmg to the top of the mountain the euemv 
extended his hue round our left flank until gun 
positions, headquarters and hues of supply could 
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all bo secu The aitillery had a tough time down 
at the bottom of the vallej AVherever a gnn was 
placed it was at once spott^ and shelled A second 
hill named Pts 1702 1710 had to bo held, thus 
reducing the number of hoops who could be resting 
Fiom the hills above even the icar slopes ot 
Cameron Ridge could be seen A really strong 
attack would surelj have pushed the forward troops 
down into the valle> and thus postponed an attack 
on Keren indefimtely, but the Italians wore busy 
stiengthening then positions, eiectmg wire, making 
saugars and assuring themselves that this terrible 
mountain fortress really ivas impregnable During 
these four viceks the casualties from enemy action 
and sickness avciagcd ovei 30 a day, 1,500 for the 
whole polled, a terrific dram on these two brigades 
But oui troops aU\a>s bad the upper hand when 
patiola met Rarol> did a da> pass without some 
prisoners bemg brought in It is not surprising 
that under these hard conditions the troops got thin 
and hollow clicekod The Divibiou had been con 
tiiiuoubly on active service, with no rest undei 
comfortable conditions, alwajs m the open, smee 
the middle of August As a subedar explained, the 
war had done for his Ogurc what no amount of 
dieting or strenuous games had been able to do 
in peace 

All thiough the campaign it was most 
noticeable that the proportion of wounded to 
killed was very high and that the wounds were not 
serious This was due to the fragmentation of the 
Itahan bombs and grenades, which burst into raanv 
small pieces, wounding many but killing few 

The weather was growmg hotter all the while 
A few spots of ram fell on one or two occasions, 
and all wondered if the rams wore going to start 
early, and so stop the campaign But they held off 
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This period of waiting enabled the reinforce 
ments who arrived to be assimilated into units, 
where they quickly absorbed the indomitable spirit 
of the older hands The Camerons received drafts 
from a Midland Begimcut, who were welcomed 
with open arms, bemg known to the Highlanders as 
the ‘ ‘ Free British ’ * The young sepoys who 
joined the Indian battalions, never having heard 
a shot fired in anger before, vied with the hardened 
veterans in this, the toughest fighting imaginable 

The Sappers and Miners had a strenuous time 
during these sis weeks All the tunnels on the 
steep little railway had been very thoroughly 
blocked by the Itahans, who had removed rails and 
then released trucks filled with stone from the top 
The resultmg crashes in the tunnels would have 
thrilled any boy, but they were not appreciated by 
the tioops who had to clear them, working under 
great difficulties in the confined space All were 
cleared ^7lth the exception of Cameron Tunnel, 
below the ridge where the fighting was taking place 

Although a numbei of railway trucks had been 
found in Agordat, no engine had been captured 
Skinner’s Horse very nearly caught one, for when 
they reached the valley they saw the last tram 
pu^g its way up the line on the other side of the 
valley But as they climbed the hill they heard the 
tram pass above and perforce returned to the 
gorge empty handed Supply to the troops on 
Cameron Ridge became most difficult for the enemy 
shelled the road frequently and heavily Hell Fire 
Comer was a particularly hot spot So the 
Sappers and Mmers set to work to repair the 
railway line An ingenious system of trams was 
devised Light lorries, whose wheels fitted outside 
the rails, pulled trucks up to an improvised station 
below Hill 1702 It was not possible to reverse the 
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motor so it was baclLed up a ramp onto the truck, 
the brake was released and down it ran to the 
station in tlie valley In addition an express tram 
for senior officers was made from a trolley run by 
a motor cycle placed on it Tbe only accident on 
the railway, which was constantly under shell fire, 
was when the up express met the down goods, 
though the former was rapidly put mto reverse 
the passengers had the horrifying experience of 
watching the truck gaimng on them while they were 
unable to ]ump off owing to the sheer chff over 
which they would fall Fortunately the damage 
done was small, and the Sappers and Hmers soon 
had the line working again 

The E I A S C have a job which does not often 
brmg them mto the limelight Long, long hours of 
driving their heavy lorries on indifferent roads 
and normally m tbick clouds of dust is their lot 
During the advance to Agordat they had to drive 
120 mdes each day ovci a track which grew steadily 
worse It says much for the high standard of 
dnvmg, that few lorries broke down under this 
grnelhng test, and supplies never failed to arrive 
The fighting troops were loud m the praise of the 
E I A.S C , and that is the only type of praise 
appreciated by these drivers 

Durmg the period of waitmg there was much 
work for the administrative staff and services In 
addition to the normal supply of food, ammunition 
and stores, the bringing up of reinforcements and 
the evacuation of the large numbers of prisoners, 
dumps had to be made forward not only for the 
4th Division but also m anticipation of the arrival 
of the 5th Division The work was very heavy and 
no men could be spaied for rest The success of 
the operations was m large part due to the 
unremitting toil of the supply services 
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Aftci tbo battle on the Acqua Col the enemy 
air force rarely troubled the 4th Division The 
RAF established complete air supicmacv, enem> 
planes seldom even appearing over Keren This 
■ft as 1 great relief for although the casualties 
inflicted b> bombing and machine gunning ft ere 
small, it 13 exceedingh tn mg being attacked by 
someone to ivhoin no answer c in be nindo Captured 
Italian antiaircraft guns augmented our oftu and 
were a further deteirent to the Savoias, Capronis 
and Fiats 


The Red Sea LUioial 

Early in Februaxy Briggb Force stutod to 
adxauco down the Rod Sei coast Composed of the 
Royal Susses Regiment, the 16th Punjab Regiment, 
a battalion of the Fxciicli Foieign Legion and 
another of Senegalese commanded bs Free French 
ofBccrs, this column had i diihcult t isk m fiont of 
it There is little water in the aun, loads arc non 
tsistcnt, the heat is groat and tlio sand makes 
movement of motor vehicles hazaidous 

IVliilc the advance from Kassil v was m 
progress the Ro^al Sussex had been carijing out 
a bluff Duinmv camps and dumps ft ore erected, 
pitrs improved, dummv leiodiomcs marked out, 
and the gcncial impiessioii given that considerable 
forces wore present and making rcad> to move 
forward These prcparitions produced almost 
dail) horabaig attacks bj the cnemv, who was coni 
lilctclj misled Vn attempt was made to take 
advantugo of the confusion ind capture Karora on 
the frontier, but when the advance vv is dclnvcd 
owing to dilEculties in the sand the ekinent of 
surprise was lost and so the regunent withdrew 

"When the advance did start the Roval Sussex 
quicklv captured Karon A[cr-,a Taclai and 
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Elgliena, about 30 miles inland from the coast, 
against small opposition, though about 100 
prisoners and some war material were c'lptured 
Mersa Taclai, a tmy bay with a gap in the long 
coral reef, was of great importance, for it provided 
a sea base for further operations thus eliminating 
much of the sandy wastes near the frontier The 
180 miles from Port Sudan to Elgheua was so bad 
m parts that motor transport consumed more than 
twice the normal amount of petrol, a most 
important factor on such long hues of commum 
cations Ev(,n the capture of Taclai did not solve 
all supply problems as it uas devoid of water and 
the first 25 miles to Elghena neie almost 
impassable, a road had to be constructed imme 
diately Aloieover, there were few boats, mostly 
Arab dhows, to carry supphes and troops from 
Suakim and Port Sudan 

The Eoval Sussex pushed on to Cub Cub, 80 
miles from Elghena, where they came up against 
an enemy position in the hills The Foioign Legion 
arrived to help, and moved round in rear of the 
town, but lost its way in the unmapped country 
This Lad an amusing result Poui enemy tanks 
hurrying up to remfoice the garrison, encountered 
this force, and thinking that Cub Cub had fallen 
hastily withdrew 

The Royal Sussex and Foreign Legion launched 
then attack on this well entrenched position on 
February 21, and by the evening of the next day 
had broken the enemy's stubboni resistance 
Over 400 prisoners were taken and some guns, and 
the advance at once continued By the next 
evening Chelamet was occupied before the enemy 
had time to destroy the pass Now the force was 
among the big hills on the edge of the plateau, the 
vehicles being confined to the one indifferent road 
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Twenty miles on from Chelamet, the enemy 
was found to be holding the Mescelit Pass only 
15 miles from Keren. The 16th Punjab Eegiment 
came up from Mersa Taclai and on March 1 
assaulted the precipitous hills on either side. The 
attack was completely successful and the battalion 
pushed on until held up by the northern defences 
of Keren. This phase had been completed in 25 
days, entailing an advance of over 200 miles against 
three lines of defences and under acute transport 
difficulties which were greatly accentuated by the 
serious lack of water until Cub Cub was reached. 

The next phase was to assist in the reduction 
of Keren. The force was not strong enough, 
particularly in artillery, to stage a full-scale attack, 
but it was important to contain as large enemy 
forces on this front as possible. As these opera- 
tions were to take place among high mountains 
without roads and at best only a few camel tracks, 
further transport problems arose; new tracks were 
made, old ones repaired and 600 camels collected 
locally, so that by March 15 all was ready for strong 
demonstrations against the enemy’s defences. 
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The Battle of Keren 


T HE assault on Keren began on March 15. 
During the sb: weeks that the 4th Indian Division 
had been in the Ascidera Valley, the enemy had 
been busy strengthening his already very strong 
defences. All the way from the Acqua Col, past 
Falestoh, Dologorodoc, Sanchil, Sammana, to Beit 
Gabru, wire had been erected varying in thickness 
from a single fence to ten parallel belts in 
vulnerable areas. Except in a few places this wire 
could not be seen from our positions on the lower 
slopes, but patrols had discovered much about it. 
Only when the enemy troops showed themselves 
on the skyline could any indication of the actual 
enemy posts be seen, and as air photographs did 
not show the sangars, trenches or holes constructed 
by the Italians, it was far from easy to ascertain the 
exact positions held by them. Nevertheless a very 
fair idea of the defences had been obtained, all of 
which merely confirmed that Keren was going to 
be an exceedingly hard nut to crack. The Italians 
had 33 battalions, including the Savoy Grenadier 
Division, about 120 guns and a large number of 
mortars and maciiine-guns. During the course of 
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the battle a further nme battahons weie brought 
up, making the odds moie than two to oue The 
4th and oth ludiau Divmioiis had 19 battalions, and 
ibout 120 guns, and m addition there was the 
squadion of “ I ” tanks, which could not be used 
until the road had been lepaned The RAF had 
gamed air superiorit-s , but this did not mean that 
the troops would be mmimie from bombing and 
machine gunning , far from it, for if the attack 
looked like succeeding, it was certain that the euemj 
would bring up every aiaihble an craft to trj to 
stem the advance 

The photogiaphs guc some idea of the 
luciediblj difficult countrj The hills are 6,000 feet 
abo\e sea level, but it is the rise fiom the vallev 
below that gives the true figure Mt Sanchil was 
au almost sheer nse of 2,412 feet, while 
Dologoiodoc, which was the lowest of this formid 
able lino of mountains, rises 1,475 feet, in places 
absolutely perpendicular Mt Sammaux w xs 300 
feet highei than Sauchil while Mts Ainbi xixd 
Beit Gabru were even moie lofty On the hills 
wore some leafless, stunted tiees, not thick enough 
to provide any covei, but occasionally affording a 
iickety handhold for climbers And handholds 
were fiequeutly required on these steep ciaggv 
slopes, out of which stuck great boulders and out 
crops of smooth shcci rock To the north of 
Keren, where Briggs Force was concentrated, the 
country is much the same, though the rise to the 
hills IS not as high as it is to the south The 
Italians were m a more fortunate position, as the 
Keren Vale is 1,500 feet higher than the Ascideia 
Valloj There Ind also been time for them to 
construct mule tr icks to the top, as well as to lay 
a pipeline for water up to Saiichil A road for 
\ chicles led up to the fort on Dologorodoc, iihile 
another went to the foot of Amba 
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The ^\hole was a mightj fortiess which the two 
Indian divisions had to attack The 4th Division 
was to load off by seemmg Sanchil Tins fonind 
able featuie overlooks the fort and the goige, and as 
aoon as it had been sccnrcd, the 5th Division was to 
attack and capture the fort itself In tlie meantime 
Briggs Torce had as its primarv task the 
containing of as large bodies of the enem> as 
possible in their sector, and also the\ were to trv 
to find a passage through the hills and cut the load 
cast of Keren 

The 4th Dtttsion's Attach 
The 4th Division, in their attack on Sanchil, 
were faced with some difficult problems The 
enemy had the majority of his troops m this area 
and had made the position* vci\ strong indeed 
The peak of Sanchil itself could not bo got at direct 
1> owing to the steepness of its west and south 
slopes, so it was necessary to sccuro first Brig’s 
Peak, which had alreadj twice been captured and 
lost This feature consists of three pinnacles of 
rock about 200 feet high on top of the Sanchil 
Kidge, which on the Keren side drops even more 
steeply to the valley Any counter attack had to 
come either fiom the Sanchil Peak or from 
“Bloody Hell”, a hollow between Sanchil and 
Araba It was therefore decided that the hills 
overlooking both Cameion Ridgo and “ Bloody 
Hell ” would have to bo captured if there 
was to be any hope of holding Brig’s Peak 
These hills were known as Saddle, Hog’s 
Back, Plat Top and Mole Hill, and were the 
highest slopes of Cameron Ridge — some 800 foot 
climb It was also considered that the three peaks 
of Mt Sammana would have to be captured iii order 
to secure the Ascidcra Valley from anv counter 
attack on Pts 1702 1710, which would have been a 
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grave threat to our gun positions and lines of com 
munications down m the valley It was also vital 
to ensure that whatever might happen, Cameron 
Ridge was held, for if this were lost the 5th Divi 
Sion would be in grave danger 

At 7 a m on March 15, a terrific concentration 
of artiUerj fire came down on the enemy positions 
to the north of the road Sanchil, Brig's Peah, 
Flat Top and Sammana disappeaied behmd a cloud 
of dust, vhich in the still, hot air slowly rolled 
down the mountains into the vallej The Camerons 
passed through our wire and climbed Brig's Peak, 
and in spite of intense opposition captured portions 
of the feature which twice before had been in our 
hands, oul} to be lost again The battahoii 
suffered very sevcrelj jn tins attack, and insufficient 
men were loft to clear the enemy from Uicsl 
pinnacles The position was heavilj wired through 
out its Icngtli, aud in such hills it was impossible 
to climb through wire where it had not been cut 
"When eventually these terrible hills were taken the 
bodies of three Camcious were found right on tlic 
lop of Brig's Peak- Viewed from the enemy's 
side, the positions seemed really impregnable 

Fightuig continued throughout the daj and the 
Roval Fusiliers went up from Cameron Ridge to 
assist the Highlanders and to exploit towards 
S nichil This battalion also suffered \er> beavil>, 
one companj near Brig's Peak being reduced to 
tight men The top of Sanchil widens out from the 
narrow ndge at Brig's Peak into an area of huge 
rocks, vcr> difficult to cross at anj time, and nigh 
unpos^iblo in full equipment A rifle ■was of little 
use in the sangirs uid holts m this fearful place, 
and the attack dc\ eloped into a senes of bombing 
attacks against machine guns Though part of the 
mountain top was gained the mam positions could 
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not be taken, and during the whole battle the enemy 
held the peak until the town was captured The 
Itahan Grenadier Division fought very stoutly, 
expecting the aBsault to come there, particular 
trouble had been taken with the defences, which 
were manned with their best troops 

To the west of Bng’s Peak, the Rajputana 
Rifles advanced on and captured Hog's Back, once 
more agamst very strong opposition The batta 
lion lost over 60 per cent of its strength, but 
succeeded m consohdating the captured ground and 
repulsmg enemy counter attacks with heavy loss 

Further to the left the Mahrattas carried Flat 
Top in a moat gallant mauner and also succeeded 
in driving off enemy attacks, but as with all the 
other hattalious, the casualties had been so heavy 
that the position was held very thinly The 
artillery prepaiatiou had not done nearly as much 
damage as had been expected, for the enemy was 
tucked away m holes in the rocks, and only a direct 
hit could damage him But it gave some idea of 
the fury of these attacks by British and Indian 
battahons agamst strong machine gun fire, showers 
of grenades and heavy fire from artillery and 
mortars, when it was found that the Itahan dead 
far outnumbered ours and many had bayonet 
wounds 

Further to the west the Sikhs were attacking 
the three peaks of Mt Sammana The western 
peak was captured m the first rush, but 
the other two, known as lliddle and Right 
Bumps, could not be taken Three times the Sikhs 
attacked Middle Bump, and though they got within 
40 yards of the top on each occasion, they could 
not get through the showers of grenades that were 
flung down on to them as they swarmed up the great 
boulders and through the wire Second Lieutenant 
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Mohd Siddiq led the company which captuied the 
western peak in the lace of intense fire and as soon 
as it was secured, organised support for the other 
attacking companies When the commander of the 
company assaulting Middle Bump was wounded, 
Alohd Siddiq took ovei command and led a night 
attack klthough twice wonnded he got right up to 
the enemy sangars 

The enemy had plenty of tioops in the Amba 
aiea and as a result of the attack brought up a 
fresh biigade, recently arrived at Keren, to try to 
lecovei the lost ground All through the night 
following March 15, counter attacks were put in on 
the tired tioops The Camerons and Fusiliers just 
managed to cling on to their positions, though next 
niormng the Camerons had only 30 men left with 
which to hold the crest It should be remembered 
that one company from each battahon was occupied 
m cariymg water, ammunition and food to the 
fighting tioops — wickedly tiring work and always 
under fire 

The Mahiattas held Plat Top against parti 
cularly stiong counter attacks, and though tlie 
enemy succeeded m obtaming a footing on the hill, 
they were driven out again Captain A J Oldham, 
the Adjutant of the Battahon, rapidly appreciated 
the dangerous situation, and collecting odd men, 
he led them in a determined bayonet lAarge which 
cleared the hill once more and killed over a hundred 
of the enemy 

The Rajputana Rifics also had a hard night re 
pulsing three counter attacks, one of whicli got 
right into the position, but nas turned out at the 
poult of the bayonet At daylight it was seen that 
all the captured positions were still held, although 
the situation on Brig*s Peak was critical 
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The 5th Division Captures Dologorodoc 

The 5tli Indian Division was now taking a 
hand At 10 30 am on March 15, the HX L 
started to attack Pinnacle and Pimple, hvo imder 
features of Dologoiodoc Owing to the heavy fire 
from the fort and the slopes of Sanchil inside the 
gorge, they wore unable to get across the road and 
the attack petered out It was a very hot day and 
amid the clouds of dust down in the valley the 
hoops were greatlj tried by thirst 

It was then decided to trj to secure the fort 
durmg the night when there would be a good moon 
Shortly after dark under covei of a heavy artillery 
barrage, the Mahiatta Light Infantry crossed the 
road and started to climb the Fmuacle The attack 
mot strong opposition, but the Mahrattas weie not 
to bo denied and had a footing on top by 8 p m , and ^ 
also on the Col leaduig to Pimple Subedai 
Shriiaug Lawand was largely responsible for the 
success of this daring attack He appealed to be 
everywhere, cheering his men on and bearing a 
charmed life On top of the feature there was still 
much mopping up to be done, and the cheers of 
the Mahrattas could be heard do^vn in the valley 
as they wmkled the enemy out of the holes m the 
rock with bayonet and grenade A compauj of 
tbe 12th Frontier Force Regiment then passed 
through the Mahrattas and captured Pnnplo By 
midmght both these important features were m our 
hands 

The attack on the actual fort then began Tbe 
IVest Yorkshire Regiment went through the troops 
ou Pinnacle and Pimple and climbed upwards to- 
wards the fort along a knife edged ridge Its name, 
Razoi Ridge, gives some idea of the shape of this 
feature The enemy were surprised by the attack 
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from this direction, for they least expected it along 
this tiny ridge. The West Yorks had some very 
hard fighting indeed, bat they reached the top and 
by 6.30 a.m. the fort on the top of Mt. Dologorodoc 
was completely secured. This success was aided 
in a curious way. About 2 a.m. the Italians 
launched a determined counter attack on the 
Mahrattas. This battalion, and the company 
of the “ Piflers ”, were still rather disorganised 
and dispersed after mopping up ; but in 
the dark, section and platoon commanders collected 
their men to stem this new menace. After some 
hours of intense hand to hand fighting, the enemy 
were driven back in disorder. The remnants 
climbed the hill again, only to find the West Yorks 
in possession. All these Italians were either 
killed or captured. The depletion of the garrison 
by this counter attack had helped the Torkshiremen 
considerably. It was found that the fort itself had 
been very much damaged by the artillery bombard- 
ment during the February attacks, when more ^au 
3,000 shells were dropped on it. True, the Italians 
had constructed many new defences but there was 
not so much wire as had been found on the Sanchil 
front. The enemy considered the place im- 
pregnable and had saved most of his wire for the 
Sanchil and Acqua fronts. 

The capture of Dologorodoc made all the 
difference. There was good observation on to the 
Keren plain and artillery could now make enemy 
movement most difficult by day. But it was an 
exceedingly hot spot. On the left Sanchil towered 
a thousand-foot higher. Zeban in front and 
Falestoh on the right, though not as high as Sanchil 
or overlooking to such an extent, had nevertheless 
a very good view of everything that went on. The 
Italians considered Dologorodoc the key of the 
position, and they wanted it back, as they proceeded 
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to show. During March. 16, a series of determined 
counter attacks were launched, all of which were 
repulsed with very heavy losses due to artillery 
and small anns’ fire and also due to our air bomb- 
ing. It was in repulsing attacks of this type that 
the superiority in training with the rifie and, 
machine-gun came in most valuable. The Italians 
were poor marksmen while the Colonial troops 
were rank bad. The Indiana and British were able 
to pick off the advancing enemy as soon as they 
came in view, and assisted by the devastating fire 
of the artillery, frequently broke up attacks long 
before they came within reach. 

On March 15, the 16tli Punjab Regiment, the 
Royal Sussex and the Free French Battalions 
started to demonstrate against the Keren northern 
defences on the road from Cub Cub. This force 
was not sufficiently sti*oug to hope to break through 
the very atroug natural positions in that area. 
Its object was to keep as large as possible a body 
of the enemy busy, and so prevent battalions and 
guns being moved from the northern front to rein- 
force the regiments facing the main attacks up the 
gorge. This was most successfully accomplished, 
the four battalions containing a force of seven or 
eight Italian battalions and a large number of guns. 
Although the attempt to capture Mt. Engiahat was 
only partially successful, and the Foreign Legion 
failed to break through to the road, considerable 
losses were inflicted on the enemy and he dared 
not move troops across to meet the attacks of the 
4th and 5th Divisions. 

On March 16, the B.A.-F. had been very active 
bombing enemy positions, guns and counter attacks, 
but they were not having things all their oivn 
way. For the previous three weeks not a single 
enemy aeroplane had been seen, but on this day 
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both bombers and fighters made their appearance 
One very exciting event took place Two enemy 
fightois attacked an RAF "Wellesley which they 
shot down in flames Just too late a Gladiator 
arrived and dived down on to the two Fiats, one 
of which made for home The other received a 
burst of fire, which caused it to drop towards the 
vallej llTieii near the ground, it lecovered and 
made oft just over the troops But the Gladiator 
had followed it down and gave the coup do 
grace only 100 feet up The tioops, occupying 
grandstand seats on the hills above, looked right 
doivn on the fight, and their cheers could be heard 
above the noise of battle 

Failure to Mal>.c Furtho Prog) css 

During the night March 10 17 attacks were put 
in on both sides of the rood To the cast, the 3th 
Division tried to seize Zeban and Falestob, while 
on the other front a further attempt was made to 
capture Saiichil Both attacks failed 

The Worcesters on the right and the 2nd 
Punjab Regiment on the left moved through the 
troops on Dologorodoc and advanced on Falestoh 
and Zeban Considerable fighting took place in the 
dirk, but when dawui came both battalions were 
still some distance from their objectives and were 
pinned to the ground bj heavy moitar and maclunc- 
guii fire ^Vn Itahan attack on the loft rear of the 
Punjibis was repulsed with the help of a company 
of the 13th rrouticr Force Rifles, but the position 
was precarious Supply difficulties added lo their 
troubles, and though the Air Force dropped 
^mimunilion on the Worcesters, water and food 
were still a major problem E\cr> thing had to bo 
cirncd up to the fort bj hand, and thenccfonvird 
across bullet swept ground The wounded had to 
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be evacuated in the same way The porter com 
pames and streteliei beaiers stuck to their uneuvi 
able task magnificently, but as there was little hope 
of getting furthei forward, after dark on the 17th 
the two battalions were withdrawn Various posi 
tions w ere occupied to the north of the fort covering 
11 field and hvo pack guns, which the enemy had 
been foiced to abandon 

On the other side of the road also matters had 
not gone well The remnants of the Camerons and 
Fusiliers were still clinging on to their insecure 
foothold in the saddle between Sanchil and Bng’s 
Peak, and it was hoped that \vith this new attack 
by three fresh battalions the great feature might 
be captured But it was not to be, in spite of great 
bravery by the attacking troops The Eoyal 
Garhwal Rifles passed through the Fusihers 
and advanced down the feature towards Sanchil 
Peak. They were met with an inteufee grenade 
defence as well as much machine gun and 
mortar fire Everyone of the British officers 
was knocked out and the commanding officer, 
Lieutenant Colonel S B Tayler, d s o , killed, 
but the Subedar Major took over command 
and the fight continued That mght and all next 
day this terrific fight went on, swaying backwards 
and forwards, but gradually the Garhwalis were 
pushed back to the hue held by the Fusiliers On 
the left the Baluchis could not secure the Brig's 
Peak feature, although getting within 200 yards 
The H L I supported the Camerons and Fusiliers 
on the Col 

It was decided to withdraw all troops from 
Sanchil Brig’s Peak during the night, for the 
third time our troops had won a footmg on these 
almost inaccessible heights, only to lose it agam 
The Rajputaua Rifles remamed on Hog’s Back 
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and tlie Malirattas on Plat Top, while the 
Camerons a 2 id Pusiliera returned once again to 
Cameron Kidge. The other three battalions re- 
turned to the 5th Division, and the end of a phase 
in the battle had been reached. Odd men of the 
Camerons and Garhwalis, who had not received 
the order to withdraw, continued to come in during 
succeeding days, having in the meanwhile carried 
on individually in attempts to reach their 
objectives. "We had suffered heavily, particularly 
the 4th Division, but the enemy had lost even more. 
We had captured and held Dologorodoc, and in 
hia efforts to get it back the enemy wore himself 
out in the next week, thereby making our task 
easier. 

For three days counter attacks were continually 
made by the Italians on both fronts. They were 
put in with the greatest determination and 
usually in very considerable force. It speaks 
very highly for our troops, tired out, short of sleep 
and water, continually under fire and very thin 
on the ground, that not one of these efforts had 
even a small measure of success. It is not 
possible to tell the stories of all these abtious in 
detail, hut bvo will indicate the general run of , 
events. 

• On the night after the attack on Zeban had 
failed, a very strong counter attack was put in 
by an Italian battalion just after dark. The 
whole brunt fell on a company of the 13th Frontier 
Force Kifles which suffered 35 casualties. Captain 
Anant Singh Pathania, although wounded in the 
face and both legs, collected his company head- 
quarters and any others ho could find, and drove 
hade the enemy at the point of the bayonet. 
Although the Italians were inside our line, all men 
stood firm and eventually the enemy retreated in 
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disorder leaving many killed and wounded on tlie 
ground. 

Shortly before midnight on March 23, the 12th 
Frontier Force Regiment was attacked by a fresh 
battalion from the front and by four medium tanks, 
which came up the track on to the rear of the 
position held by the regiment below Dologorodoc. 
In the darkness there was considerable confusion, 
but not a man thought of getting away. The tanks 
were first dealt with, being forced to retire after 
pouring in intense fire at point blank range. 
Then the infantry in front were driven back. It 
was this ability of our troops to continue fighting 
with their deadly bayonets, when their line was 
overrun, that time and again pushed back the 
Italians when all seemed lost. 

All through this heavy fighting the medical 
services performed wonders. They bad no rest 
throughout the battle, and were desperately over- 
worked dealing with a large number of wounded, 
The stretcher bearers were magnificent, bringing 
the wounded back down* the steep slopes under fire. 
It took- more than two hours to get a stretcher 
case down from Sammana to the railway, and 
having arrived there the tired bearers had to start 
the climb to the top once more. Hot tea was 
always ready in huge quantities. The ambulance 
drivers, too, had tremendously long hours and 
showed great skill in saving their patients pain 
along the bumpy roads. The casualty lists were 
a testimonial to the medical services, for although 
the number of wounded was large, those who 
Died of Wounds ” were few. 

No account of this battle can bo eompleto 
without mention of the Slat Commando. Com- 
posed of Palestinians, both Arabs and Jews, aod 
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commanded by British officcis, this small body 
carried out an extremely important role It was 
sent to the north of Beit Gabni to make a 
feint attack on the enemy from that direction 
Tor more than a fortmght it was engaged 
amongst the hills and it drew off no less than 
three enemy battalions and about eight guns 
Later tins gang of “ toughs ” covered themselves 
with glory at Amba Alagi 

Patrols and Preparations 
The imtiative was not allowed to pass to the 
enemy Each night patrols went out destroying 
enemy posts and gaming valuable information 
All regiments took part, but two instances suffice 
to give an idea of what was happening 

On the Sammana front a patrol of the 1st 
Punjab Eegiment from Pt 1710 went through 
between the enemy positions on the hiUs behind 
Sammana right round almost to Mt Amba, wheie 
supply parties were shot up On the way back 
an enemy post was engaged from the rear, and 
the patrol returned after causing no httle alarm 
among enemy positions 

Patrols frequently visited Sauchil One from 
the Boyal Fusikers spent 21 hours on the moun 
tarn, repelling attacks, but although a company 
was sent up to try to exploit their success, it was 
found that the enemy was still too strong This 
enemy garrison on Sanchil did very well indeed 
Constantly shelled, strongly attacked on two 
occasions, they held their position until the end 
"When the peak was afterivards occupied, it was 
reahsed how very strong it was Among the huge 
boulders, frequently 15 to 20 feet high, sangars 
had been built and thickly wired, yet the 
bodies of Fusiliers and Garhwalis were found 
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nght up on the peak itself, showing hoiv these 
men had pressed on when all their comrades had 
been knocked out It was the astounding deter 
mination of individual men like these which beat 
the Itahans in this, the toughest battle of the war 

The Sappers and iliners had been working at 
high pressure all this tune Several attempts had 
been made to clear the road block at night, but the 
enemy would not allow this, keeping that part 
of the road under artillery, mortar and machine 
gun fire practically eontmuously In addition, the 
tunnel below Cameron Ridge was cleared, it had 
been blocked by derailed trucks full of stone The 
last part of this task was done m the open under 
fire 


The Dongolaas Gorge 

The night of Sfarch 24 was much quieter, the 
enemy putting m no counter attacks and our 
patrols having an easier time It appeared that 
the enemy’s morale was none too good after the 
failure of his eflforts to regain the fort and the 
Inlla above Cameron Ridge Preparations were 
made for the next stage m the attack 

Once the tanks could be got into Keren it was 
reahsed that the battle would be won But until 
the road was repaired this was impossible The 
Sappers and ilmers, escorted by infintry and 
covered by the artillery, had made valiant but 
unavailing efforts to do this work The enemy 
fire was so intense from Saiiciiii, the Raiiway 
Bumps and all the other features at the top of the 
gorge that the avork had had to be given up An 
attack was therefore planned to clear the enemy 
from these smaller hills The risk entailed, since 
the Italians would hold the great momitamg over 
looking the gorge, was accepted, the enemy was 
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known to be tired and somewhat shaken after the 
failure of hia counter attaclcs As the Sappers 
said that they could remake the road in 48 hours, 
it was believed that the infantry would b? able to 
hold on for that time It was a vital moment 


It IS a pitch daik night There is no moon to 
give even a vestige of light down in the grim 
gorge The wind, which for the last few days has 
been sivirling the dust round the peaks, has died 
down Conditions for achieving surprise arc not 
good Up on the heights of Sanchil can he heard 
the sounds of battle, where the Fusihers and 
Eajputana Rifles are staging a fake attack to 
distract the enemy At three o’clock in the 
mornmg, the H L I debouch from Cameron 
Tunnel, and silently pick their way along 
the battered railway hne On the other side of the 
gorge the West Yorks slip down from the fort and 
with no artillery support secure a hill immediately 
above the road The attack has started 

At half past four the artillery opens Over 
100 guns pour their shells on to the intricate mass 
of small hills The bursts can be seen m a long 
line across the top of the gorge gradually becoming 
dimmer as great clouds of dust rise and hang m 
the still air, blotting out the first faint streaks of 
the dawn The HU push along the steep slopes 
of S'anchil cutting their wav through wire, 
mopping up the enemy posts, until they are estab 
hshed on the north side of the great mountam 

The Baluchis follow They shp up on to th® 
hills below the H L I , the Railway Bumps, a series 
of craggy hills lighting is hard But the 
enemy, blasted by the artillery, utterly surprised, 
cannot stand up to this determmed attack Before 
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7am, witK the sun just beginmng to throw ita 
lays on the dusty, smoky scene in the valley, the 
Baluchis have captured the hills and pnsoners 
begin to trickle back along the railway 

"While this IS happening, the Mahrattaa are 
covermg themselves with undying gloiy on the 
other side of the gorge Their task is to pass 
through the West Yorks and capture two hills 
beside the road They are strongly held by good 
enemy troops The Mahrattas meet intense 
opposition The sound of small arms fire, burst 
mg bombs and the explosion of shells combine into 
one roar which echoes back and forth among the 
forbidding peaks Men are falhng fast but the 
Mahrattas still push on In one platoon only 
three men are left, but they rush an enemy sangar 
with the bayonet The wounded pick themselves 
up and make their painful way, not back, but 
fonvard to help their comrades As the cheers of 
the Baluchis from across the gorge come faintly 
through the dm of battle, the Mahrattas secure the 
second hill 

Though the hills on either side are now in our 
hands, there still remams the central ridge The 
2ud Punjab Regiment makes its way up the narrow 
sandy bed of the torrent under cover of an intense 
artillery bombardment, deploys between the 
Baludus and West Yorks and with a steady rush 
goes up the Railway Ridge It is stoutly 
defended, but the enemy have lost heavily in the 
sbelhng, and soon the hill with 200 prisoners is 
captured 

The 5th Division is through the gorge 

At once the Sappers and Mmers set to work 
on the road block The enemy shells still come 
over, but no longer are they accurate for all tele 
phonic commumcation between the guns and their 
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observation posts has been cut 'Worlang like 
beavers, the engineers clear tlie huge rocks, blow- 
ing up the great falls from the hills above But 
most of the work has to be done with pick and 
shovel and oven with hands All that day they 
carry on toihng at intense speed, taking no heed 
of the teriific battle raging all round them Night 
does not stop them, and by midday on the 26th 
the road has been remade 

But the forward battalions are not having an 
easy time All communication with the H L I and 
the Baluchis is through the tunnel, the mouth of 
which IS covered by two machine guns These are 
well dug 111 , stoutly manned, and neither mortar 
nor artillery fire can silence them The Jammu 
and Kashmir Mountain Battery is turned on to 
deal With tliem Late in the afternoon, a direct 
hit finally silences the brave enemy and at last 
supplies can be taken forward without running the 
gauntlet of these two guns 

Shortly after the capture of Bailway Ridge, 
the enemy launch a strong counter attack on the 
Punjabis Supported by tanks and accurate artil- 
lery fire, tliG Italians come along over the broken 
ground The infantry are first halted and then 
driven back by the devastating fire of our artillery 
and infantry But the tanks come on Right up 
to the position they come, but the terrific hail of 
fire from the Punjabis is too much for the crews 
The tanks retire damaged and are no more seen 
in action During the day two more attacks are 
repulsed and at nightfall the 2iid Punjabis still 
hold their ground 

During the afternoon the Fusiliers once more 
assault Sanchil with one and a half companies 
They reach to within 100 jards of the peak, hut the 
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fort on top is still untakable This attack, hoT7- 
ever, distracts the enemy^s attention from the road 
where the Sappers and Miners are workmg The 
Mahrattas, too, are having a very tough tune No 
less than three strong counter attacks are put in, 
but the remnants of this great battalion beat them 
off and night falls with the position held every- 
where 

The nest day the enemy are not so active 
They are tired out and they reahse that there is 
not much more that they can do Our troops are 
through the gorge and once the road is repaired 
Keren must fall 


Keren At Last 

At half past four on the morning of March 27, 
an artillery barrage comes down on Zeban and 
Falestoh and the Worcesters and Garhwahs 
advance to the final assault But the enemy has 
gone The two great peaks are secured without 
opposition and the 12th Frontier Force Regiment 
pass through and seize Mt Cannabai, from where 
they can harass the Italians retreating in disorder 
down the road By half past seven, Keren is at 
last in our hands 

On top of Sanchil a white flag appears and the 
gallant gariison surrenders to the Fusiliers 
These Bersagheri have fought magnificently, and 
they, the Alpini and Savoy Grenadiers have lived 
up to their reputation The Baluchis and H L I 
have placed themselves across the Keren Valley to 
intercept fugitives, and prisoners are being collected 
in large numbers 

It has been a glorious victory Outnumbered 
by more than two to one, over some of the most 
difficult country imagmable, agamst positions skil 
fully prepared, well wired and held in determined 
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fashion, this successful assault is an outstanding 
feat of arms. 

The results are of great importance. 
Massawa soon falls, thereby opening the Red Sea 
for American war material in American ships to 
reach Egypt. The Italian East African Empire 
collapses and so troops are released to meet the 
German threat in Cyrenaica and Syria. In the 
future, it is possible that history may mark this 
as one of the derisive battles of the world. , It is a 
battle honour which all units, British and Indian 
alike, will treasure with particular pride in 
centuries to come. 







* The booty wa* enormow, quite unposaible evea to guess 


EIGHT 


To Asmara and Massawa 


.A. STEAIGHT line dra\vn behveen Keren and 
Asmara measures 40 miles, but by tbe road which 
winds through the mountains the distance is over 
60 miles. The capital is nearly 3,000 feet higher 
than Keren, and though the road dips occasionally 
the general rise is continuous and often steep. It 
was kno-wn that the enemy had prepared a position 
at Ad Teclesan, about 35 miles from Keren, where 
the road tivists through the last hills before the 
plain is entered, and so it was of vital importance 
to follow up the retreating Italians at once before 
their forces could be re-organised for a last stand 
in the hills. The operation therefore became a 
race against time to get a mobOe force through the 
gorge to go in pursuit. 

The newly made road across the site of the 
block was difficult and many vehicles stuck, but as 
soon as enough had passed over, Fletcher Force* 
did not wait for the remainder but pushed on as 
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hard as possible through Kereu and along the road 
towards Ad Teclesan On the way a large propor 
tion of the enemy’s infantry retreating m disorder 
was overtaken They were ordered to lay down 
their arms, which they did, and were instructed to 
return to Kereu, whi^ they also did Our tioops 
following up later encountered these groups of 
disaimed soldiers streaming back along the road, 
looking like crowds leaving a football match, their 
side vanquished Subsequent tally proved that 
but few of the Savoy Grenadiers or the Blackshirts 
had escaped, and though the Colonial prisoners 
exceeded 3,000, many others had wandered off 
through the hills to their homes 

Fletcher Force ran into opposition about 24 
miles beyond Keren, where progress was checked by 
a concrete and steel lail obstacle with a landslide 
demolition further on The country here is most 
intricate, the hills aic much smaller than on the 
edge of the plateau but arc tumbled together with 
no apparent plan The road twists and turns 
through them, 100 yards of straight being rare 
Next morning the 2nd Punjab Regiment and the 
13th Frontier Force Rifles moved up to assist 
Fletcher Force and fighting began once again 

Meanwhile at Keren there was much to be 
done There were still many parties of enemy m 
the hills to be collected and brought to the 
prisoners’ camps To the 4th Division was given 
the work of mopping up, searching for wounded, 
burying the dead and collectmg booty This last 
item was enormous, quite impossible even to 
guess, two mouths later dumps were still being 
located among the mountains Nearly 100 guns 
had been abandoned, great quantities of ammuni- 
tion, food, medical stores and vehicles were found 
It was now realised how terribly the Italians had 
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auffeied and how effective our artillery fire had 
been The hills were Uttered i\ith dead, the 
houses in the town were full of wounded Though 
our casualties m the battle had been more than 
3,000, the enemj must have lost moie than double 
that number in killed and wounded 

From now onwards the 5th Indian Division 
earned on the campaign alone, except for help from 
Briggs Force iii the capture of ilassawa The 4th 
Indian Division, after two and a half mouths of 
fighting in this area, went off to gam further 
lauiels in Syria and the Western Desert It was 
sad for these two Divisions of the Indian army 
thus to be parted after fighting side by side 
through this arduous campaigu, but probably they 
will bo togcthei again before the war is ended 

Jd leclesan 

The Italians had destroyed the road m many 
places in order to delay the advance and in conse- 
quence these operations followed almost a 
stereotyped form The mobile troops ran up 
against the demolitiou and earned out recoa 
naissanccs to discover the extent of the enemy 
position, the infantry then ariivcd and assisted by 
the artillery forced the enemy fiom the hills on 
either side, the Sapiicrs and iliners cleared the 
load block, and the tanks and guns went through 

There was some hard fighting along the lond 
in which the West Yorkshire Regiment, the 2nd 
Punjabis, the 12th Frontier Force Regiment and 
the 13th Frontier Force Rifles particularly 
distinguished themselves, while some of the 
Baluchis earned out a brillnnt march which placed 
them in rear of the eiicm> ’s position The Italians 
were however verj disorgamscd and their morale 
shattered In face of these determined attacks they 
gav c w a> easil> 
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A little force consisting of some of the CIH 
and the HLI in tiudvs and loines ■went along the 
railway from Keren towards Asmara This 
entailed much difficult driving and a lot of hard 
work Many culverts and budges had been bioken 
and had to be filled up with locks before the party 
could proceed After numerous small fights a 
strong position was cncomitered As with the 
defences at Ad Teclesau tliese had not been 
hurriedly prepared, but constructed with fore 
thought and care The HLI put in an attack 
on the mam hill, whidi they christened HLI 
Hill, and after some fightmg took part of 
it That was enough for the enemy, m this 
case the indifferent 150th Blackshirt Battalion 
which, after its "virtual annihilation by the 
Camerons at Agordat, had been made up again with 
fresh recruits On the same evening that the posi- 
tion at Ad Teclesan was taken tlio Itahans evacua 
ted their hold on the railWi^y 

The real credit for the swift rush fonvard to 
Asmara must bo given to the administrative staff 
and services Supphes had to bo brought from 
railhead at Kassala nearly 200 miles away, along 
roads which had been indifferently repaired and 
which rapidly broke up under the heavy traffic 
The RIASO and Cape Companies from South 
Africa performed marvels, dnvmg long hours 
often without lights at night and yet keeping their 
vehicles going The I A O C also deserve special 
mention for their wonderful repair work, for any 
serious break down m this line would have stopped 
the advance and prevented the capture of Eritrea 
until after the rams 

When finally the 5th Division broke through 
on to the plain emissaries came out with 
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wlute flags Asmara was declared an open town 
and was occupied on Apnl 1 Thus, after two and 
a half months of intense fighting, the capital of 
Eritrea surrendered after their long and 
resolute stand at Keren the Itahans had cracked 

The task of looking after Asmara was no hght 
one The town was full of troops, both Itahau 
and African, who had to be collected, many of the 
civilians were armed, while there was a large 
number of women and children to be protected 
The Itahan civil authorities co operated in mam 
taming order, but it was an unpleasant job for 
the soldiers Brigadier T W Kees, oib, dso, 
M c , had the unique experience of a telephone con- 
versation with the Italian Chief of Staff at Massawa, 
when he demanded that the port facihties should in 
no way be damaged, otherwise respousibihty could 
not be assumed for the feeding aud possible 
evacuation of the civihans m Asmara The matter 
was referred to the Duke of Aosta, and the reply 
was received that the commander of Massawa was 
to adhere to his previous orders It therefore was 
necessary to capture the port 

Massawa 

In 60 miles the road from Asmara to Massa\ia 
drops 7,000 feet The climate changes from 
pleasant mild waiiuth to intense damp heat, the 
vegetation from trees aud green grass to bare sand 
and rock The shock to the system is consider 
able Yet the capture of the port was of great 
importance for it would enable the long lines of 
communication from the Sudan to be shortened 
by 200 miles, and so assist the advance into 
Abyssinia to contmue 

Three days after * they had marched into 
Asmara on the heels of the Central India Horse, a 
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force consisting of the Highland Light Infantry, 
10th Baluch Regiment and 18th Royal Garhwal 
Rifles, accompanied by tanhs and guns, set 
off down the steep road to the coast. Although 
the road had been blocked in many places, 
the force made rapid progress; in the after- 
noon contact was made with the Foreign 
Legion, who with all the remainder of Briggs 
Force had slipped down to the coast from 
Keren and come along the foot of the escarpment. 
In the soft sand and among the dry nala beds 
they had had a hard march, but had successfully 
pushed back the Italian outposts and found out 
much about the euemy^s defences. "When passing 
this information to General Heath their chagrin 
can be imagined when be told them that he knew 
it all already. In Asmara a map shoiving the 
enemy defences, positions of guns, forts, every- 
thing, had been found, which very materially 
helped in the capture of the port. 

"Within 24 hours of leaving the capital the 
force was outside Massawa, having pushed back 
all the enemy’s outposts to the west of the town. 
A white flag was seen displayed in the Italian lines 
and so a party also under a white flag was sent to 
Massawa. The Italian Admiral wished to know 
what were our terras. "When told (and they were 
nncompromising) he replied that he must ask II 
Duce. Mussolini answered that the town was to 
be defended to the last man, and so the attack 
started. It was going to be no picnic, for the 
ItaUans were known to have a large mimher of 
guns and about 10,000 troops, composed of Italians 
and Africans, soldiers, sailors and marines. 

Shortly after dark on April 7 the advance 
began. The Garhwalia occupied several small 
hills overlooking tlie town against weak opposition. 
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Then the ELL I went through to secure Signal 
Hill, a hey point The enemy’s resistance 
increased as our troops approached Massawa, but 
when shortly after dawn the “ I ” tanks went 
through, the hostile fire lapidly sladiened The 
enemy artillery fire continued intense but mac 
curate, and when the foothills between Signal Hill 
and the town were taken, the battle was virtually 
over 


From the north came the sound of heavy 
firmg where Briggs Force was encountermg strong 
opposition There was much wire and many nunes 
and it appeared that the Itahans had made special 
preparations for an attack from this direction 
However, the tanks moved along the outskirts of 
the town and as soon as they made thoir presence 
felt the resistance collapsed It then became a 
race for who should be ^st into the town, a race 
that was won by the 16th Punjab Eegiment by the 
narrowest of margms 

The sound of loud explosions was heard from 
the harbour The enemy were busy blowmg up 
ammunition dumps and scuttling ships A horrid 
mess was made of the quays, but many of the 30 
vessels could be salvaged Once again the booty 
was enormous, while over 400 officers, including 
admirals and generals, were captured Massawa 
fell seven days after the occupation of the capital 
and only 12 days after the fall of Keren. 

Many umts then returned to Asmara, and 
there bade farewell to General Heath, who was 
proceeding to take up another appointment on 
promotion Barrmg a few islands off Massawa and 
the isolated port of Assab, the capture of Eritrea 
was complete, though there still remained larg® 
tracts of Abyssmia to be conquered 



NINE 


The Canute of Aniba Alagi 


Afxbe 


tho fall of Aatnura tlie 5lh Indian Divi- 


sion was split up. Part went to Mnssawa, part 
remained in Asmara sorting out tho very difficult 
problems that aroso in faking over this large tou'u, 
and a small force pursued the Haliatis down tJic 
road^ towards Addis Ababa. This pursuit party 
coJisisted of tho Central India Horse and some 


Motor MachiJic Gun Companies of tho Sudan 
Defence Force, a ridiculously tjmall force for it wjis 
known that there were many enemy troops along 
tho roaiL However, it was felt that there must be 
much dUorganisation and that tho ri.sk was justified. 


Tfia Pursmt to the South 
Tho first uxcitcmeiit wivs on arrival at Adi 
P^ri, though before that a number of stragglers 
had been eollwtetl. At that town v.-a.s the 
prisoners of war camp and the Ceiitral liidi.'i Horse 
joyous job of releasing all the prisoners, 
lirilisb _and^ Jndiaa. Actually they only just 
arnvwi ia time for utiierwise they might have 
found the lunU flown. A tunnel li.id btea 
constructttl under the fl*>or of the building and tho 

100 





THE TI6BE STEIKES 


101 


prisoners were hoping to make their exit in a few 
nights* time 

It 18 not possible to tell m detail all the domgs 
of this energetic party They had lots of fmi 
They captured some 2 000 prisoners, who were 
frequently only too glad to surrender owing to the 
activities of the Abyssinian patriots They se 
cured several large dumps of stores and on one 
occasion captured a complete battalion m lorries 
The lorries were turned round and the battahon 
moved north under escort instead of south as free 
men One example is sufficient to show the dash 
and bluff with which these troops acted 

Information was received that there was an 
aerodrome some 60 miles away with large stores 
of petrol, spare parts and vehicles and that it was 
about to be abandoned It was decided to try to 
capture the garrison before they could damage 
anything, and so the only available troops, a 
squadron of the Central India Horse, were des 
patched ]ust before dark All through the mght 
they made their way along the twisty road, hut 
when the squadron arrived at the aerodrome in the 
first light of dawn only 30 men lemained Owing 
to break downs and accidents in the dark many 
vehicles had been left on the way However, the 
squadron commander was not daunted by the dis 
parity in numbers, which was later found to be 
twenty to one and driving out into the open found 
ftie entfmy •mnve 

To the demand of surrender the Italian commander 
was at first inchned to agree, hut although he was 
assured that this was only the advanced guard of 
a large force he eventually decided to fight it out 
“ AH right ’*, he was told * But before you make 
up your mind finally, just listen You *11 hear the 
tanks coiaiDg *’ The Italian listened, and, sure 
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enough, away down the load could be heaid the 
clatter and roar ot tracked vehicles With a sigh, 
^ylllcll may liave been of relief, lie surrendered 
A quarter of an hour later two armoured earners, 
which had made repairs en route, drove into the 
aerodrome, but by then the gariisoii had been 
disarmed I 


After paasmg Makale much more resistance 
was encountered Several tunes road blocks were 
met and on two occasions tbe leading squadion 
was ambushed The initiative shown by tbe junior 
commanders was great on these occasions, sections 
or troops at once working round the flanks to kiu 
or capture the enemy At last the regimen 
bumped up against the enemy mam position at 
the ToselU Pass, and the work of reconnai^ance 
began Shortly afterwards Skinner’s 
arrived, havmg come across country from Bareniu 
and Arressa, and the Central India Horse 
to Asmara, having pursued the enemy for - 
miles With no artillery oi infantry support 


The Road io Qondai 

The Italiaus had a stiong garrison at Goudar 
near Lake Tana, the source of the Blue Nile, and 
some troops had retired from Asmara along tins 
500 mile road Reconnaissances discovered that 
the road passed over the Wolchefit Pass, 10,000 
feet high, and that the enemy had utterly des 
troyed it Its construction had been an amazing 
feat of engineering It is cut out of a sheer cliu 
2,000 feet high, and while making it men had to be 
suspended on ropes from the top A frontal 
attack was impossible and as an> movement to the 
flank was extremely difEcult in this precipitous 
craggy country, the idea of an advance on Gondar 
from tho north had to be abandoned 
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Alagt 

After the idc'i of capturing Goiidar had had 
to be given up, the plan was to open the road 
from Asmara to Addia Ababa, and so ]om up mth 
General Cumuughim^s force of South aud West 
African troops This road is a magnificent 
engineering feat, clunbmg huge hills, crossing deep 
gorges and twisting its waj over the wet mountain 
ous laud The biggest obstacle is the Toselli Pass, 
10,000 feet high, wheie the road chmhs 2,000 odd 
feet ui zig zag bends to drop agam on the far side, 
while towenng above it is the mass of Mt Amba 
Alagi, 2,000 feet higher All around the country 
18 ciaggy, broken and steep, running np to knife 
edged ridges which make the North West Frontier 
appear child’s play B} the tune our troops 
ainved the wcatlior had broken with frequent 
hoav> cold thunderstorms and thick chnging mists, 
vGiy smiilar to monsoon conditions lu tlio 
moimtams of India 

A Gurkha Battahon stiU holds the height 
record for fightmg, when during the advance to 
Lhasa ui Tibet it was in action at 18,000 feet, but 
the battle of jkmba Alagi must surely hold the 
record for height between forces armed with 
modern weapons 

The Itahan position on Amba Alagi had been 
prepared with some care Galleries driven into 
the living rock provided cover for troops, guns and 
stores, a direct bit was necessary to knock out a 
gun aud yet 14 of the 35 guns were afterwards 
found to have been smashed by direct hits, 
wonderful shooting bv tile British gunners The 
Itahans had ample supphes of water, food and 
ammunition and once again they considered 
they were holding an impregnable position For •he 
last time they were to be di«ilJasioned. 
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Supply difficulties for tJic 5tli Division A\ere 
great. The road was good from Asmara, once the 
demolitions had been repaired, but the 244 miles 
placed a tremendous strain on the R.I.A.S.C. Units 
had to be left for internal security in Asmara and 
Massawa, and also for guarding the lines of com- 
munications. These factors limited the number of 
troops available for the assault on the Italian posi- 
tion, and once again our forces were at a numerical 
disadvantage though not so large as on previous 
occasions. 

No maps of the area were available, except 
one on a small scale which annoyingly finished just 
short of the Toselli Pass, but Skinner’s Horse, 
who had relieved the Central India Horse, were 
in touch with the enemy and had carried out many 
most valuable reconnaissances. The country was 
really terrific. The main road approached direct- 
ly from the north; while some eight miles from 
the pass a rough track, destroyed in many places, 
led to the Falaga Pass some five miles east of 
Amba Alagi, where it abruptly terminated at an 
impassable mountain wall. The Ist South Africau 
Brigade captured Dessie on April 28, thus 
marooning the Italians at the pass, but there was 
still 200 miles to traverse before the forces from 
the south could arrive to help the 5th Division. 

A clever plan to bluff the enemy as to the 
direction of the attadc was concocted by General 
Mayne. Fletcher Force, consisting of Skinner’s 
Horse, a company of the 12th Frontier Force 
Regiment, artillery, Sudanese and the 51st Middle 
East Commando, moved along the road towards the 
Falaga Pass, clearing blocks and making it appear 
that the assault would develop from the east. 
During the night of May 3-4 this force advanced 
to within a few hundred yards of the pass; the 
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Commando scaled TTith ropes an almost unclunb 
able hill, and was later joined by the company of 
the 12th Frontier Force Regiment The whole 
force encountered strong opposition, repulsed 
several counter attacks and took a number of 
prisoners f 

Meanwhile the Garhwabs, on the evening of 
ilay 3, advanced on the line of the mam road to 
Medani Alem some three and a half miles from the 
pass, and kept up a most lealistic and bold 
demonstration throughout the mght They actually 
penetrated the enemy ’s^main position at one pomt 
and by a controlled display of bghts convincingly 
demonstrated the first steps of a brigade attack 
These two feints had the desired effect, drawing off 
considerable numbers of the enemy to Falaga and 
fixing attention on the mam road 

At 415 am. on May 4 the real attack began 
This was earned oat by the same tioops who had 
fought their way from Aicota to Barentu, and was 
made over the hiUs from the north west Each 
hill, ridge and spur had been given a name , 
Pyramid, Fm, Whale Back, Elephant were the 
objectives for the brigade and all four had been cap 
tured in three hours Then this rapid advance was 
checked for it was found that the only way m which 
further progress could be made was along a knife 
edged ridge, devoid of cover and commanded from 
the high hills at the far end This part of the 
country is very similar to the hills round Simla, 
deep valleys between the ridges at the bottom of 
which ran torrents too far beneath to he either seen 
or heard 

Next morning befoie dawn this ridge was crossed 
and the hill captured after a sharp engagement 
I'nrther advance was along another narrow ridge, 
about 150 yards wide, fianked by precipices, -wired 
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side only to start up once more. By 4 a.m. they 
had reached a position south-west of Amba Alagi, 
and at once the attack went in silently. While the 
artillery and the remainder of the force made a 
demonstration as if they were the attackers from 
the north-west, the Frontier Force Rifles swarmed 
the last hill and went in mth the bayonet. Surprise 
was complete. All the hill was taken with the 
exception of a small part which was held by the 
Italians as the result of a disgraceful episode. A 
white flag in token of surrender was hoisted; as a 
company went up to take over they were greeted 
with a shower of grenades which inflicted severe 
casualties. 

Under cover of a thick fog the Italians counter 
attacked later in the day and recaptured one of the 
hills, but the remainder was securely held. As 
Fletcher Force completed the capture of the Falaga 
Pass on the 9th, the situation was very satisfactory. 
With our troops to the south, north-west, north and 
east, the Italians were nearly surrounded, and wth 
the heartening news that the South Africans were 
rapidly approaching, the enemy position appeared 
desperate. But the main moxmtaiu was still held, 
and as there was no shortage of water or supplies 
on Amba Alagi it seemed that much hard fighting 
would be necessary before the stronghold was 
captuied. 

On May 12 the South Africans arrived from 
the south, and methodically attacked the feature 
known as Triangle immediately to the east of Amba 
Alagi. Fletcher Force, which had been deprived 
of Skinner’s Horse and given the Garhwalis and 
the remainder of the 12th Frontier Force Regiment, 
closed in over terribly difficult country from the 
east. Durmg the night May 14-15 these two batta- 
lions and all the divisional artillery co-operated with 
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the South Africans in an assault on Triangle The 
enemy withdrew during the night and by the mom 
lug our troops were completely surrounding the 
fortress and 'within assaulting distance The 
Itahans ■\Fere hemmed in on al| sides and were faced 
wth a massacie should they continue to resist, 
though from their honeycomb of rock emplacements 
they were in a position, if stout hearted, to inflict 
many casualties on the attackers But they had 
had enough Emissaries were sent asking for an 
armistice, and after a httle haggling the Italians 
surrendered 

The enemy was gi anted “ honours of war ” 
The fortress -vvith all its stores complete was handed 
over, and then the Italians under ams marched 
down the long winding road 'While the victorious 
troops watched from the hill tops, the defeated 
army came down m a long column, eight abreast 
past the point where General Mnyne took their 
salute A few huudred yards further on was a 
guard of honour, composed of one platoon from 
each battahon, British, Indnu and South African, 
which presented arms as the tired Italians marched 
by A pipe band placing “ The Flowers of the 
Forest ” added to the pathos of the scene, as the 
vanquished troops filed into the village of "Medani 
Alem and laid down their arms It had been a 
\ ery complete victory and a glorious end to a cam 
paign, which will remain famous for its speed and 
the magnificent fighting of always outnumbered 
Imperial forces The Sth Indian Division had 
advanced over 500 miles across deserts, up 
mountains, in burning heat and drenching rain, had 
taken part in the fearful battle of Keren, bad won 
the fights at Barentu, Ad Teclesan and Massaw i, 
and had taken prisoner more than Uvace its own 
nmnbers Although there was mopping up to be 
done the c.impaign was o\cr 




After tea deje herd figblin^ the Guard of Honour marcbo* into 
position to salute the vaaqouliod Italians 




TEN 


Ojierations in the Red Sea 


TT HE Royal Indian Navy has followed the tradi- 
tion of her big sister, the Royal Navy. It is a 
silent service. There can be little pnbUcity about 
naval operations in wartime for fear of giving the 
enemy information which may be of value. MucJi 
of the work carried ont is utterly boring; long days 
and nights at sea when nothing of interest may 
happen but mth tho ever present danger of sudden 
and unheralded attadk. Only occasionally the 
exploits of particular ships are heard of, but all 
the time hundreds* of vessels, big and small, are 
carrying on their vital task. The work is arduous, 
and the hours long. H.M.IS. Indus, Commander 
E. G. Hunt, B.I.W., was at sea for 223 days in one 
year and steamed over 33,000 miles in that period. 
This warship investigated no less than 435 British 
and foreign ships in the first six months of the 
war. 

The entry of Italy into the war in June 1940 
brought the Red Sea into the immediate zone of 
hostilities. The protection of convoys on the wav 
to the Middle East became of the hi'^he^t 
importance. Ships carrying troops, war matanal 
and oil had to bo escorted for long distances 
easy striking reach of the enemy sea and air 
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aud jet uot one trausport ^\as lost Ou oue occa 
Sion Italian destroyers attacked a large convoy, but 
were driven off One enemy warship was forced 
ashore and destroyed, but by some extraordinary 
tnist the Ifahans sought to gam more honour by 
announcing that she had been “ scuttled ” It is 
bad luck not to be even credited uith having put 
up a fight But the escorting of convoys wa^ only 
a part of the duties of the Royal Indian Navy 
Patrols, minesweeping and operations ^vlth the land 
forces, weie other duties HMIS Hindustan, 
Commander G V G Beamish, bin, was present 
at the evacuation of Bcrbera in August 1940 Her 
3 pounder guns were lauded with naval crews 
aud were m action during the withdrawal 

With the success of the land operations against 
tho Italians, the role of the naval forces included 
an increasing numbci of offensive operations, 
moiulj 111 coujuiiction with the army against cncmj 
ports and coastal positions HMIS Ratnagin 
set off b> assisting the landing at Mersa TacUi 
early in Febmarj, a most difficult task amongst 
the coral reefs « 

Bcrbcra 

On the same day that the great attack ou Keren 
began Indian troops look part for the ^st time m 
a combined operation with the Royal Navy, the 
Royal Indian Navy and (he Royal ^Vir Force, 
cutailuig a landing on i const held by tho enemy 
It was Uiowu tliat the Kalians had removed most 
of their garrifeon from British Somaliland, o%\ing 
to the Uirent from our forces advancing from 
Mogadishu, but there were still at least 2,000 men 
in Berbora, while there was a considerable* number 
of bomber and tighter aircraft at Bircdawa 

The m im I'liuhug w is earned out by the 2nd 
aud 15th Punjab Rigimint supported by naval 
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vessels, which homharded tiie enemy positions fiom 
the sea The naval bombardment was rephed to 
by guns and machine guns firing at the boats con 
veying the troops ashoie, but the ships soon dealt 
inth that, so effectively, m fact, that the enemy 
started to go The 15th Punjab Regiment was 
carried by H M LS Parvatx, Lieutenant H M 
Choudri, R I H , which also towed a tug and barge 
for the lauding The ship was straddled by three 
four inch shells, which fell close, but the landmg 
was earned out without loss There was httle 
opposition, and the enemy retired as soon as our 
troops began to advance 

The 2nd Punjab Regiment then landed, and 
advanced through the 15th Punjab Regunent 
towards the town, while at the same tune some of 
the latter moved mland from the coast to try to cut 
the road Borbera was soou occupied, the enemy 
streaming away down the road towards Hargeisa, 
and the search for booby traps, stores and capons 
began The enemy had been completely surprised 
and fled without domg xmy damage, though the 
town was m a disgusting state Sanitation had 
been completely neglected, the flies were there in 
clouds, the town, which is not normally a very 
salubrious place, stank to heaven About 120 
prisoners with ten guns were captured, while Indian 
casualties were one man wounded The most 
difficult operation of war had been earned out 
against an admittedly not very detennmed foe, 
mth complete success, mflictuig losses on the enemy 
and recapturing the town which was to provide a 
base for future operations The Itahan venture 
in British Somaliland had been an expensive luxury 
Massawa 

The naval opcrntions against ilassawa, which 
took place at the same time as the attack down the 
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It now became a naval action, and so the Sub 
Lieutenant took command with ^e ratmg actmg 
as hi8 second in command In some very nckety 
dug out canoes, a boarding party 'ivas sent off to 
another empty dhow which was o^y 200 yards from 
the shore Sail was sot and the boat manoeuvred, 
not without difficulty, towards the Itahan dhow 
As the two ships approached, the havildar trained 
the machine gun on the Itahans, though it is douht- 
ful if a hit would ever have been obtained, for tbe 
wild pitching and rolling of the dhow made aiming 
an impossibihty Nevertheless white flags appeared 
at the mast and the stem, and a prize crew of 
one went off in the nckety canoe to board the enemy 
ship 

And what a prize it was I On boaid was one 
Italian Oovernor (a particular “ buddy ” of 11 
Duce), one general, two colonels and various 
A.D Cs , but the importance of these paled into 
lusigmficauco when the cargo was examined Man> 
canvas bags filled to the brim with Maria Theresa 
dollars were stacked in the dhow The prisoners 
were transferred to the Bntish (pro tem) tUiow, 
and the pnzo crow sailed the captured ship with 
all its boot> round the island to rejoin the 
liatnagtrt 


Cape Guardafui 

Towards the cud of April, with the usual nunc 
Bwctping precautions, H M I ships entered a tiu> 
fishing port on the coast of Itah in SomaliHnd which 
had been captured the previous day b> Punjabis 
A small military force was embarked and tbe ships 
moved down the coast to the vicmitj of Cape 
Guardafui, the most easterly point of jkfrica- 
H M I S C/it.e anchored off the lighthouse shortly 
after dijbrcak. A partv of JlaJiaii soldiers was 





' The B.T.X, co-operetes with the R.ASF. ut keeping the Bed Sea open foi onr shipping. 


THE TIGEB STBIKES 


115 


quickly dispersed by a few rounds from a 2 
poundei gun Then the force was landed, a highly 
unpleasant job lu native surf boats through rough 
water "While one warship sailed along ttie coast 
in support of the military searching for the enemy, 
another landed a party and occupied the hghtboase 
By nightfall the hght was woiking agam after ten 
months’ inactivity 

Meanwhile the Pnnjabis had found the enemy 
and asked for a naval bombardment next morning 
Just when the ship was about to open fire the 
Itahana surrendered Yet another landing party 
went ashore further down the coast and all the 
remainder of the enemy were rounded up Thirty 
Itahau officers and 154 other ranks were taken 
away as prisoners from this inhospitable stretch of 
coast 

jissad 

Assab lies on the Red Sea coast commanding 
the Straits of Bab el Mandeb It was the first 
place in Africa to he occupied by the Italians and 
consists of a small harbour with a well laid out toivn 
behmd The aerodrome had long since been 
thoroughly dealt with by our bombers, and was 
littered with the usual collection of burnt out and 
destroyed aeroplanes 

Early in June an attack was staged from the 
sea and was phenomenally successful Our forces 
sustained no casualties whatsoever One Italian 
was lolled, while more than a thousand including 
some Germans weie captured Large numbers of 
rifles and machine guns with ammunition were also 
secured, and so complete was the surprise that very 
bttle damage was done to the harbour installation 

It was known that the approaches to the port 
had been heavily mined, so the naval escort and the 
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transport anchored some nine miles off shoro 
leaving the landing to be earned out bf men of 
the 15th Punjab Regiment In the early mornmg 
just before sunrise the landing party set out in fast 
motor boats, each manned by naval ratings, and 
contammg 30 picked men, and headed for the pier 
m the middle of the town Punctually at the pre- 
arranged minute aircraft arrived to assist in the 
operation Plying very low, they drowned the 
sound of the motor boat engines with the roar of 
their own, and so enabled the boats to creep up to 
the quay unobserved 

A tug, with a 12 pounder gun, had been 
placed in such a position that she could smk herself 
and block the only remaining bit of pier, but the 
Itahaus, quite unaware of the danger, were all 
asleep Even the sentry had to be rudely awakened 
by a poke m the ribs with a revolver The pier and 
buildings wore quickly occupied and a feiV more 
prisoners added to the bag 

As soon as the motor boats reached the quay an 
aeroplane dropped a letter on the Residency calling 
on the Italian Governor to come down to the pier 
and surrender This he did If ever the phrase 
“ according to plan ” was justiffed, this was a 
splendid example for the letter had been written 
some days previously and sent to Aden where it 
was handed over to the pilot The Governor and 
the civil officers of the to^vn were taken out to the 
cruiser, which was approaclung through the lane 
swept by mmesweepers Soon the remainder of 
the battahou were being landed and the occupation 
of the town was completed 

There was little opposition, though some Italian 
ratings offeied resistance and damaged the wireless 
station Otherwise the attitude was one of 
resignation and rehef that it was all over There 
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was little food left in the town, and the undying 
gratitude of mothers was earned when a supply of 
milk for their babies was flown from Aden. It had 
been an easy victory but, if surprise had not been 
attained, Assab might have been a hard nut to 
crack. Situated in bare rocliy desert, the houses are 
modern and well built and practically every one 
contained a machine-gun. 

This was the last Italian position on the coast 
of Italian East Africa, and the Red Sea was at last 
freed from the menace on its western shore. 



ELEVEN 


Mechili 


TT HE 3rd Indian Motor Brigade moved up into 
Cyrenaica from Egypt after tUe capture of 
Benghazi by General Wavell’s army in March 1941, 
in order that some of the forces who had taken part 
in the advance might get some rest, while others 
were freed to go to Greece. Some troops had been 
continuously in action from June 10, 1940, under 
as arduous and trying conditions as it is possible to 
imagine. As a result of these reliefs a smaller 
force was left in the captured country, the main 
body bepg at Benghazi itself. The 3rd Indian 
Motor Brigade was at El Adem, the aerodrome of 
Tobruk and the graveyard of 87 burnt out or 
damaged Italian aeroplanes. 

At the end of March Germans and Italians 
in overwhelming numbers attadied the armoured 
troops 100 miles south of Benghazi, forcing tlie 
Imperial troops to withdraw along the coast road 
towards Gyrene, Dema and Tobruk and across the 
desert. The Germans then sent a large armoured 
force to the south of the coastal mountains by way 
of Mechili to try to cut off the troops, retreating 
along the road, before they could reach Tobruk. 
This was the route followed by British armoured 
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forces in advancing from Dema to Benghazi, when 
tho retreating Italian forces were intercepted and 
all killed or captured in a fierce battle south of 
Benghazi. iTechili is the only place at which water 
can be obtained on this route and so it was of first 
importance. As the only mobile troops available, 
the 3rd Indian Motor Brigade was sent out to hold 
this place and so delay the Germans sufficiently to 
enable the Cyrenaica garrison on the coast road to 
get safely back into Tobmk. 

El Mechili lies 100 miles west of Tobruk, right 
out in the desert; a little stone and mud fort, quite 
useless for defence, was the only building for many 
many miles in every direction. Imagine a saucer 
of sand nine miles in diameter with a rocky uneven 
edgo running up in places to a height of 800 feet. 
To the west the saucer edge is broken away and 
there the country is flat and open. The fort is 
about a couple of miles from the northern rim, 
while rather more than half-way across is a landing 
ground, or what passea for one in tho desert. Tho 
fort itself, winch contains the wells, had trenches 
dug round it by tho Italians, but after the winter 
storms they were silted up with sand. A desolate, 
forbidding place it is normally visited only by a 
few wandering Bedouins, but fay a strange chance 
it now became for a short time the most important 
spot in North Africa, after which it relapsed once 
more into its normal loneliness until December 
1941. 

Except for a casual machine-gun attack made 
in passing by two ilesserschmidts bound elsewhere 
on other business, the move on April 4 was 
uneventful. The brigade, with which were some 
Australian anti-tank gunners and a few British 
infantry from the Kifle Brigade, spent that night 
and the next day trying to put the four mile 
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perimeter into a state of defence, dealing the old 
trenches and digging new ones 

The Bnemy Arrives 

During the night of April 5 6 patrols contacted 
the enemy some 15 miles to the south west 
Vehicles with lights burning and presumed to be 
hostile were also reported some five miles away to 
the north west However since news had reached 
the brigade that armoured reinforcements could he 
expected very shortly, there seemed no great cause 
for alarm, until m the early hours of the morning 
vehicles of the transport company bumped the 
enemy to the east of Mechili The incident passed 
off satisfactorily enough, for a rotund but detei 
mined captam, with three vehicles, five men and no 
arms except a pistol and three broken Italian rifles, 
brought m an officer, six men and a Breda gun, 
havmg captured them by dnvmg straight at them 

But what were Italians doing 15 miles east of 
llechili on the road to Tobruk? 

The mornmg of April 6 was quiet until about 
noon when suddenly 14 very large enemy aircxaft 
appeared over the escarpment from the north, 
followed the line of it round and landed on the 
aerodrome They were nghtiy taken to he birds of 
ill omen Within a few mmutes a patrol reported 
that there was a large enemy column, with guns, 
on the aerodrome, while another party had been 
seen moving along the southern escarpment 
apparently working round to the east to cut the line 
of retirement 

Smee the brigade had no heavier artillery than 
2 pounder anti tank guns, nothing could be done 
about all this When, however, vehicles drawing 
field g^ms moved north from the aerodrome, 
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towards the fort, the Australians opened fire on 
them and they promptly retired, although they were 
a good 600 yards out of range One gun was, how 
ever, brought closer, and a machine gun section of 
the P A V O Cavalry* was sent out to deal with it 
Unfortunately the gun was quickly switched round, 
and the first shell, at a lange of just over 1,000 
yards, knocked out the gun, kilhng or woundmg 
some of the crew Theieupon an officer of the regi 
ment at once jumped into his truck, drove out 
towards the gun, picked up the survivors and 
brought them back 

Meanwhile the enemy moved up a heavy 
howitzer and began to shell the fort area, a proceed 
mg which greatly increased the cavalry’s hitherto 
rathei moderate enthusiasm for digging This 
curiously confused situation continued Two heavy 
enemy lorries drove up to the east side of the camp 
The P A y 0 allowed them to nppioach withm 600 
yards, when fire was opened The foremost lorry 
went up in flames and out of the two of them 
jumped ovei 40 Italians and two German officers 
Out went three trucks and brought them in together 
with a gun Shortly afterwards another German 
officer and three German other ranks were 
ingeniously captured by an officer, when he allowed 
a staffi car to pursue him up to a pomt where he 
knew it was covered by machine guns 

So far the defence was rather more than hold 
mg its own, but there was still no sign of the 
armoured forces coming to help, and the enemy 
■uas becommg bolder Four armoured cars tried 
to foice tlieir way m from the southwest, being 
driven off by a patrol of the 2nd Royal Lancers, 
while a gun was established to the east which began 


Pnnee Albert \jctor8 Own Ctvaljy (llth PronUer Force) 
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to shell the lines This was also driven off by a 
patrol of the P A V 0 , who nearly captured it 
The enemy kept on trying to drive in from the west 
until nightfall, but was foiled by machine gun fire 

There was no sleep for anyone that night, but 
the enemy had been kept from the vital water for 
24 hours 

Early on the morning of Apiil 7 a British air 
craft came over to drop a message informing the 
brigade that it was surrounded on all sides and 
that strong enemy columns were moving up on the 
east and south Since the brigade had aliead> 
observed between 30 and 40 enemy lorries to the 
cast and had counted 12 guns in view not more than 
4,000 yards away, this unwelcome news was not 
altogether unexpected Confirmation was speedily 
provided A German staff officer drove into the 
position under a white flag in a Mercedes Benz 
touring car, plated shoulder high with ^lucli 
armour Speaking perfect English and behaving 
with the greatest correctness he demanded au 
unconditional surrender He pomted out that it 
would be a perfectly honourable arrangement, since 
the brigade was surrounded by immensely supenoi 
forces and would be bombed and shelled to pieces if 
it tried to hold out 

The reply was a refusal by the brigadier to 
consider such a proposal, and a heartening raid b> 
11 British aircraft whidi bombed the aerodrome 
Uioroughly 

The next move by the enemy was the advance 
from the south of two veiy large lorries, eich con- 
taining a gun in the back A direct bit from au 
anti tank riile brought the first to a standstill, and 
out poured Italians with their hands up IVhile 
the 2nd Royal Lancers and P A VO were disputing 
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whose birds they were, the Austrahau auti tniiV 
gmmeTs shaped oat a breakdown truck, and 
brought m both lornea, one German and two Itahan 
officers, two German NCO’s and about 20 Itahan 
other ranks The bag was increased when a staff 
car approached too near and was captured with a 
German officer inside Thus far the “ honourable 
surrenders ” had been so one sided that when the 
envoy returned again at noon to pomt out that the 
brigade was now surroimded by guns mth a large 
number of tanks, his demand for a bloodless victory 
was again refused 


The Breah Out 

Nevertheless the brigade teas surrounded by 
guns aud by vastly superior forces Mihtanly ite 
position was obviously untenable 

Determined to moke the situation clear the 
enemy opened a heavy bombardment with guns and 
mortars, which continued until sunset For 20 
minutes there was peace Then infantry attacks 
began A half hearted effort from the west was 
easily beaten off A much more determined 
attempt from the north was pressed for nearly an 
hour, until the Itahans gave way under ^Tithermg 
maeliinc gun fire, leaving many dead on the ground 
Two tanks which tried to creep in from the south 
were also driven off by direct hits About 
10 30 p m the enemy gave it up and once agam the 
bombardment started Aleanwhile the prisoners 
were getting “ uppish ”, attackmg our troops from 
the rear, but a jemadar, although wounded, soon 
hquidated ” them with his own revolver xmd with 
an Italian pistol ho had picked up 

It was then decided to try to break through tlio 
enemy lines to the south at dawm This me lut 
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passing directly in fiont of a line of gnus to the 
east of the camp A squadron of the 18th Cavalry* 
"With the one cruiser tank and the ten aimoured 
camera were therefore detailed to deal with these 
The remainder of the night was spent in prepara 
tion and beating off two more infantry attacks, 
but owmg to the confusion and noise inevitable in 
getting such a large number of vehicles ready to 
move, the enemy must have had a very good idea 
of what was about to happen 

At about 6 50 a m m the half light the squadron 
under the command of Captam J M Bailow 
charged the guns from the north east The assault, 
as hopeless it must have seemed as the charge of 
the Light Brigade at Balaclava, roared in The 
tank was knocked out straight away, but the 24 
trucks drove straight down m hne on the gims, 
split half to the right and half to the left, halted 
and the men went lu with the bayonet The gun 
crows threw up their hands After destroying four 
out of the five guns the squadron embussed and 
made off having suffered only 27 casualties out of 
the hundred who took part The charge of the 
18th Cavalry at Mechili takes its place with the 
other famous and desperate charges in histoiy 

Meanwhile, undei cover of this most gallant 
diversion, the mam body attempted to bieak 
through to the south It was just dayhght, but 
clouds of dust, pierced only by the glare of burst- 
ing shells, the red streak of tracer bullets and the 
flames of burning tracks, reduced visibility to a 
few yards, while the mash of g^nnfire, the rattle of 
machine guns, and the howl of fast revving 
engines deafened and bewildered To proceed as 
a formed body was impossible Soon the trucks 


18th King Edward VUs Own Cavaliy 



THE TiOSB 5TB1KES 


125 


were driving through the enemy lines like a herd 
of stampeding cattle, swerving to right and left 
as they ran into obstacles or into the mouths of 
the enemy guns, hlany never got through, hut 
many more did. 

Though all was chaos and confusion this was 
not a panic-stricken rout but a determined effort 
to get out to fight another day. So soon as the 
enemy’s positions were passed trucks stopped to 
take the crocks in tow. The wounded were picked 
up, and although many vehicles were overloaded 
to double their capacity, with enemy tanks and 
armoured cars scouring the countryside in search, 
there was no thought of leaving anyone behind. 

Inside the camp exciting events were 
occurring. The 2nd Royal Lancers were left to 
act as rearguard, and just before starting a strong 
tank attack overwhelmed regimental headquarters 
and some of the squadrons. Under command of 
Major Rajendrasiubji one squadron with a few 
British infantry and Australian anti-tank gunners 
broke out to the west, cljarging through the 
enemy’s guns. The enemy gunners threw up their 
hands, hut there was no time to take prisoners. 
Scurrying on due west, the party then evaded 
pursuit by turning northwards into the hills where 
they lay up for the remainder of the day in the 
deep dry watercourses. Next night they drove 
south for 40 miles, then taking an easterly course 
they set out towards Egypt Twice they 
encountered parties of the enemy, all of whom 
were captured but only a few of whom could be 
retained. In each case the Germans were selected, 
bundled into a captured lorry, and taken along. 
Finally they reached our lines, tired out, but ssf^ 
again. 
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It IS impossible to tell all the stones of the 
small parties ■which trickled back across the desert 
to safety Wonderful navigating in this feature 
less desert "was the hall mark of this part of the 
operation The great fighting spirit of the troops 
18 shown by the fact that few parties arrived with 
out prisoners The 3rd Indian Motor Brigade had 
lost many, including the brigadier, but it had a 
large proportion to go into action again, and it had 
the satisfaction of knowing that its heroic action 
had allowed the mam forces to reach Tobruk 



TWELVE 


The Syrian Campaign 


W ITH tile attack on, Crete and the penetration, 
of Germans into Syria and Iraq, together with the 
increasingly complacent view taken of these opera- 
tions by the Vichy Government, it became necessary 
for British forces to occupy Syria. Early in June, 
therefore, British forces began to advance into 
Syria and the Lebanon from Palestine. The only 
Indian force engaged was a brigade of the 4th 
Indian Division with attached troops, which since 
their return from Eritrea had been once more in 
the 'Western Desert 

It was hoped that the Vichy forces would not 
offer any resistance to this advance and, in order 
to give every opportunity for the avoidance of 
bloodshed, each move was preceded by an emissary 
carrying a white flag. These tactics were in no 
case successful, but they account for the slow rate 
of advance at the beginning of the campaign. 

On the night of June 8, the 5th Indian Infantry 
Brigade crossed the border along the road to Deraa 
and Damascus. At one point just over the frontier 
the railway crosses a large riaduct, and it was 
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kno\vii that this had been prepared for demolition 
This was a bridge which Lawrence tried to destroy 
in 1918, m order to hamper any retirement by the 
Turks in face of AUenhy^a £nal offensive The 
attempt then failed owing to one of the party drop 
pmg a nfle A small party of one platoon of the 
Rajputana Rifles under the command of Captain 
Adam ilurray was ordered to secure the bridge and 
prevent its destruction The little party made its 
way across the frontier at night, and, on ai rival at 
the bridge, Murray started forward alone to deal 
with the Vichy party guarding the explosive charges 
under the bridge His platoon havildar, Goru Kara, 
insisted on accompanying him and these two made 
tboir way up to the post, cut their way through the 
wire, and crawled inside The sentry^s attention 
was attracted but he apparently thought that the 
mtruders were dogs He picked up a stone and 
threw it Presumably because they did not howl 
or run away, his suspicions were well and truly 
aroused The bolt of his iifle clicked and Llurray 
and Goto Ram waited foi no more They charged 
the tent and sentry at once, with their tommy gun lu 
action, and wiped out the whole post The sound 
of the shots was the signal for the remainder of the 
platoon to rush the two guard posts on top of the 
viaduct and capture them, and so the Chehab 
viaduct was saved 

Durmg the same night the Royal Fusiliers 
moved up on the west side of the Lake of Tiberias 
to seize the important road junction at Quneitra 
This they did with little opposition and secured the 
town two days later 

The Rajputana Rifles and the Ist Punjab Rcgi 
ment were ordeied to surround Deraa during the 
lugbt The Punjabis moved up to the south of the 
toivn while the “ Rajnf ** moved right round to the 
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north. This was a moat difQcult maroh across 
country, but iu spite o£ some opposition the 
battalion was in position to the north of the village 
by daybreak. 

At about 6 a.m, a party under a white flag 
motored up to the town in a staff car. A shell from 
a French 75 pierced the bonnet of the car completely 
wrecking it, but fortunately did not explode. Then 
three brave oflBcers got out of the car and walked 
into the village still bearing their white flag, but the 
parleys were of no avail and at 7 a.m. the attack 
started. It was completely successful and later on 
iu the morning, the Rajputana Rifles carried on up 
the road towards Sheikh Miskinc. 

This advance was opposed by Vichy armoured 
cars and also by aerial attack, but the regiment 
moved along the narrow road without much delay. 
Next day Sheikh iUskinc was reached and here 
again the Vichy forces refused to surionder. Au 
attack was mounted ou the village but was stopped 
by intense machine-gun and artillery fire. A new 
plan was made by which one company went round 
on the left flank to try to seize a small hill over- 
looking the village. The company had boon re- 
duced to a strength of only two platoons and the 
leading platoon was held up in the open plain only 
350 yards from the hill by very heavy machine-gun 
fire. The reserve platoon was then put in. Xaik 
Bhopal Singh, \\ho had taken over command when 
bnlJj. bia ijlatoon commander .ml fjajdJ/bu: 
become casualties, led this attack in most deter- 
mined fashion. Ho and three others reached the 
position. and annihilated the entire post, and then 
they rushed ou to attack another. These 
“ Bahadurs ” killed over 40 men between them- 
This enabled the other platoon to advance and ti** 
whole position was captured. The gallant 



130 


THE TIGBB bTBIKES 


by the Naik undoubtedly saved his whole company, 
for tanks had appealed in the open country and 
would have wiped out the little force \s a result 
of the captuie of the hill, Sheikh Miskine 
capitulated 

The two battailous weie now detailed to 
witch the desert flank while Pice Fiench foices 
pissed thiough towaids Damascus Some days 
later the enemy was met m a stiong position 
along the line of the rivei Nahr el Ouaj and so the 
Punjabis and Eaiputana Rifles weie moved up to 
issist 


The Capture of Ktssoue » 

On the mght of June 14 15 the Allied forced 
had leached the ime of the river Nahi el Oaaj, 
the hills south cast of Ki^soue having been captured 
by Free French troops after hard fighting two d vys 
before The let Punjab Regiment and Gtli Raj 
pntana Rifles weie facing the Vichy positions 
opposite Kissoue (piouounced Kiswc), and were 
commanded by Lieutenant Colonel L Jones, d s o , 
in tbe absence of the Brigadier AV L Lloyd, o b b , 
D 6 0 , If c , who was in command of the whole force 
since General le Gcntilhomme had been wounded 
The Royal Fusiliers were at Quneitra, with one 
companj thrust well fonvard along the road to 
Damascus, but not in touch with the enemy 

The hattahous had fonght in the stony plain 
of the AVestern Desert, the scrub covered country 
of eastern Entrca and the precipitous moimlains 
of Keren, but now they had got another type of 
terrain over which to operate This part of Syria 
18 rolling downland studded mth innmnerahlo lava 
boulders These not only make it impossible for 
wheeled traffic to leave the roads, but al'io render 
it extremely difficult for infantry A few hours 
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inarching cats tlie boots to pieces The boulders 
do, however, very considerably i educe the iisL of 
attacks by enemy armoured fighting vehicles, 
except in the area bounded by Qataiia, Aaitouz, 
Kissoue and Qmnech Charatitc 

The Vichy forces, which were about equal in 
numbers to the attackers, but very considerably 
superior in tanks and armoured cars, held an 
extremely stioug position On the west there were 
no hills worthy of the name, but gaideus and 
houses provided ample cover for infantry and tanks, 
and the bulk of the enemy mobile troops were con 
coiitratcd on this aiea West ot the village of 
Najha lose the Jebel Abou ArUz, almost sheer, 
and its continuations the Jcbel cl Kelb and the 
Jebel Tannounye, boulder stre^vn, precipitous 
lulls, well fortified and strongly garnsoned West 
of the mam road was Tel Kissoue, a big rounded 
hill, flee of lava on its lower slopes, wth Tel Aiair 
north of it Fmally, even further west was the 
great hiU of Jcbel Madam commanding both the 
road from Deraa and that from Quneitra Though 
these hills do not compare with the mountams of 
Entrea they are neveitheless very serious 
obstacles 

Behind the lulls is a bate patch, north of which 
aie the gardens an intncatc area, criss crossed by 
iirigation channels, the orchaids, cactus hedges and 
houses providmg a mass of positions for madime 
gun nests and hiding places for tanks Tlie 
gardens, which suiiound Damascus, are thinnest 
near the Quneitra Road, to the west of which is 
another hne of high hills surmounted by four forts 
overlookmg all the low country 

A general attack across the nvei began before 
dawn on June 15 The Free French met with no 
success on the right, hut their left captuied part of 
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the Jebel el Kelb The two Indian battalions 
had the stift task of capturing Kissoue itself and 
Tel Kissoue just behind The defences were 
strong The village had been thoroughly wired and 
was suriounded by an anti-tank tieuch 13 feet wide 
and 13 feet deep A numbei of posts weie con 
cealed on the outskirts, A\hilc within the village 
itself the manj little oichaids, inteisected by swift 
flowing sti earns, were well wiied and defended by 
machine guns The task of clearing the village 
was entrusted to one battalion, and in the hopes of 
attaining surprise tliej were given no artilleij 
suppoit Bgth battalions weie brought up in 
lorries, and then tlie 1st Punjab Regiment moved 
foiward to the attack 

The night was quiet as the tomb as the men 
crept fonvard, equipped with hastily constructed 
scaling ladders to aid them acioss the ditoli 
At 3 20 am the stillness was suddenh broken bj 
the chatter of machine guns and the explosions of 
bursting bombs The filing rose in a crescendo, 
to die away and then flaio up again To the 
watcheis at Brigade Headquaiters it was an 
anxious moment The Fice Fiench had been 
extremely sceptical of the possibihU of the attack 
succeeding “ A direct attack without artillery 
preparation, tanks or air bombardment! ” They 
shiugged then shouldcis ** And mth one 
battalion? ” The> raised then hands and looked 
significantly at each othei It was suiely onlj their 
inaato politeness that presented them tapping their 
foreheads to indicate the insanity of the plan 

Suddenly success sign ils w cut up and the 
filing died away in the village as the first grej of 
dawm appealed in the cast The 1st Punjab Kcgi 
ment had complcteh surprised the Vichj troops 
and alter some heavy hand to hand fighting iii the 
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village had captured the whole of it The 
impossible had been adneved, though luck played 
its part The garrison was m the middle of a 
relief, no attack was expected and maiij of the 
defendeis’ weapons were alieidj loaded into 
loriies waiting for the aiiival of the relieving 
troops "Moppmg up continued amongst the 
orchards and little sti earns, many of which were six 
feet deep After daylight several of the enemj 
troops were found hiding up to their necks in watei 
and were hunted out 

At 515 am oui aitillery began to legistei Tel 
Kissoue the peak behind the village, and the Raj 
putana Rifles went foiwaid to attack at 9 am 
This attack vas evcij bit as fonmdable as the 
captuie of the village, if not more so for now there 
was no question of suipiise The shelling was 
excellently directed and the troops, to whom this 
seemed child’s play aftei Kcicn, went up the slopes 
in dashing style Bj 9 50 a ni Tel Kissoue was in 
the hands of the “ Rajiif ” aftei considerable 
fighting 

"Meaiiubile the Punjabis in Kissoue weie being 
subjected to much shelhng, and shortly after 
midday it was counter attacked by a Vichy battalion 
with tanks This attempt w as strongly pushed but 
failed owing to the Indians’ excellent maiksmaiiship 
and clever use of tank pioof cover iknother 
assault also failed Latei still, the “ chaige ” was 
heaid sounded on trumpets, and fiom Tel Afair a 
squadion of Spahis came galloping Across the 
plain they came, up the slopes of Tel Kissoue But 
the men from Rajputaiia were as staunch as against 
tanks and the horsemen retreated leaving mai ^ 
dead and wounded on the ground No woiidei 
prisoners were depressed, for the> had consideied 
the position impregnable, and were nov unable to 
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recapture it These two battalions had done an 
amazing thing A Vichy officer remarked “ ce que 
vous avez faites, e’est iiicroyablc Vos ludiens 
soiit vraiment formidable ** 

But the tivo battalions had not yet finished 
After dark they started off north west to capture 
Jebel iladani, the 1st Punjab Regiment directed on 
the sonthorn ridge and the Rajputana Riiles on the 
northern The somewhat demoialised enemy did 
not expect a night attack, nor any attack at all so 
soon after the fall of Kissoue, and by dawn the two 
Indian battalions were m full possession of the hill 
looking forward and down on the citj of Damascus 
itself The confidence of the brigadier m his 
matchless battalions had not been misplaced 

Meanwhile on other fronts the situation was 
much less satisfactory The Free French on the 
right flank weie hard pressed, while at Quncitra the 
Royal Fusiliers were in a desperate plight During 
Juno 15, the latter’s outpost company had boon 
driven in and a strong attack launched on them at 
this important road junction During the night lhc\ 
were completely invested by a foice strong in tanks 
and artillerj After desperate fighting, dining 
which the one company which was not surrounded 
tried without avail to break its waj lu through the 
cordon, the Fusiliers ran out of ammunition and 
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It was hoped to stage an attack that night on 
Mczze down the road from Quneitra, while the Free 
French co operated with an advance down the mam 
road towards Damascus The latter, however, 
could not be got ready m tunc, and as the t\\ o Indian 
battalions were greatlv exhausted, the attack was 
postponed foi 24 hours During this time informa 
tion was received tliat a Vichy force had moved 
round the desert flank and was iiearnig Sheikh 
Jliskine, and the torce from Quiieitia could also 
move east and cut the road behind our troops But 
Brigadier Llojd did not allow this serious news to 
alter his plans , he had appreciated that a real 
threat to Damascus would cause the enemy to with 
draw these flanking forces So next night the 
attack on Mezzo began 

The Achon at Mezee 

On the evening of Jane 18, the two Indian 
battalions set forth on wbat turned out to be one 
of the most heroic and desperate actions of the war 
The plan was to pass right through the enemy hues 
duiing the dark and seize the village of Mezze, thus 
cutting the French hue of letreat by road and rail 
to Beirut The Free French were to co operate by 
attacking up the mam road from Kissoue to 
Damascus One company of the 1st Punjabis was 
left to hold Jehel Madanu The Battalion do 
I’Infanterie de Marino remained in Aartouz, but 
was to move up to Mezze at daybreak with the 
artillery and anti tank guns w hich could not go 
forward across country duiiug the dark The sole 
surviving company of the Fusihers remamed in 
reserve The few tanks available had to be left,to 
guard the exposed desert flaulc After a day’s full 
in active operations during which some of the tired 
troops managed to have a bathe in the various 
streams, all were in better condition to undertake 
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On the other side of the road, the Hazara com 
pauy of the Puujabia continued the advance, 
knocking out some enemy machine gun posts and 
side stepping others By 11 p m they were through 
the first enemy Ime In the pitch dark there was 
gieat confusion, and on one occasion two parties 
u ere only just prevented from attacking each other 
But the officers, Viceroy Commissioned Officers and 
l^CO’s proved their worth when ther quickly 
sorted out the situation and the advance once moie 
started In the meantime a disastrous event 
had happened The transport column, moving 
along the road, outstiipped the marching troops in 
the scrub It bumped into a road block, covered 
by an auti tank gun and machine guns Some 
vehicles were knocked out, and the tiaiisport never 
rG]onied the battalions It was eventually pinned 
by enemy tanks and artillery in olive groves near 
the village, and its loss was the real c'luse of the 
tragedy to come 

There was further oppositiou near the aeio 
drome, but this was mainly ignored The column 
pushed onwards, crossed to the east of the road 
and at 4 15 a m reached Mezze after a 12 mile 
march, against opposition, over unreconnoitred 
country and in utter darkness Tins m itself was 
a military feat of outstanding bnlli'iiice but better 
was to follow 

At 4 30 am the attack stdi ted Three guns 
filing down the road were knocked out with tommy 
guns, two by Subadai Mohd Akbar of the Punjabis 
and the third by the “ Bajnf ’* Again hell was 
let loose but the attack was not cheeked for a 
moment In the straggling little village intense 
sheet fighting took place A large ammunition 
lorry exploded, and in the hght of the flames a 
Vichy tank could he seen in action it was attacked 
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and set on fire With bayonet and grcii'idc the 
enemy were foiced fiom the whitey brown houses 
and -^tor an houi of this hiid individuil fighting 
the \illage nas secured 

A compnn> of the Rajputana RiHes passed 
round the village and cut the mam Damascus 
Beuut Hoad, driving 'iwa> a cavalry screen Thej 
set fire to a pctiol dump turned back a train, 
destroyed several lorries on the road, beat bick an 
attack by a whole battalion and lu general created 
some panic in Damascus At 9 am they ^vcro 
attacked by fue licav\ tanks and ictircd in good 
order into llezzc 

Ilio Free FrentU forces, which were to have 
advanced down the mam road, had never started 
So it once the work wag begun of putting the 
Milage uito a state of defence It was realised that 
very tonsidernblo forces would now bo n\ ulablo to 
counter attack the m11 igc, and that tboio woio largo 
numbers of tanka to bo brought ag mist it Bo id 
blocl a were constructed aoioss the entrances with 
b lulks of timber, stones and wire Bngide Ilcad 
qu liters,, \vi(h one eompuny from cacli battalion, 
ind both Battilion Hcjidqu irters, were established 
in the grounds of a lar„c house witli a w died garden 
oil the northern outskirts, known as ilcrze House 
The other tomp imcs ni idc defended positions inside 
the village Vll this time there w as slight m i Jiiiu 
gim fire ind occasion il shelling which did not do 
much d imago 

Me77o House was a large squire liuihliiip, 
hurromulcd bj a wall Outside arc oreh irds, with 
douse undergrowth, so that it wan often not 
possible lo see more tlini ten virds Two ro ids 
run outHido the orchards to cast anil west, and to 
the houtli east is i lirge square from whicli a drive 



THE T^GEB STRIKB8 139 

loads to the house The gardea wall was huinedly 
loopholed, and the gateway barricaded 

Shortly after Dam Vichy tanks appeared and 
attacked the men preparing the load blocks All 
through the morning attacks developed on the 
isolated defended localities, the tanka broke through 
into the village and the fighting was intense The 
accurate fire of our men prevented the enemy 
infantry from coming m close, but the tanks 
were all round and just outside the houses 
firing through the windows and walls About 
4pm one of the companies of the Rajputaiia 
Rifles had to surrender It had suffered many 
casualties and had run out of ammunition 
But the walla of the buildings had to be knocked 
do^7n by the great 35 ton tanks, before these heroes 
capitulated 

In the meantime the attacks continued, and 
alternated with heavj guns on the hills above 
shelling the village over open sights During the 
afternoon the assault was concentrated on "Mezze 
House, to which as many men as possible from the 
other localities had been withdraivn The gaiden 
wall provided a tank obstacle, though the tanks 
were able to fire down the drive from the square, 
a distance of possibly 200 yards The house was 
used as a hospital for the wounded 

Attacks continued till nightfall when it was 
decided to send the news of the desperate state of 
the defenders back to Foice Headquarters As no 
transport bad got through, ammunition was getting 
short Except for a little fruit m the garden, whicli 
was doled out to all, no food had been eaten for 24 
hours There were about 50 prisoners also to be 
provided for The number of wounded was laige 
Lieutenant Colonel H E Greatwood was mortallj 
wounded causing this battalion of Puninbis to lose 
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its commauding officer for the third time in its 
campaigning. ^ledical stores were finished, the 
doctor bandaging the wounded with strips of sheets 
taken from the beds in the house. But the wounded 
carried on fighting, some men coming back three 
times for bandaging and then returning to their 
posts. 

A small party of one jemadar (in command) 
and two officers set otf back to Force Headquarters 
at 8.45 p.m. It was going to be a very desperate 
venture for the village was full of Vichy infantry 
and tanks and the bouse was completely surrounded. 
The three crept through a hole in the wall and after 
dodging below a tank which was firing at the house, 
swam the stream just beyond. Thence they crept 
through n garden, crossed a lane immediately 
behind another tank and got up on the roof of a 
low house. They passed along the roofs of several 
houses, hut in jumping down the jcmndar'liurt his 
ankle; the two officers helped him along. "Whilo 
skirting the wall of a garden they ran into an enemy 
post, the sentry of which fired at them point blank, 
hut missed. Running back they tried another way, 
and 'climbing from garden to garden managed to 
get to the far side of the village. Behind them 
they could hear yet another attaclc taking place on 
ilezze House, while as they rested they watched 
by the flashes a counter attack taking place on the 
company of the Ist Punjab Regiment on the hill. 

After leaving the village they crossed the road 
and wont along in the foothills though their clothes 
were tom to shreds and their bodies lacerated by 
the cactus hedges through which tliey had to force 
their way. They felt almost happy at the thought 
that they were going to succeed. At half past five 
they reached Force Headquarters in a .state of utter 
exhaustion. 
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lU Mezze House tlimgs weie not 
gomg well Ali througli the night the attacks con 
tmued, but were driven off by desperate fighting 
Ammunition vas getting noefully short, but the 
fire discipline of the tioops was magnificent Each 
shot was carefully aimed , not a round was wasted 
On one occasion this pohcj of conserving e\ery 
louiid enabled tbe enemy to get within bombmg 
range of the house, and the first grenade burst m 
the window of a room on the second floor where 
Lieutenant Colonel Jones was lioldmg a conference 
The enemy weie eventually driven off and tbe fight 
contmued until at 130 pm tbe Vichy forceSj 
having brought up TS's very close, started shelling 
the house at poiut blank range Part of the roof 
collapsed and every able bodied man had to help 
rescue the wounded from uudei the debris "Wliile 
this was happeuing tbe enemy scaled tbe walls, but 
for the last tune were driven back 

The relieving column, could be heard fighting its 
way up past ilouaddanuye It was decided to ask 
for an armistice lu order to eiacuato the wounded, 
and then to continue the fight Though ammunition 
was now finished it was hoped that this bluff would 
delay suneudei until rescue arrived But the 
enemy on sightmg the emissary mth the white flag, 
thought it was surrender and rushed the gate 
beside hmi The remnants of a company of tbe 
Rajputaua Eifles made a desperate attempt to cut 
their way out, but it was hopeless All was over 

It had been a fight the like of whicli can rarely 
have been seen before, and this gallant defence 
made possible the capture of Damascus next day 
All the Vichy forces had been drawn off to con- 
centrate against the defenders of Mezze, and so 
the Flee French forces operating on the right were 
able to enter the town 
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One and a half companies of the 1st Punjab 
Rcgnnent and two companies of the Battahon de 
Plnfantene de Alanne suppoitcd by the 1st Picld 
Regiment weic sent out to relieve the gaiiison 
They fought their way along the foothills The 
gunnel s advanced their guns with muzzles down 
and blasted a way thiough The chaigc of the 
1st Field Regiment at Damascus, wlicie they alu iys 
bad their guns in line with, sometimes eveti m 
advance of, the attacking infantry, is typical of the 
marvellous spuit of this great brigade But when 
they 1 cached the village, Mezze was silent ind 
deseited The batteicd garden walls and the 
damaged house, the burnt out tanks and the dead 
bodies were eloquent testimony to the terrific 
fight 

The remnants of the three battalions wcio not 
hmshed yet Attci the fall of Damascus they 
continued to advance with the remainder of the 
Allied forces Since the armistice, those who were 
captuicd have been released, and once again these 
tliice great fighting battalions arc ready to be used 
wherever they raa> be sent Some of the officers, 
both Biitish and Indian, with some British 
NCO’s, had an adventurous trip after tlicir 
c.ipture riown fust to Athens and Salomca, they 
then proceeded b^ Ir iin to "Marseilles by way of 
Belgrade, ifumch and Lyons, ealcliing sight of 
Berchtesgaden on the way "Wien the orders for 
release armed, they sailed in a Frencli liner from 
Marseilles to Beirut, and rejoined their units after 
a most interesting though unplcasint lourne) 

i/u Adtance from Iraq 

"Wnule llichc heroic events were happening on 
the Palestine bolder, a forte of Indian troops 
began its advance into Svna from Iriq This part 
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of Syria is plain rolling desert, cut by the river 
Eupliiates which foims a belt of green across the 
all pervading blown The Tii dian column advanced 
on DeirezZoi, while a Biitish force moved on 
Palmyia lu neither case was opposition, severe, 
except in respect of air attach which caused 
seveial casualties in men and vehicles It became 
laigely a question of Buimouutiiig admmistiative 
difficulties Deir ez Zoi — the Convent in the 
Woods ” — was once a favourite lesoit of Haioun 
A1 Rascliid, and is now the pimcipal town of East 
Syria It is situated astride the nver Euphiates, 
which at this point is spanned by i>ictuiesqne 
bridges To the south west la a long escarpment 
rising to some height from the plain and affoidmg 
a natural and obvious lino of defence 

The Ime of approach to the city from the 
south cast could follow cither the mam road which 
lies along the Euphiates or strike across the open 
desert to the west Both these routes were 
followed simultaueously A motorised column of 
artillery and the 13th Lancers left the river and 
moved out into the desert Nowheie is there any 
vestige of cultivation or dweUing For mile upon 
mile this column crossed the brown inhospitable 
sand devoid of water and landmarks In spite of 
the heat the column, by July 3, had reached a load 
running w est from Deir ez Zor to Palmyra The 
only opposition encountered had been some Vichj 
armoured cars which were soon put to flight and 
early that day the party had reached a pomt five 
miles north of the city on the road to Aleppo, 
Then after cutting the telegraph hue, the whole 
force moved rapidly southwards on to the toivn 
The surprise was complete The armoured ears, 
with the troops and guns following, were able to 
enter the city with scarcely any opposition 
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■\VIiile this flanking movement was going on, 
the main force was advancing steadily from the 
south in the face of considerable but ineffective 
shelling. The sudden appearance of the desert 
column, however, demoralised the garrison and 
resistance soon ceased. Several enemy guns were 
captured. By midday Dcir-ez-Zor was completely 
secured. Thereafter very little resistance was 
encountered by any columns and though there were 
constant bombing and low-flying attacks, yet the 
casualties suffered were not heavy. The advance 
continued to Baqqa, and although hostilities were 
suspended, advanced elements reached the Turkish 
frontier north of Aleppo. 

The Dnek^s Bill ** 

Meanwhile another force had advanced into 
the ** Duck’s Bill ” in the north-cast of Syria. This 
area is innnediatcly south of the Turkish frontier, 
\\here it marches with the Syrian Province of 
llasetche. ‘Westward of Mosul the country opens 
onto broad undulating uplands stretcliing north- 
wards to the foothills which form the vanguard of 
the Turkish highlands. Tire distant peaks can at 
times be seen dimly through the summer Imzc which 
everywhere enshrouds the landscape. The bleak 
arid deserts of further south Ijuvc iriveii nlace to 
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Kotchek some 70 miles west of Mosul The viUage- 
and station form an oasis in the middle of the plain 
visible for many miles 

Two compames of the 12th Frontier Force 
Kegiment with artillery and some armoured cars 
left Mosul late at mght and by daylight were facmg- 
the village The guns were placed in front of the 
station and a company sent ronnd each flank As 
the object was to secure the village with the mini 
mum of force and -without damage to the railway 
or locomotives, the column commander went 
forward to mterview the Vichy commander At 
first the latter refused to surrender but ou hearing 
of the large force, which was coming agamst him, 
eventually withdrew leaving the village and station 
undamaged. 

The rapid thrust continued at once and by the 
early morning of the next day the httle foice was 
deployed in front of the fort of Tel Aalo Situated 
on a fitnflll emmence, it is well built and fortified,, 
and commands the country for many miles around 
Again the Vichy commander refused to surrender,, 
but after a couple of rounds had been fired over 
the fort, he changed his min d Three officers and 
130 men were made prisoners and the advance- 
continued 

The 13th Frontier Force Kifles had arrived as 
reinforcements and a cavalry post at Kubur el Bid 
was also captured By 10 30 a m the day following 
tie capture of Tel Aalo the column was facing the 
town and fortress of Kamechlie Standing right 
on the Turkish frontier, this is a town of 12,000 
inhabitants, encircled by a small stream The 
Vichy commander, having declmed to surrender,, 
was told that unless the flag was hauled doivn by 
11 am, the barracks and trenches would be 
bombarded Fire was on the pomt of being opened. 
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'when a message was received that the to^vn and 
fortress would be surrendered if the commander 
were allowed to escape with what garrison he could 
muster. As the shelling might have caused damage 

distress te the &vi} pepalatiea and as rlee^diets 
might have landed in Turkish territory, the request 
was granted. By 12.30 a-m. the town and fortress 
were occupied. 

Much war material including valuable ordnance 
and medical stores and many tons of foodstuffs 
were captured, but the advance was not delayed. 
Next day Hasetche, the provincial headquarters, 
was occupied without opposition. This very rapid 
thrust had safeguarded the railway and constituted 
.a threat to the rear of the Vi(iy positions. It 
must materially have assisted General Dentz to 
decide to ask for an armistice, which he did four 
■days later, 

• • • • • 

There, for the moment, we leave this story. 
"How the Lidian Tiger stnn^ in the first phases of 
the war in Africa and Asia at Sidi Barrani, 
Gallabat, Agordat, Barentu, Keren, Massawa, 
Amba Alagi and Mezze are already memories as the 
war surges in greater strength not only into Asia 
from the west, but also under new garb from the 
Far East. Before it is ended there will be many 
more names to add to these battle honours of the 
Indian Army. 




Bngtdier W L. LIo;d c 
**Ce qne ' 


B.K., o lAt« lOUi Hydcrabftd Regiment, 

?oim *»ea £ulci, o e«t inctojreble. * 



APPENDIX 

Awards 

The following list shows only tbo«e awards made for 
services in the Middle JEIast to Officers and Other Ranks 
either serving on the staff with, or in units formmg port 
of Indian Formations It does not include those made 
to Officers and ^len in units which were only temporarily 
attached to those Formations 


K R E and 
Mention 
K£JE 


CBE and 
D S 0 and a 
Bar to the 
DSO 
CBE and 
Mention 
C3E 


Bar to the 
DSO 
DSO and 
Mention 
DSO 


OBE 


Commands and Staff 
Lieut -General L M Heath, cs, c i b , 
nso, MC (late 11th Sikh Regiment) 
Lieut General N M de la P Beresford 
Peirse, nso, adc (late Royal Artil- 
lery) 

Brigadier W L Lloyd, \ic (late 19tb 
Hyderabad Regiment) 


Brigadier C W Toovey, m c (late Ist 
Punjab Renment) 

Major Genera A (3 0 M Mayne, 0 J 8 , 
DSO (late Royal Deccan Hor«e) 

Bngadier C E N Lomax, d b o , m c (late 
Welch Regunent) 

Colonel H F C McSwmey, d.b o , m c 
(late 2nd Gurkha Rifles) 

Colonel E J Shearer, xi c (late 3rd 
Gurkha Rifles) 

Brigadier T W Rees, cie, dso, mc 
(late 6th Rajputana Rifles) 

Major-General F W Messervy (late 
Hodson’s Horse) 

Brigadier R A Savory, mc (late 11th 
SiDi R^ment) 

Brigadier H R Bnggs (late 10th Baluch 
Regiment) 

Major G C Evans (Royal Warwickshire 
Regiment) 

Lieut -Colonel E F E Armstrong (Royal 
Engmecrs) 
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Mentions 


MC 
10 M 
IDSM 


D5 0 


03 E and 
Mention 

Alention 


D^O 

MC 

lOM 

ID5M 


IO^r 

ID3M 


TS£ T10E& STBIKES 

Major-General W J Shm, mc (late 6th 
Gurkha Kifles) 

Brigadier J C 0 Marriott, C70, d^o, 
M c (late Scots Guards) 

Colonel E R S Dod': m c (late 4th 
Bombay Grenadiers) 

Lieut -Colonel L Monier Williams (late 
3rd Gurkha Rides) 

Major The Vi«count Dalrymple (Scots 
Guards) 

Sktnncr*s Horse 
Captain R P Prentice 
Risaldar hlohd Yunus Kimn 
Ri«aldat Amar Smgh 
6253 L/DafTador Dip Chand 
6J84 L/Dafladar Mohd Shan/ Khan 
5516 Sowar Munshi Singb 
3575 Sonar Raj Singli 
o5C6 Sowar Sardar Singh 
2nd Royal Lancers 
Major Raj Kumar Shri Rajendrasinhji 
3rd Cavalry 
Major H W Pickcn 

I5th Lancers 

Major G R S Webb, ai c 
ISIA K E Vir O Caiatry 
Major HOW Fowler 
Captain J M Barlow 
Jemadar Jago Ram 
Jemadar Aioan Suigh 
Ri^^aldar Ha^ham Ah Khan 
6003 Sqn Daffadar-Mojor ICanshi Ram 
GI98 L/Daffador Bajid idian 
7SGG Sowar Jit Ram 
4S1G Sowar Abhc Ram 
6000 Sowar \bdi ICiin 
Central India llor» 

30S0 L/Diffadar Ram Bhaj 
5144 L/Daffndar Kaou- •^mgb 
5272 Sowar Yad Ilam 








JovaLit i Clh IU>^ 

A iL*j,>'iUA* IU‘{Kil Unta JkipQr ^tAU. 
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Mentions Captain J H Gardner 
Lieutenant H F Hou«on 
Ri«aldar Imrat Singh 
Jemadar Narajan Smgh 
5633 Sowar Man«afdar Khan 


DSO 

Bar to the 
MC 
MC 


DOM 

MM 


Royal Arttllery 

Brigadier W H B ilirrlees, m c 
Lieut. ‘Colonel J H Frowen 
Major A G Munn, vc 

Major K R L Hall 
Major G H Baker 
Afajor H S J Dourke 
Captain A E Gray 
Captain J H Gib on 
Captain P Smart 

Captain I> C B L E«inoDde White 
Captain T H Bevan 
Lieutenant G Sharratt 
TSM J W Whitaker 
L/Bdr N R Sa%our<* 

Sgt H Leggett 
Sgt J Wcardon 
Sgt W R Goodendge 
Bdr V WagstafF 
BSJM E Clic'emnn 
Bdr R Jones 
L/Bdr R G Hole 
L/Bdr L G Stevart 
L/Bdr R L Barber 
Gunner F Gill 
Gunner C Perrj 
Gunner M Crctchell 
Gunner P Southill 
Gunner G K h.cale 
Sigmn C Moore 
Sigmn J ‘NfacMullen 
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Indian Artillery 

I D S M 18610 L/Naik. Bagga Smgh 

42275 Sigmn Inayat Ullah 
41641 Sigmn Naram Smgh 
15731 Naik Mohd Khan 
A/316 Sigmn Amar Smgh 

Queen Victona*s Own Madras Sappers and Miners 
1 0 M Subadar Subbarayan 

13996 CHM Sampangi Raj 
IDSM 41110 L/Naik Balliishna Yanmdkar 

Mention 13248 CHM Ramaswamy 

King George V*s Own Bengal Sappers and Miners 
M C Major J R H Platt 

Lieutenant M B Thomas 
lOM Jemadar Kiarat Smgh 

IDSM 12499 Sapper Kartar Smgh 

Mentions Lieut Colonel A H G Napier 

Subadar Gheba Khan 

Royal Bombay Sappers and Miners 
Victoria Cross 2nd Lieutenant P S Bhagat 
and Mention 

0 B E Lieut -Colonel H P Ca\ endish 

M B E Subadar Chet Smgh 

M C Lieutenant C C Fraser 

lOM Subadar Rahmat IChan 

IDSM 41025 L/Naik Ghanb Singh 

40036 Havildar Said Akbar 
Mentions Major G E H Philbnck 

10316 Havildar Mohd ^bar 

Royal Corps of Signals 
D S O and Lieut -Colonel C "M F Mliite 
Mention 

M B E Captam A P Dunn 

M C 2nd Lieutenant V H S Martin 

M M Sigmn A Anchil 

Corporal J Flowers 
Sigmn GSM Bicker 
Sigmn B Robert'on 
Sigmn J Momcon 
L/Cpl J Briggs 
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Mentions 


lOM 

MBE 

IDSM 


Mentions 


Lieutenant E S Jones 
Sgt W Knox 
Sigmn R Langmaid 
Sigmn T Westover 
Sigmn A Hassell 
Sgt L OHonnell 
Sigmn J Humphries 
Sigmn S Sutcliffe 
Sigmn R Boddington 
Cpl J French 
Sigmn D Hecquet 
Sigmn F Meek 
Sigmn S Hudd 
Sigmn G Head 
Sgt V Hylands 
Sgt F Archer 


Indian Signoi Corps 
9213 Naik Jogmdar Smgb 
Captain W J Applegate 
Subadar Jogmdar Smgb 
Jemadar Saiyid Zahir Hussain Shah 
9249 Havildar D Chjmdra Reddy 
8758 Naik Hazara Smgb 
A/26 L/Naik Girdhara Smgb 
9064 L/Naik Dbarman 
A/58 L/Naik Deva Raj 
A/550 Sigmn Banta Singh 
Subadar Yakub Khan 
1066 Havildar Koka Khan 
6270 Havildar Dhanna Smgb 
4924 Naik Karam Singh 
A/182 Naik Titus 
9331 L/Naik Fatteh Khan 
9615 Sigmn Achtien hlair 
A/9C9 Sigmn Kusbiappa 
4./209 Sigom ^iladhaven 
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1.1 .M. 
-Mentions. 

M.C. 

D.C.M. 

M.C. 

■D.C.M. 

^lentions. 


M.C. 
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The Quccn^s Royal Regiment. 

L/Cpl. E. Nash. 

Captain C. E. Wcatherall Hall. 

Captain H. E. D. Hill. 

Captain M. T. N. Jennings. 

2nd Lieutenant J. A. Robertson Walker. 
Sgt. H. Barker. 

Private R. Drinkhurst. 

Private W. Ridgcr. 

Private S. Harper. 

The King*8 Own Royal Regiment. 

Captain P. J. H, Weir. 

Private J. McDermott. 

The Royal fusiliers. 

Captain T. P. Wilson. 

2nd Lieutenant R. Dc.ster. 

2nd Lieutenant C. R. V. N. Adnros. 

Sgt. G. Chivers. 

Cpl. H. E. Cotton. 

CpI. J. Horseiicld. 

Cpl. L. Ginsberg. 

Fusilier G. Walsh. 

Sgt. W. Scorgie. 

Fusilier C. W. Dowsett. 

L/Cpl. J. McTeaguc. 

Major B. E. M. Harding. 

Major H. C. Partridge. 

Captain J. P. Scaright. 

2nd Lieutenant R, A. H. Lawrence. 
R.S,M. F. R. Gardner. 

Col. Sgt. C. Hartland. 

Sgt. J. Finch. 

Fusilier J. Sale. 

Fusilier L, Goff. 

Fusilier H. White. 

Drummer L. Hnylock. 

The West Yorkshire Regiment. 

Major M. A, C. Osborn. 

Lieutenant J. A. Williams. 

2nd Lieutenant G. H. Rieu. 

2nd Lieutenant P. L. Birch. 

2nd lieutenant J. D. Morgan. 
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BCM 

M^I 


MC 

DCJiI 

Elections 


M.C 

MM 

3IeotioB 

MC 


Sgt J B C Thorneley 
C S F Davis 
Cpl E CoIhnsoD 
Cpl F Heaighan 
L/Cpl J Gouldmg 
Cpl F Frelweli 
Pte W Muleahy 

The Leicestershire Regiment 
Major A L Novis 
Lieutenant J W Brj an 
Cpl T S Richardson 
Cpl TV Z>eobj' 

PSM L Hollins 

Lieut Colonel C H V Cox 

Captain D S Carden 

Captain J H Marriott, m c 

2Qd Lieutenant R F Chalmers 

2ad Lieutenant W E Peck 

PSM F Sbardlow 

Cpl C Davidson 

Cpl D P Gallacber 

Pte J Barker 

Pte F J Wright 

Pte W King 

Pte F Fox 

The W oTceslershire Regiment 
Captain T J Bowen 
Sgt J Keohane 
Pte G Stephens 
Pte A Mandcr’ 

Pte W Sheldon 
Lieutenant A H Cooper 

The Royal Sussex Regiment 
Captain P M J Ham«on 
Captain D W Gayland 
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DOM. Cpl A Talmey 

MM Cpl J deVille 

Sgt E K Conroy 
Pte J Cunningham 
Pte S H Young 


The Highland Light Infantry 
M C Captain T R M Hare 

Captain P St H Maxwell 
Captain P T Teller Smollett 
DCM CSM W McMillan 

MM Cpl J Anderson 

Pte F Lumley 

Pte P BatUie 


Tko Queen’s Own Cameron Hxghlandert 
DSC and Sad Lieutenant A J Cochrane 
MC 

D8 0 Lieut-Coionel A Anderson, mc 

Captain D Douglas 
M C Captain I B Robertson 

Lieutenant A G Cameron 
2ad Lieutenant J F MacKinnon 
DCM Sgt H A Brown 

L/Sgt \V Scobie 
L/Cpl S Gray 
Pte M Smith 

MM Pte T McKirdy 

Pte D Brown 
Pte A McBain 
Pte J MacDonald 
Pte M Moon 
L/Sgt R Davidson 
L/C^l H Bush 

Mentions Major R M Ncil'^on 

Captain C A H Noble 
Lieutenant A G Cochrane. 

PSM W McBride 
Pte B Finlay 

The Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders 
D S 0 Lieut ^Colonel R C G Anderson, u c 

MC Lieutenant A P Down 



LieoUoMit-ColoDe! A Andersos dao ii.a The Queen a Own Cameron 
HifihUndetg. 

** A coopla of tanks and the Coloael veil go an^vhere. 
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Bar to tho 
DOM 
M M 


Mentions 


DSO 

OBE 

M3 E and 
Mention 
M C and 
AIcntioa. 

MC 


lOM 


C S P McPhilbps, D cjx 

Pte D Fraser 

CpI J Carruthers 

Pte W Fraser 

Cpl W On- 

Sgt E Harcourt 

Bandsman C Boyd 

Lieutenant E T Titmarsb 

2nd Lieutenant A J Aldridge 

CBM J Hare 

CSM R Slater 

Sgt H Baicntme 

L/Sgt L Planner 

Cpl D Southwell 

Cpl C Jarvio 

L/Sgt H Evans 

Pte R Moyes 

Pte J Smith 

Dr umm er J McPhee 

Pte W McKay 

Pte H Blumens 


1st Punjab Regiment 
Lieut -Colonel W A Whitehead 
Lieut -Colonel J B Dali«on 
Subadar-Major Rahmat Ullah 

Captain C J Boulter 
Lieutenant P R Shoosmith 
Captain R N D Frier 
Captain JAG Harley 
Captain J A Robertson 
Lieutenant P J Petit 
2nd Lieutenant J C Leach 
2nd Lieutenant M V GIa«km 
Subadar Dogar Singh 
Subadar Mohd Akbar 
Jemadar Bbagat Singh 
S571 Havildar Kaljan Smgh 
10182 Havildar B^ni Zaman 
12893 Sepov Sabit Ullah 
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TUB TIOEB bTBIKBS 


IDSM 


Mentions 


D S 0 and a 
Bar to the 
DSO 
DSO 

MC 

lOM 

IDSM 


Subadar Atta Mobd 
Jemadar Mohd Sher 
6617 Havildar Natha Singh 
10184 Havildar Abdul Aziz 
8604 Havildar Hamath Smgh 
7363 Havildar Kala Khan 
10814 Havildar Mohd Alam Khan 
11540 Havildar Hasui Khan 
8461 Havildar Sapuran Smgh 
10607 Havildar Abbas Khan 
7680 Naik Abdul Raliman 
9894 Naik Bachan Smgh 
11838 Naik Dost Mohd 
10476 Naik Sardara Smgh 
10312 L/Naik Sultan Smgh 
11565 Sepoy Karam Smgh 
11353 Sepoy Baghrawat Smgh 
13974 Sepoy Bakhtawar Smgh 
7896 Sepoy Fazal Rahman 
13682 Sepoy Mahmud Khan 
12471 Sepoy Mir Ahmad 
11538 Sepoy Sardara Smgh 
Major D I Momson 
Captain PAR Reyne 
Subadar Ujagar Smgh 
10548 Naik Mohd Ayan 
9894 L/Naik Bachan Smgh 
10643 L/Naik Mangu Smgh 


2nd Punjab Rcffimenf 
Lieut -Colonel B H Chappel 


Lieut -Colonel FAME Jenkins, obb, 
M C 

Captain D A Trout 
Captain B R Pearson 
Jemadar Amar Smgh 
Jemadar Dhera Smgh 
12223 L/Naik Udho Ram 
9770 Naik Umansab Khan 
10556 Naik Ajaib Khan 
13304 Sepoy Khnn«ada 
13770 Sepoy Kri«<han Smgh 



Sabadar Natia uam., Pnng*b 
A JtX fiii frao tie Pcnjah. 
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Mentions Major T G L’E Grant 

2nd Lieutenant F W Mason 
Jemadar Khushi Ham 
10166 Havildar Nagar Singh 
11616 Naik Munshi Ram 
13950 Sepoy Autar Singh 
13003 L/Naik Shcr Dil 


Bar to the 
DSO 
DSO 
MC 


lOM 


IDSM 


Mention 


5th Mahratta Light Infantry 
Lieut Colonel D W Reid, nso, itc 

Major A E Cockscdge 
Captain P M W Doyle 
Captain D DI Boomgardt 
Captam A J Oldham 
Subadar Sbrirang Lawand 
Jemadar Sakaram Shinde 
5128 Havildar Maruti Clnwan 
3389 Havildar Pandurang Kadam 
5109 Havildar Venkat Chawan 
5478 Naik Vishnu Mane 
6048 Naik Rajaram Sawant 
5639 Naik Dyanu Chowan 
9731 Sepoy Pandurang Powar 
Subadar Pandurang Cbauban 
3313 Naik Bala Kharade 
2301 Naik Sitaram Mha«=ke 
7215 Naik Baba Sahib Ingle 
9245 Sepoy Babu Desai 
5605 Sepoy Lnku Jadhao 
Major V 'C Grrffin 


6th Bajputana Rifles 
Vtctona Cross Subadar Richpal Ram 
DSO Lieut Colonel L Jones 

Lieutenant J McA Hadden 
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03 E 
MBE 

M C and Bar 
to the M C 
M C and 
Mention 
MC 


1 0 M and 
IDSM 

lOM 


IDSJvI 


Major R B Broadbent 
Captam D L Powell Jones 
Captain E W Dixon 

Captam A T Murray 

Captam A H Roosmale Cocq 
2nd Lieutenant J M Ashworth 
2nd Lieutenant P K Horwood 
Subadar Tota Ram, i n s m 
J emadar Hoshiar Smgli 
11773 Havildar Bhima Ram 

Subadar Bostan Khan 
Subadar Amar Singh 
Jemadar Jagna Ram 
Jemadar Niaz Ah IChan 
12603 Havildar Ganpat Ram 
14684 Havildar Habib Khan 
11440 Havildar Sheodan Singh 
14778 Havildar Goru Ram 
14017 Havildar Bhagirath Singh 
15169 Naik Bhopal Singh 
15956 L/Naik Anop Smgh 
162-19 L/Naik Bhaira Ram 
14615 L/Naik Mahji Khan 
Subadar Fcrozc Khan 
Temadar Gulab Kban 
Jemadar Harnarain Ram 
Jemadar Jowahir Singh 
11S48 Havildar Hamath Singh 
13645 Havildar Sardora Ram 
15336 Naik Suba Khan 
9525 Naik Khcma Ram 
12517 L/Naik Kara Ram 
14835 L/Naik Sagat Singh 
13941 RiHcman Dipa Ram 
139S1 Rifleman Jiuan Singh 
12787 Rifleman Mumphal Ram 
14015 Rifleman Sobh Singh 
15787 Rifleman Amilal Ram 
1G048 Rifleman Sanwat Singh 
163C0 Havildar Chatterbuj Smgh 




Tbe late Sabadar Richpal Ram, r Ctb Bajputana Rifles. 


Bam, LO.H^ i.njt.M ., Ctb Bajputana RtHea. 
me* wonodetl; a gallant Jat Crom tba Eastern Punjab. 
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Mentions 


OBE 

MC 

M 


Jemadar Mohd Akram (twice men- 
tioned) 

Lieut -Colonel P R H Skrine, n s o 
Lieut Colonel H E Greatwood 
lifajor H E G Bartholemew 
Captain G E Charter 
Captain H A Butler 
Captain R. R Mackenzie Macleod 
Lieutenant C Gilbert. 

Lieutenant G F T ilathews 
Subadar Major Narain Smgh 
Subadar Mangla Ram 
Subadar Adalat Ram 
Subadar Karam Ilabn 
Subadar Dal Smgh 
Subadar Jiwan Ram 
Jemadar Sbibaksha Ram 
Jemadar Hemraj Ram 
Jemadar Puran Chand Ram 
Jemadar Tarasfaand Ram 
9548 C H M Jowahir Singli 
15205 Havildar Boshiar Smgh 
11552 Naik Harnath Smgh 
14303 Naik Mobran Ham 
9920 L/Naik Hannand Ram 
10483 L/Naik Maoshand Ram 
12138 L/Naik All Shah 
14815 Rifleman Fateh Ram 
J5413 BiSeman Cirdhan Bam 

7th Rajput Regiment 
Major J A Salomons 
Captain G W Dimsey 
13061 L/Naik Bajranghab Smgh 
13647 Sepoy Ghulam Rabani 
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Mentions 


D30 

lOM. 

ID5M 


Mentions 

MBE 

MC 

lOM 
I D-S M 


D^O 

MDE. 


THE TIGEB STBIHES 

Lieut -Colonel S \V Bower 
Captain F J Ballin 

Subad&r-Mojor and Hon Lieuteoaot 
Behari Smgh, 03 1 
Subadar Zammarad Khan 
Subadar Thakur oingh 
Jemadar Abdullah Khan 
19497 L/Naik Mohd 4.zam 
14562 Sepoy Suodar Singh 
14676 Sepoy Dharam Singh 
14882 Sepoy Noor Khan 
12575 Sepoy Rawat Singh 


lO^/i Baluch Rcgiynent 
Lieut -Colonel B. L Sundias Smith. 
Jlajor D R E R Bateman 
Subadar Udho Ram 
12327 Ha^ ildar hlobd Khan. 
Subadar Naivab Khan 
Jemadar Mtr Ah 
9237 Havildar Bishan Dass 
12G3S Havildar Fazal Hussein. 
10822 L/Naik Shcr Khnn 
15649 Naik Zari Morjan 
Major L V S Sherwood 
8554 Havildar Saleh Dm 


11th Sikh Regiment 
Captain H A Hughes 
Major GUM Vean 
2nd Lieutenant A. McXiven 
2od Lieutenant Mohd Siddiq 
Subadar Fatteh Mohd 
12533 Xaik Ujsgar Singh 
12^ Havildar Karatn 8mgh 
9IS5 Xaik Chanan Singh 
102SS L/Natk Daulat Singh 
1G020 Sepoy Na«ib Singli 
14150 Sepoy Bachan Smgh 


12tA Frontur Force Regiment 
Major A J IV MacI.eod 
Captain J L*A Bell 



Captam E W Dixon. m.c , 6Ui Rajputona Rifles 
In Qbmal times he U a journalist. 




IlftTiUkT Uohusftl khM sj>ju( , I3(b Ftootier Pore* Riile*. 
A r*tk4a froa Ibe Nottb Frootkr ProTloee 
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MC 

1 0 M and 
IDSM 
lOM 

IDSM 


Mention 


OBE 

MG 


1 0 M and 
IDSM 
lOM 


IDSJ^I 


MC 

Mention 


OBE and 
Mention 
MC 

^lentiona 


Captain S H Raw 
Lieutenant E G D Heard 
9136 Havildar Mir Ha« an 

11757 Havildar Chbaju Ram 
10283 Havildar Khuelial Klnn 
Subadar Bela Singh 
Jemadar Sliandi Gul 
9087 Naik An Alir 
Major H M de V ilo a 
iZth Fronixer Force Rifles 
Colonel D Ru cH m c 
L ieut Colonel S K riirnc> , m c 
M'vjot MoLd ShcT 
Captain ^Miant Singh Patlianin 
Lieutenant SadiqulTah Ivlian 
16074 L/Naik Rakhim Gul 

Jemadar MunMii Ram 
lOSOd HaMidar Natha Singh 
13518 Havildar Paras Ram 
17C64 Sepoy Hakim Khan 
17707 Sepoy Saudagar Singh 
lI8o2 Havildar Bhagaan Singli 
14029 Havildar Mohd Klinn 
9982 Havildar Babu '^mgh 
12S47 NaiL lodar Singh 
12855 Naik Aikkn Singh 

14th Punjab Regiment 
I leute^ /nt W \ Palmer 
A/ajor G F Af Straj vr c 

ISth Punjab Regiment 
Lieut Colonel \ H Ikillock 'r f 

2nd Lieutenant \ J Block 
Alajor R C Nicholas 
Captain E M Keinv s JenkiP'^ 
Captain R. N AI Afilton 
Subadar AIaq«ud Shah 
®ubadar ^^ihib Gul i n •* si 
9So3 C H Af Mohd Iqbal Khan 
10975 Naik \ur Moh 1 
11721 Sepoy Fateh Khan 
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CBE and 
Mention 
DSO 
MC 

lOM 

IDSM 


Mention 


DSO 

MC 

1 0 M and 
IDSM 
lOM 


IDSM 


Mention 


lOM 


OBE 


IDSM 


OBE 


THb TIQUR STRIKES 


IQth Punjab Regiment 
Lieut -Colonel W J Ca^ thorn 

Lieut -Colonel S S La\ender 
Major M C B Steele 
Subadar GImtam Kasul 
Subadar Ganga Ram 
®0G9 Havildar Guleliaid 
9GI6 Havildar Chasm i-Nazir 
91G3 L/Nailv Hans Raj 
9463 L/Naik Jaswant Singh 
98U Sepo> Jagat Ram 
9445 Sepoy Mohd Hu'^ain 
Major J A Hubert 

18i/i Royal Garhwal Rifles 
Lieut -Colonel S E Tayler 
Captain A H Cooke 
2Qd Lieutenant A Young 
Jemadar Rithu Sing Rawat 

Subadar Man Sms Negi 
5108 Havildar Balwant Sing Gu«ain 
4694 L/Naik Shcr Sing Kimwar 
5913 RiQeman Ram Sing Bisht 
Jemadar Ram Sing Amwan 
6043 Havildar Shcr Sing Rana 
5483 Rifleman Dalbir Sarki 
4097 Rifleman Alano Sing Bi^ht 
6620 Rifleman Indar Sing Rawat 
3979 L/Naik Bahadur Sing Rawat 
742G L/Naik Shankar Sing Rawat 

19f/j Hyderabad Regiment 
Temadar Mohan Smgh Mahar 
2nd Gurkha Rifles 
Lieat ^Colaael jR A Hutton 
itk Gurkha Rifles 
7919 Rifleman Deba Guning 
7946 Rifleman Ganbahadiir Giinmg 

Gth Oitrkha Rifles 
I lent Colonel T N Smith 




UatiUat Shcr Smg t i>am,, ISUi 6«/hv^ 

A Gftrhvali from the footlulU lo the aorth of the UmuJ ProTwoe*. 
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CBE and 
Mention 
DSO 
MC 

lOM 

IDSM 


Mention 


DSO 

MC 

lOM and 
IDSM 
lOM 


IDSM 


Mention 


lOM 


OBE 


IDSM 


OBE 


THL TIQBR STRIKES 


Punjab Regiment 
Lieut -Colonel W J Cawthorn 

Lieut Colonel S S La\ender 
Major M C B St<.ele 
Subadar Ghulam Kasul 
Subadnr Gangs Ram 
8069 Haviltlar Gul haid 
9016 Havildar Clia<*m i-Nazir 
9163 L/NaiL Hans Raj 
9463 L/Naik Jaswant Singh 
9811 Scpo> Jagat Ram 
9445 Sepoy Mohd Hu'^am 
Major J A Hubert 

l&th Royal Garhwal Rijies 
Lieut Colonel S E Tayler 
Captain A H Cooke 
2nd Lieutenant A Young 
Jemadar Rithu Sing Rawat 

Subadar Mac Sing Kegi 
5108 Havildar Balwsnt Smg Gusam 
4694 L/Naik Sher Sing Kunwar 
5913 Rifleman Ram Sing Bisht 
lemadar Ram Sing Arawan 
0043 Havildar Sher Smg Rana 
5483 Rifleman Dalbir Sarki 
4097 Rifleman Alam Sing Bi'ht 
6620 Rifleman Indar Sing Rawat 
3979 L/Naik Bahadur Sing Rawat 
7426 L/Naik Shankar Sing Rawat 

19th Hyderabad Regiment 
Jemadar Mohan Singh Mahar 
2nd Gvrkha Rifles 
Lieul Colonel R A Hutton 
4fft Gurkha Rifles 
7919 Rifleman Deba Guriing 
7946 Rifleman Ganbahadur Guriiog 

Gtk Gurkha Rifles 
I leut Colonel T N Smith 




Ilanld&r S> et bing lUoa. 1.0.^ , l&Ut Jtojal Guhval lUflM. 

A GirikwaU from the ILmalajra footIuU* in lie north of Iho United Prormoc*. 
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Royal Indxan Army Service Corps 
0 B E and Lieut Colonel E C T Mitchley 
Mention 

0 B E Lieut -Colonel E V Hansford 

Lieut Colonel A R Wallis 
Lieut Colonel B S Sowton 
MH E and Major W G H Bartholomew 
Alention 

M B E Captain S J A Hill 

Captain E A Bles'^ington 
Subadar Rattan Smgh 
Subadar Mohd Hayat 
M C Captain T N Farmer 

JJD SAT 5D5369 iS’aok Sueba 

508170 Sepoy Abdul Rahim 
SRyi8632 LJ) Clerk Mohd Bux 
SR/120327 LD Storekeeper Karam 
Cliand Praval 

Mentions Major J G Joyce (twice mentioned) 
Major D N Davidson 
Captain G M Watts. 

Subadar Abdul Rahman Beg 
100945 CQMB Abdul Majid 
I W O Ah Shah Akbar 
LJD Clerk Kji'bnamurlj, b.a 
C aptain EGA Letts 
Captain E M Webb 
AIT/50o875 L/Naik Didar Smgh 
MT/505578 Naik Ahmad Khan 
502972 Sepoy Mohd Farid 

Indian Army Ordnance Corps 
0 B E Lieut Colonel 0 E Wmdle, \r c 

Colonel P F B N Armstrong 
M B E Major A V Vokms 

Lieutenant E A Oake& 

Lieutenant P G Kmght 
Conductor H L Hull 
Conductor G E Palmer 
Sub Conductor J Devine 
Sgt J V T Duggan 


BJl M 
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Alections. 


C.B.E. 

O.B.E. 

JI.B.E. 

M.C. 


Mcniiuna. 


D.C.M. 

M.B.E. 

Mentions. 


r.D.SJvr. 


B.E.M. 

Mentions 


THE XIOEB STRIKES 


Major G. M. Blythe. 
Conductor L. A. N. King, m.m. 
Sub-Conductor F. Millican. 
S/SgL W. J. Mitchell. 

S/Sgt. J. Boyce. 

S/Sgt T. Kay. 

Subadar Farman Shah. 

I.W.O. Mohd Shaffi. 

600070 Filter Fazal Ilahi. 


Indian Medical Service. 

Colonel G. IL Lynn, d.s.o. 

Major D. N. Chakravarti. 

Major Wajid Ali Burki. 

Captain L. R. Wagholikar. 
Captain Prithvi Raj Bali. 
Captain M. C. L. Smith. 

Captain Hardil Singh Ahluwalia. 
Captain S. N. Chatterjec. 
Captain L. Nandkeolyar. 
Lieutenant Safdar Ali Khan. 
Lieut.-Colonel A. N. Sbarma. 
'Major M. H. Wacc. 

Captain W. B. Stiver. 

Captain R. Y. Taylor. 

Captain D. ,D. Verma. 

Captain D. R. Cattanack. 


Indian Medical Department. 
Assistant Surgeon E. E. Vaughan. 
W.O.I. S. F. Gomez. 

Jemadar Mukand Lai Verma. 
Jemadar Bala Dull Josbi. 


Indian Hospital Corps. 

Jemadar Ram Ajor. 

I/A/11568 Naik Basant Singh. 

12072 L/Naik Amir Din. 

H/g0213 Sepoy Jaswant Singh. 

C/2128 Havildar Balmokand. 

2/C/9 Havildar Sohan Singh Sodhi. 
2/N/119 Sepoy N. Gopalan. 

720026 Nursing Sepoy Iftikhar Ahmad. 



Lieutenant Colonel Devendra Natb CbakraTarti o b e Indian Medical Service 
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M.B.E. 

^Mentions. 




The 

M,C. 


IJ55AI. 


THB" TIGEB STRIKES 

Indian Army Corps 0/ Cierks, 
Conductor W. Pilfc. 
Conductor J. J. Coleman. 
Sergt W. Search, 


Indian EccJcsiastical Establhhtncnt. 

The Her. F. X. SingletaQ. 

The Rer. T. Walters, 

Indian Side Forcee. 

Jammie end ivflsAjnn* ^fountain ArtUlery. 
Lieutenant Madan Lai Void, 
L/Naik Qabala Singh. 

Driver Devi Dayal. 

The Jammu end Kaekmir Injantry. 

Naik Naranjao Singb. 



